Hizbollah guerrilla killed 
in clash with Israelis 

BEIRUT (AFP) — A guerrilla of the Hizbollah was 
killed on Friday in clashes with Israeli troops in southern 
Lebanon, the Shiite Islamist organisation said. Mahmoud 
Hussein Borju known as "Bilal” was killed early Friday 
“while fulfilling his jihad [holy struggle! duty" according 
to a Hizbollah statement. The Hizbollah statement did not 
specify the place where the guerrilla was killed or 
whether the clash was inside Israel’s self-declared "secu- 
rity zone” Hizbollah guerrillas had clashed with Israeli 
troops early Friday inside the occupied border zone, secu- 
rity sources said. Hizbollah is the main guerrilla group 
fighting to force Israel ro relinquish the border zone it 
occupies. Since the beginning of the year, 41 Hizbollah 
guerrillas have been killed in southern Lebanon. Israel 
has lost 39 soldiers during the same period. 
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Albright expected in Cairo next week 

CAIRO (AFP) — U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright will make a short visit to Cairo early next 
week at the end of her current tour of several African 
countries. Egyptian officials said on Friday. Ms. 
Albright will meet Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa “on recent American efforts to relaunch the 
Israeli- Arab peace process" during her visit expected 
Sunday or Monday. Egyptian foreign ministry' offi- 
cials said. There was no confirmation of the visit from 
the U.S. embassy in Cairo, which is closed Fridays 
and Saturdays. Ms. Albright is due Friday to leave the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) for 
South Africa. On Sunday she wraps up her tour of 
seven countries with a visit to Zimbabwe. 


Volnme 23 Number 6613 


AMMAN SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1997, SHA’BAN 13, 1418 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


MU- - 

tia- • 


am.Pir r ; ;,« 
•it . 

•••••-*• 

hon • e.-.r-. .. , 


King describes Iraq’s execution 
of Jordanians as ‘heinous crime’ 

‘The blood of Jordanians is not cheap ’ 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Friday 
denounced the execution 
of four Jordanians in Iraq 
describing it as a “heinous 
crime,” that comes at a 
rime when Iran released 
two Jordanian prisoners of 
war who were captured 
while defending Iraq in 
1981. 

"Today we receive two 
Jordanians who were 
defending Iraq, and not the 
Iraqi regime, who fell in 
captivity and thank God 
were released by our broth- 
ers in Iran ” the King said 
following the arrival on 
Thursday of the two Jorda- 
nians released by Iranian 
authorities. 

"This is a bright picture 
compared with the ugly 
and unpleasant picture that 
we have seen through what 
four Jordanians were sub- 
jected to in Iraq the King 
said. 

“The blood of Jordanians 
is not cheap... ,” he said. 
“We will see what the next 
days will bring ” 

The King’s words came 
hours before the bodies of 


two Jordanians executed in Iraqi President Saddam 
Iraq for smuggling car Hussein as the two coffins, 

spare parts out of Baghdad carrying the corpses of 

were buried in the King- Rizq Bsharah and Waleed 

dom in an emotionally- Nseirai, were carried to 

charged ceremony on Fri- separate cemeteries in their 
day. hometowns of Amman and 

Hundreds of angry rela- Irbid. 
rives screamed and cursed The two bodies were 


flown in aboard two mili- 
tary helicopters late on 
Thursday. The two other 
Jordanians, brothers Sa’ad 
and Salah A1 Dawji. also 
executed for the same 
charges, were buried in 

(Continued on page 7) 


King praises performance of delegation 
to OIC, says summit results satisfactory 

Summit unanimously recognised Jordan ’s role in 
preserving identity of Jerusalem — Crown Prince 




Jordanian priests pray Friday, over the remains of Rizq Bsharah Rizq, 32, who was exe- 
cuted in Iraq last Monday. His Majesty King Hussein condemned die executions as a 
heinous crime (photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Butler arrives in Baghdad, demands 
inspectors be allowed 6 to go anywhere’ 


BAGHDAD ( R ) — Chief U.N. 
weapons inspector Richanl 
Butler said in Baghdad on Fri- 
day that United Nations 
inspectors should be given 
access "anywhere” in Iraq to 
look for banned weapons. 

"What the [UN. Security] 
Council has compelled me to 
do is to discuss the question of 
access... UNSCOM [the UN. 
Special Commission] must be 
allowed to go anywhere and 
see any document or interview 
any person,” Mr. Butler said in 
a news conference after he 
arrived in Baghdad on Friday. 

Mr. Butler said he would dis- 
cuss with Iraqis how to solve a 
crisis with UN. inspectors 
over inspection of so-called 
sensitive sites. 

‘There has been a crisis. 1 am 
now, in cooperation with Iraq... 


[trying] to bring the crisis to an 
end." he said 

1 There have been difficulties 
in achieving our access," he 
said adding that the UN. Secu- 
rity Council agreed that 
"access was crucial and 
expressed the hope that 
UNSCOM and Iraq can work 
this out.” 

Ml Butler, chairman of 
UNSCOM in charge of dis- 
mantling Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction, was referring 
to access to so-called presiden- 
tial sites which Baghdad has 
declared off-limits to his 
inspectors. 

He said he would report the 
outcome of his visit to the 
Security Council on Thursday. 

Asked what would happen if 
Iraq did not agree to enter these 
sites, be said: 


“If the answers to those ques- 
tions prove to be no... Then it 
will be up to the [Security] 
Council to deride what are. 
other actions will be taken.” 

“1 hope that we will be in a 
position to report to the Securi- 
ty Council that a progress has 
been made and we are back on 
track — UNSCOM and Iraq 
working together objectively 
and quickly to get this job 
done.” he said. 

Mr. Butler is making his first 
visit since a crisis erupted at 
the end of October when Iraq 
expelled American members 
of the UN. inspection team. 

Baghdad reversed its deri- 
sion and the inspectors 
returned back to Iraq earlier in 
November but were banned 
from entering so-called "sensi- 
tive sites," including presiden- 


tial palaces, intelligence facili- 
ties and bases of Iraq’s special 
guard. 

He said he would have talks 
with Iraqi Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz on Monday to 
discuss access to Iraqi sites and 
"identify a further intensifying 
programme of work in some 
key areas where we do think 
that progress can be made.’’ 
Asked which arms files near- 
est to be dosed he said: 

‘The missile [area] is look- 
ing very close to empty... The 
chemical basket is also in good 
shape ... Thar is looking bel- 
ter... There is a material called 
VX and I hope Iraq would help 
us,” he said. 

"But you know about the 
biological weapons." he added, 
without elaborating. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Friday said that he was sat- 
isfied with the results of the 
8th Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) summit 
that ended in Tehran on 
Thursday. 

In a statement to press 
early Friday morning King 
Hussein praised the perfor- 
mance of the Jordanian del- 
egation to the summit head- 
ed by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

King Hussein, who was at 
the airport to receive the 
Crown Prince and two Jor- 
danian prisoners of war 
held in Iran for the past 16 
years, said that the sum- 
mit's results were extreme- 
ly constructive and that Jor- 
dan will spare no effort to 
enhance the role of the 
OIC. 

In an arrival statement. 
Prince Hassan said the 
summit unanimously reiter- 
ated its recognition of Jor- 
dan’s role in preserving the 
identity of Jerusalem. 

He described the Iranian 
leadership as reasonable, 
rational and intelligent, and 
said that they relayed a 
message of moderation to 
the “world around us.“ 

Prince Hassan said he 
hoped that the next three 
years will witness the revi- 
talisation of the OIC and 
improved contacts among 
the Islamic countries to 
achieve stability based on 
justice. 

The Crown Prince noted 
that the OIC summit in 
Tehran has endorsed an 
Islamic humanitarian order, 
which Jordan has for long 
advocated, and a Muslim 
code of conduct. 

The Crown Prince valued 
the significance of Muslim 
countries differing in the 
way they look at issues as 
long as they remained 
locked in dialogue. 

Upon departure from 
Tehran Prince Hassan sent 
cables of thanks to Imam 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
the supreme leader of Iran. 
President Mohammad 
Khatami and former Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

Prince Hassan was 
received upon his arrival by 
King Hussein, several 


Annan says Iraq may be 
allowed to sell more oil 


Winneivwith 






CAMP KHOR (AFP) — 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan told UN. peace 
keepers here Friday who 
patrol the Kuwaiti-Iraqi 
border that the United 
Nations may increase Iraq's 
embargo exemption to let it 
sell more oil. 

“We are reviewing the 
scheme. We are going to 
make it much more effec- 
tive and much more effi- 
cient... including the possi- 
bility of increasing the vol- 
ume of oil sold” he said. 

Mr. Annan, who arrived 
here Friday, was referring 
to the U.N. oil-for-food 
pact with Iraq which allows 
Kuwait’s former occupier 
to sell limited quantifies of 
crude oil in order to pay for 
food, medicine and war 
reparations. 

Iraq has been under an oil 
embargo since it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990, 
while the oil-for-food 
arrangement, the first par- 
tial easing of the sanctions, 
went into force in Decem- 
ber 1996. 

Mr. Annan’s arrival coin- 
cided with that of U.N. dis- 
armament chief Richard 


Butler in Baghdad at the 
start of a four-day mission 
to convince Iraq to open all 
sites for inspection. 

The U.N. chief also said 
that the Linited Nations was 
determined to continue the 
disarmament work “despite 
the temporary difficulties 
we have in Iraq to ensure 
that the work is completed, 
that disarmament is com- 
pleted. and Iraq is not a 
threat to Kuwait nor to the 
region nor to anyone else.” 

Mr. Annan, who was to 
tour the U.N. -patrolled 

demilitarised zone on the 
border, was welcomed as 
he landed at Camp Khor by 
a Bangladeshi band of bag- 
pipers and drummers. 

He travelled here by U.N. 
helicopter from the Kuwaiti 
capital, where he arrived 
from an Islamic summit in 
Tehran. 

His visit was part of 
efforts “to reassure the 
Kuwaiti people of the inter- 
national community’s 
determination that peace 
prevails in Kuwait and the 


(Continued on page 7) 


Tiy your luck in the JORDAN TIMES^fest-everT^p Year's Lotm 
You may be just (he one to drive home in a brariiffew Suzuki Baieno 
♦fill coupon on back page and keep until the end of December. 



The Grand Prize 

Suzuki Baieno 

1300 cc, 1997, customs duty paid car, (made in Japan) 

Many other valuable prizes. 


Sponserd by: 


^ suzuici 1 

THE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL CO. 

: chowrooE Mtces S:. Giuce Tel. 65:397 Fo?:« 64S03G 


Royal family members. 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh. deputies of the 
prime minister. King Hus- 
sein’s advisers. Cabinet 
members and senior civil 
and military officials and 
the Iranian ambassador in 
Amman. 

Prince Hassan was 
accompanied by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. Upper House 
Speaker Zeid Rifai, Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Tara wn eh and Minister of 
Trade Hani Mulki. 

While in Tehran, Prince 
Hassan met with Iranian 
leaders, and heads of Mus- 
lim delegations to the sum- 
mit. including Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Assad, Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat, 
Turkish Premier Suleiman 
Demirel. Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa and 
Emir of Kuwait Jaber A1 
Ahmad Al Sabah. 

In his address before the 
summit. Prince Hassan 
called for the establishment 
of a Zakat Fund, a proposal 
that has been welcomed by 
the Iranian leaders. 

Prince Hassan told Jor- 
danian journalists before 
his departure from Tehran 
that he sensed willingness 
to develop bilateral ties and 
that talks- in- this regard will 
continue. 

Commenting on the sum- 
mit’s final communique 
issued Thursday. Foreign 
Minister Tarawneh said 
three issues figured high in 
the summit's resolutions: 
Support for the Arab people 
to restore their territories, 
support for the Palestinians 
to regain their land and 
establish their state with its 
capital in Jerusalem, anil 



King Hussein hugs Nader Subeihi, 49-year-old, at 
Amman Military Airport on Friday. Subeihi was released 
by the Iranian authorities after 11 years detention when 
he was arrrested by the Iranian forces during the Iraq- 
Iran war. The release of Subeihi came after Crown Prince 
Hassan's efforts to grant the freedom of two Jordanian 
prisoners of war, while he headed the Jordanian delega- 
tion to the Islamic Summit in Tehran (Photo by Yousef 
'Allan) 


condemnation for Israel’s 
procrastination in imple- 
menting the agreements 
signed within the frame- 
work of the Middle East 
peace process. The confer- 
ence also called for lifting 
sanctions imposed on 
Libya. Iraq and Iran, he 
'•aid. 


in the Tehran Declaration 
issued Thursday, the con- 
ference condemned terror- 
ism and differentiated 
between terrorism and 
resistance to occupation 
and colonialism. The con- 
ference also called on 

(Continued on page 7) 
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West Bank security chief 


suspended from PLO faction 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The top Palestin- 
ian security' chief in the 
West Bank. Jibril Rajoub, 
has been suspended for six 
months from Yasser 
Arafat's leading Fateh fac- 
tion of the Palestine Liber- 
ation Oiganisarion (PLO). 
Palestinian sources said 
Friday. 

The central committee of 
the Fateh faction ordered 
Mr. Rajoub “suspended for 
six months" and demanded 
he issue a written apology 
for his actions within the 


faction's Revolutionary 
Council, said a copy of the 
decision received by AFP. 

The decision, issued 
Thursday, does not affect 
Mr. Rajub’s position as 
head of the Palestinian 
National Authority's Pre- 
ventative Security forces 
in the West Bank. Palestin- 
ian sources said. 

The central committee 
took the step amid a long- 
running dispute between 
Mr. Rajub, considered one 
of the most powerful of 
President Arafat's many 


security chiefs, and the 
head of the committee. 
Sakher Habash. 

It began when Mr. 
Habash barred Mr. Rajub 
from purring members of 
the Preventative Security 
forces in Fateh administra- 
tive bodies earlier this 
year, the sources said. 
Although the bulk of its 
forces is made up of Fatah 
fighrers. Preventative 
Security is considered a 
separate entity from the 
PLO and its factions. 

Mr. Rajoub responded by 


sending an angry letter to 
President Arafat, "insult- 
ing Habash and saying 
there was a void inside 
Fatah." and he and Mr. 
Habash began trading per- 
sonal insults, the sources 
said. 

Mr. Rajub sought to 
stack the Fatah bodies with 
his allies to counteract “the 
domination of Habash and 
others who are considered 
to have a harder line 
against Israel" in the peace 
process, the sources said. 


Israel bans PFLP 
rally in Jerusalem 


2 Lebanese freed 
from jail run by 
South Lebanon Army 


SIDON (AFP) — Two 
Lebanese detainees were 
freed on Friday from a jail 
run by Israel’s allied South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
in the occupied border zone 
of south Lebanon, security 
sources said. 

Omar Ahmad and Shawld 
Nasrallah were released from 
Khiam jail to the KfarTebnite 
crossing point from Israel’s 
self-declared “security zone," 
the sources said. The freed 
men. one of whom had been 
detained for 10 years and die 
other for eight months, were 
taken by the Internationa] 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRO to hospital in the 
southern port city of Sidon. 
they said. 

Hospital sources said both 
men were in ‘'poor health 
conditions, particularly 
Ahmad who suffers from kid- 
ney problems." 

About 120 Lebanese are 
still detained, most of them 
without charges or trial, in the 
SLA-nin Khiam jail, while 


another 52 are prisoners in 
Israel. 

Lebanon. along with 
human rights groups, includ- 
ing London-based Amnesty 
International. have 

denounced cases of torture 
and maltreatment of 
Lebanese detainees. 

The detainees are mostly 
accused of refusing to join the 
SLA militia or of helping 
anti-Israeli groups, particular- 
ly the Hizbollah. in the guer- 
rilla war to force Israel out of 
south Lebanon. 

The ICRC has been recent- 
ly engaged in negotiations in 
Lebanon and Israel for a pos- 
sible exchange of prisoners 
and bodies of slain fighters 
between Israel and Hizbollah. 

Israel wants the return of 
the remains of some of the 12 
soldiers killed in a failed 
commando operation north of 
the Israeli-occupied zone in 
September. In return, Hizbol- 
lah demands the release of 
Lebanese detainees from 
Israeli jails. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel ordered a Pales- 
tinian theatre in Arab east 
Jerusalem dosed for a day to 
prevent members of the Pop- 
ular From for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) from 
holding an anniversary cele- 
bration. 

“The Hakawati theatre, 
which is supposed to serve 
the terrorist group on the said 
day is hereby ordered shut," 
said the police order, a copy 
of which was faxed to 
Reuters on Friday. 

It said the Hakawati — 
officially named the Palestin- 
ian National Theatre — must 
keep its doors shut on Satur- 
day, when the PFLP planned 
to mark 30 years since its 
founding. Israel considers the 
Damascus-based group a 
‘Terrorist" organisation. 

“The police hung a one-day 
closure order this afternoon 
at the theatre's door banning 
the 30th anniversary of the 
PFLP scheduled for tomor- 
row." Hakawati Director 
Jamal Ghosheh told Reuters. 

PFLP. the PLO faction 
headed by George Habash, 
opposes PLO-Israe! peace 
deals and still follows the 
doctrine of armed-struggle to 
destroy Israel. 


Mr. Ghosheh said since the 
beginning of this year the 
Israeli authorities have been 
preventing Palestinian cele- 
brations in Arab east 
Jerusalem held under the aus- 
pices of the Palestinian 
National Authority. 

“Even a Chilean dance 
group was prevented from 
performing here in Arab 
Jerusalem this summer 
because the Palestinian 
(National) Authority's youth 
ministry paid them to come 
to the country and we invited 
them over," Mr. Ghosheh 
said. 

Israel tightened its hold on 
Arab east Jerusalem late on 
Wednesday, imposing a 
broad ban on Palestinian 
political activity in the city in 
a move to block a PLO- 
backed census. 

Israel illegally annexed east 
Jerusalem after capturing it in 
the 1967 Middle East war 
and regards it as the “unified 
capital" of Israel, a claim not 
recognised internationally. 

The PLO wants Arab east 
Jerusalem as the capital of a 
future Palestinian state. 
About 180.000 Arabs reside 
in east Jerusalem out of the 
more than one million living 
in the West Bank. 


Irish president visits troops 
in southern Lebanon 



CROWN PRINCE MEETS ASSAD: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Syrian President Hafez Assad meet 
on Thursday in the Iranian capital. Tehran, on the sidelines of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIL ) sum- 
miL Seen in the photo is Upper House of Parliament Speaker Zeid RifaL Discussion at the meeting, which was attend- 
ed also by Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majall, Foreign Minister Fayez Tarawneh and other senior officials, focused 
on means Co enhance bilateral ties and issues discussed at the OIC summit (Petra photo! 


Farrakhan calls on U.S. to lift Iraqi embargo 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Louis Farrakhan. leader of 
the Chicago-based Nation 
of Islam, called Thursday 
on the United States to per- 
mit the lifting of the U.N. 
embargo imposed on Iraq in 
1990. 

“Lift the sanctions: this is 
not the way the greatest 
superpower in the history of 
the world should behave." 
the black Muslim leader 
said in a news conference 
here. 

"I think that the President 
[Bill Clinton] needs better 
advice " he said. 

He urged U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to seek to dis- 
arm the entire Middle East 
and not jusl Iraq, in order to 
make peace in the region. 

“Let us get Israel's 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion destroyed then: let us 
ask if Syria has any... and 
while doing that, let us ask 
America to do the same.” 

He called on the Organi- 


sation of the Islamic Con- 
ference. which ended its 
eighth summit Thursday in 
Tehran, to "defy these 
[U.N.] sanctions and begin 
to look after their brothers 
and sisters who ore dying in 
what I call moss form of ter- 
rorism. because it is killing 
innocent men. women and 
children for political pur- 
poses." 

He said he appealed to the 
54 member slates of the 
organisation to call on U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan to justify the sanc- 
tions. 

Asked if he would face 
difficulties from the U.S. 
government when he 
returns, Mr. Farrakhan said. 
“My passport is the proper- 
ty of the U.S. government. 
As a citizen of the United 
States. I did not use my 
passport to enter Iraq. But 1 
am here as a Muslim, a ser- 
vant of God.” 

The U.S. State Depart- 


ment last week criticised 
Mr. Farrakhan's plans to 
travel to Iraq and Libya, 
saying the regimes would 
use the visit for propaganda 
purposes. 

“We made it clear that u 
visit by Minister Farrakhan 
to Libya and Iraq would not 
be helpful, and we are there- 
fore opposed to him going." 
Stale Department 

spokesman James Rubin 
said. 

Under U.S. law, the use of 
a U.S. passport is prohibited 
in Iraq and Libya but travel 
to those countries is not 
considered illegal. 

Noting that Iraq and Libya 
are under sanctions. Mr. 
Rubin said they have yet to 
comply with international 
demands. 

“We believe that the visit 
of U.S. citizens to these 
countries will therefore 
result in their being used for 
propaganda purposes." he 
said. 


Mr. Farrakhan. who 
arrived in Iraq Tuesday, nvei 
Wednesday with Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
with whom he discussed 
"the fallout from the embar- 
go on the Iraqi population." 
Iraqi television said. 

The Nation of Islam 
leader is on a three-month- 
long "world friendship 
tour." which will also 
include visits to Iran. Libya 
and Cuba. 

Sanctions were slapped on 
Libya live years ago for its 
refusal to extradite two 
Libyan suspects for trial in 
connection with the 1987 
bombing of a Pan Am air- 
liner over Lockerbie. Scot- 
land. in which 270 people 
died. 

Iraq must destroy all of its 
"weapons of mass destruc- 
tion and comply with other 
provisions to end sanctions 
that were imposed during its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 


Egyptian opposition calls for 
political reforms to end terrorism 


Jewish U.S. businessman to 
shuttle between Israel and Syria 


NAQOURA (AFP) — Visit- 
ing Irish President Maty 
McAleese on Friday inspect- 
ed her country’s battalion 
within the U.N. peacekeeping 
forces in embattled southern 
Lebanon. 

Ms. McAleese, who anived 
late Thursday for a three-day 
visit, met senior officials of 
the U.N. Interim Fo rces i n 
southern Lebanon (UNIFIL) 
at N3qc*ura near the 
Lebanese-Israeli border. 

She was due to visit the 
500-strong Irish ba ttalion 
affiliated with UNIFIL at its 
headquarters in the southern 
village of Tebnine. 

The Irish president was due 
to hold talks with her 
Lebanese counterpart Elias 
Hrawi on Satur day. 

Of the 215 UNIFIL person- 
nel killed since the force was 
sent to the area after Israel's 


first invasion of Lebanon in 
1978. 37 are Irish. 

The 5,400-member 

UNIFIL is made up of nine 
contingents from Fiji. Fin- 
land, France. Ghana. Ireland. 
Italy. Nepal. Norway and 
Poland. 

The official mandate of the 
blue berets has been to help 
Lebanese authorities restore 
control of t heir territory. 

But UNIFIL has been 
unable to fulfil its mission 
because Israel refuses to 
withdraw completely from 
south Lebanon as called for in 
U.N. Security Council Reso- 
lution 425. 

The peacekeepers oversee a 
675-square-kilometre area. 
Part of the area L inside the 
Israeli self-declared “security 
zone” which it occupied in 
1985. three years after its full- 
scale invasion of Lebanon. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
opposition parties have 
called for the government to 
undertake political reforms 
to encourage a halt to terror- 
ism by militants seeking to 
take power. 

“It is time to open the 
door today to power sharing 
by peaceful means, other- 
wise Jour] society will risk 
more violence and terror- 
ism." opposition parties 
said in a joint statement fol- 
lowing a conference late 
Thursday. 

Tile ponies included the 
five main legal opposition 
parties, as well as two par- 
ties not recognised by the 


government — the non- 
armed movement of the 
Muslim Brotherhood and 
the Communist Party. 

The parties said the need 
for reforms was particularly 
urgent following ‘"the esca- 
lation of the phenomenon of 
terrorism" with the mas- 
sacre of 58 tourists and four 
Egyptians in Luxor last 
month. 

The statement called for 
political and constitutional 
reform, especially “the can- 
cellation of the emergency 
law" in effect in Egypt since 
the assassination of former 
president Anwar Sadat by 
Islamists in October 1981. 


The law permits authori- 
ties to detain for repeated 
periods anyone deemed a 
"security threat.” 

The opposition also called 
for an end to the trial of 
civilians suspected of ter- 
rorism in military courts 
and an end to the use of 
“torture" by security ser- 
vices. 

A lawyer representing the 
armed Islamist group Jamuu 
Islamtyya which claimed 
responsibility for the Luxor 
attack asked the parties to 
start a “national dialogue on 
the roots of violence in 
Egypt, which could include 
figures close to the Jarnaa” 


TEL AVIV { AP) — A Jew- 
ish- American businessman 
will meet with Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Assad in Dam- 
ascus to try and get stalled 
Isracli-Syrian peace talks 
restarted, an Israeli news- 
paper said Friday. 

Slim Fast owner Dan 
Abrams has shuttled 

between Israel and Syria in 
the past in hopes of bring- 
ing the two sides closer 
together. Israeli media 

reports have also said Mr. 
Abrams and U.S. cosmetics 
heir Ron Lauder own an 
Israeli-registered company 
that wants to lay a water 
pipeline from Turkey m 


Israel through Syrian terri- 
tory. 

Mr Abrams flew to the 
Middle East on Thursday 
and was to meet with Presi- 
dent Assad early next week, 
the Yedint Ahronot newspa- 
per said Friday. Mr. Abrams 
was also expected to hold 
talks with Prime Minister 
Bony am in Ncunyahu in 
Jerusalem. Mr. Netanyahu's 
aides were not available for 
comment Friday. 

In recent years. Mr. 
Abrams has delivered mes- 
sages between Israel and 
Syria, and Israel attaches 
great importance lo the 
information he provides. 


Yediot saiil. In his current 
rrip. Mr. Abrams will he 
accompanied by Lhrw 
members of the U.S. con- 
gress. (he newspaper said, 
but did not provide the 
names. 

[srueli-Syrian peace talk' 
base been suspended since 
February 1996. At that 
lime, (he two sides report- 
edly had reached an under- 
standing that Israel would 
give up all of the Golan 
Heights in exchange I'* 
satisfactory security 

arrangements and normali- 
sation with Syria. Israel 
captured the Golan in the 
1967 war. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773UI-I9 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:10 Twinkle 


15:00.... 

16-00 

-The Ultimate Stuntman 

16:30 .. 


17:00 .. 


19:00 


19-J0 ... 

News headlines 

19J5-. 


20:00 

Comedy — Perfect 

Strangers 

20 JO .. 


21:10 .. 



2ZJ0 Feature film: “When Suanors 

Cali Back" 


2*59 ... 

Ellen 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:59.... 


06:22..- 

— .(Sunrisel Duha 

11 JO— 


14:14... 

1<5«37 


18:00..- 



CHURCHES 

St. Marv of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church TeJ. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anmmi cation 
TeL 637440. 

De to Salk Church Td. 661656. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR i SB 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeJ. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Td. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Macomloyy 
Intermittent showers are 
expected in the southern and 
eastern pans of the Kingdom 
with winds southeasterly mod- 


erate to active. In Aqaba skies 
witl be cloudy to partly cloudy 
with a chance of occasional 
showers, winds northerly 
active, and seas calm. 

MinVMav. temp- 

Amman .08/15 

Aqaba 14/22 

Deserts .06/17 

Jordan Valley 14/24 

Yesterday \ high temperatures: 
Amman 17 Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings'. Amman 45 per cent 
Aqaba 54 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghaleb Zsnraideh 73601 1 

Dr. Tawfiq Qub'ain .623029 

Dn Hshara Kanan 7902S6 

Dr. WsddounAsfcur 

Flras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukb pharmacy .—623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisari pharmacy —657660 


Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBU): 

Dr. Fawzi Abul Haija ....252970 

AI Quds pharmacy l — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad .....985550 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Grfl Defence Department 

-.66111) 

CMJ Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

CSvD Defence Emergency ... 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 

637777 

Fur Brigade ...._ 617101 

Blood Bank ..775121 

Highway Police - K43402 

Traffic Police 896j«0 

Public Security Department 

630521 

Hotel Complaints 605SGO 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints R97467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints - 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls . — -010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs 623101 


Abdaii Telephone Repairs 

-.661101 

Jordan Television ..... 773 II I 

Radio Jordan ,774 m 

Water Authority 6Sn|UQ 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
-.636381 

RJ Flight Information OX- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

6442SI/6 

Akilch Maternity, J. Amn, 

642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 

- _....b42.V.2 

Muihas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Slimdsani .—60707 1 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

Cnfrcrsiiy Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital.. G67227A* 
The Islamic, Abdaii 666 1 26/37 

AI-Ahfi. AbdaB 664 164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 

- 777101/3 

Al-Rashir. J- Ashrufieh 


775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674] 55 

The Arab Centre Tor Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


Zarqa 

National Hospital 
inoionnw) 

Ibn Sma Hospital ....(09 >986732 
AI Hikam Modern Hospital 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 
(02)27555 S 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
t02)27‘ ,T 7S 

Ibn /VI 

Nafces Hospital 
mV47inn 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 
(03)31411! 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied hy 
Royal Jordanian (RJj information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 


always he verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 527(H) or (08) 
523250. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


08:25 Damascus i RJ I 

09 JO New Delhi i RJ i 

09:55 Karachi. Dubai fRj i 

10:05. Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain 1 RJ 1 

11:10 Colombo iRj» 

15:00 ...New York. Amsterdam i RJ i 

16:20 GwihRJi 

17:40 Lavidon. Berlin iRJ) 

I9J0 Frankfurt ( RJ ) 

22:00 Jeddah < add 1 1 RJ) 

05: 15 ........... — .....Bangkok t RJ ) 


Other Flights 


09:30 Al'ArishiPF) 

13:15 -Riyadh (SV) 

15:05 - Vienna I OS i 

18:00 .....Dubai. DamasciMEK) 

21:10 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

21:15 London < BA) 

22J0 Athens 'OA i 

22:35 Cairn I MS i 

23 JO London. Bcimt (BA) 

23:35 Amsterdam i KLi 

23:45 Beiiut (ME) 

03:25 „. — — Rome i.AZ) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 


06:20 Beirut ( Kb' 

09:30 Frankfurt 'RJi 

1 1 :3<l .AnMcnkUR. New Vxt 'RJ' 

•2:00 Paris. Brussels iW' 

12:15 .. .LondnniW’ 

12:31) Cairo i PJ' 

13:45 Madrid (W* 

17:00 Jeddah ladd'ikl’ 

20:05 Rij.idhiW' 

20:15 Bomba) (RJ 1 

l0:)0 Lonvtea iW* 

20:30 Jeddah iW 


21:00 ....Abu Dhabi. DuKuiW' 
00:3o Abu Dhabi. Kuala Lump 1 " 
■ addj (RJt 

Other Flights 


07:00 Beirut 

10:30 ...ArArishiPl 7 ' 

14:15 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain'^ 1 

14:45 Riyadh iS'l 

15:50 Vienna I riS' 

19:00 DuhailE^' 

23:35 .. Cam? l MS 1 

23:55 Damascus. Puns l AP 

00:35 .Amsterdam <KL' 

03:00 Athens' tAZ' 

04:20 RomclQ*' 

06:15 Beirut I ME' 

06:40 jjcinrt, London i B-V 


Royal Wings (RW) 
i No flights on Saturday) 
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Jordanian POWs face bittersweet 


Israel’s West Bank withdrawal 


return after 16 years in detention 



Nader Subeihi, 46, a Jordanian citizen taken prisoner during the Iran-Iraq War, is 
greeted Thursday by his son and daughter upon his return after 16 years in deten- 
tion in Iran. His release and that of Khalid All Awad, 36, was secured by Prince Has- 
san during the OIC conference in Tehran (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 


offer ‘totally rejected’ — Majali 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two Jordani- 
ans freed by Iran after 16 
years of detention for fight- 
ing on the Iraqi side during 
ijje 1980-1988 war said 
iiiey have come to life again 
after returning home. 

' Khalid Ali Awad, 36, and 
Nader Subeihi, 46, whose 
release was secured by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan during his 
visit to Tehran to attend the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference summit, arrived 
home late Thursday 
evening to a warm wel- 
come. 

Mr. Awad kissed the air- 
port tarmac after stepping 
out of the plane rhat carried 
the Prince and Jordan’s offi- 
cial delegation, while Mr. 
Subeihi burst into tears 
after seeing his youngest 
daughter, whom he could 
not recognise. 

They were equally moved 
to see His Majesty King 
Hussein at the airport wel- 
coming the delegation. 

lamina state of shock," 
Mr. Awad, who was seized 
by Iranian forces on March 
26, 1982, told the Jordan 
Times. “Everything has 
chaoged around me, I feel 
like a caveman who has just 
awakened from death.” 

But he said he was sad- 
dened to learn that his 
mother had died during his 
captivity. 

**I was really depressed 
after they told me yesterday 
that my 60-year-old mother 
died because she was griev- 
ed by my disappearance,” 
he said. ‘T feel responsible 
for it.” 


AMMAN. (J.T.) — Jordan's 
Ambassador to Austria 
Mazen Armouti Friday pre- 
sented his credentials in 
Vienna to Austrian President 
Thomas Klestil as ambas- 
sador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary. 

At the presentation cere- 
mony. President Klestil 
praised the bilateral rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries and the Kingdom's 


Ali, Mr. Awad's older 
brother, was moved when 
he learnt of his brother’s 
return. 

“It was a miracle to see 
my brother again, because 
in 1982 we learned that he 
went missing on the Jraqi- 
lranian front, and we 
thought that we would 
never see him again.” said 
Mr. Ali Awad. 

For Mr. Subeihi, the 
shock of meeting his grown 
children was profound. "I 
could not believe my eyes 
when I saw that the infants 1 
had left had become grown 
ups,” he said. “I could not 
recognise them." 

But he said he felt sorry 


policies and commitment to 
the basic values of democra- 
cy. 

Dr. Armouti conveyed His 
Majesty King Hussein's best 
wishes to President Klestil 
and the Austrian people and 
voiced the King’s interest in 
further bolstering relations. 

He praised Austria’s sup- 
portive position for Arab 
rights and voiced hope that 
the country will play an 


for his wife who developed 
a heart ailment because of 
stress caused by his deten- 
tion. He was also disen- 
chanted to learn that one his 
four children was handi- 
capped. 

His oldest child then was 
12 years and his youngest 
was four. 

Officials said their release 
was a sign of appreciation 
for the Crown Prince’s trip 
to Tehran, the first such 
high-ranking visit since the 
1979 Islamic revolution in 
Iran soured bilateral ties. 
Prince Hassan led Jordan's 
delegation to the summit, 
which ended Thursday. 

Jordan had been trying to 


active role in pushing the 
peace process forward when 
it joins the European Troika 
early next year and when it 
assumes the chairmanship 
of the European Union bv 
mid- 1998. 

Dr. Armouti also presented 
his credentials to the heads 
of several international 
organisations. 

Also Friday. Jordanian 
Ambassador to France 


win their release for years. 

The Kingdom backed Iraq 
in its eight-year war with 
Iran and many Jordanian 
volunteers fought alongside 
the Iraqi army. 

Mr. Awad. who went to 
study in Iraq in 1982. decid- 
ed to join the Iraqi forces in 
response to a call by His 
Majesty then. Mr. Subeihi, 
a retired army officer, said 
he went for a visit to Bagh- 
dad and joined Iraqi forces 
to help defend Arab soil. 

The families of the 
released POWs expressed 
their deep appreciation to 
King Hussein. Prince Has- 
san, and others who helped 
secure their freedom. 


Adnan Talhouni presented 
his credentials to French 
President Jacques Chirac. 
Mr. Talhouni voiced Jor- 
dan's interest in strengthen- 
ing bilateral relations and 
cooperation. 

President Chirac praised 
the unique relations between 
both counties and expressed 
his country's desire to fur- 
ther enhance its relations 
with Jordan in various fields. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Israeli government’s latest 
offer to withdraw from 
parts of the West Bank has 
been totally rejected by the 
Palestinians, the Arabs, 
and the international com- 
munity, as seen by U.S. 
Secretaty of State 
Madeleine Albright’s 
recent remarks, according 
to Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. 

In an interview to be pub- 
lished today by the Bahrai- 
ni newspaper Akhbar AI 
Khalij (Gulf News), Dr. 
Majali criticised the gov- 
ernment of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyarain 
Netanyahu for failing to 
honour Israel's peace 
treaty commitments and 
called upon his govern- 
ment to fulfil 1 these 
pledges. 

On the Syrian and 


AMMAN (J.TJ — The 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment has strongly con- 
demned Iraq's execution 
of four Jordanian citizens 
on charges of smuggling 
spare auto pans, describ- 
ing the executions as an 
unjust act reflecting a fla- 
grant disregard for human 
rights. 

The House, in a state- 
ment issued Thursday, 
demanded that the Iraqi 
authorities release all Jor- 
danian detainees and 
refrain from executing 
those sentenced to death. 

However, Parliament 
rejected a proposal by 
deputy Khalit Haddadin 
(Arab Ba'ath Party mem- 
ber) to despatch a parlia- 
mentary delegation . to 
Baghdad on a fact-finding 
mission. 

At the session, which 
was attended by Deputy 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour and 40 deputies. 
Parliament asked that the 
government deal with this 
issue through quiet diplo- 
macy. 

They urged the govern- 
ment not to escalate the 
situation between the two 


Lebanese tracks of the 
peace process. Dr. Majali 
stated that both countries 
believe in peace and are 
working for it. However, 
he added, no one can 
expect them to engage in 
peace talks with Israel at a 
time when both see that the 
Netanyahu government is 
violating the terms of the 
agreements it has already 
signed. 

On Jordan’s inter-Arab 
relations. Dr. Majali said 
Jordan maintains close and 
distinguished relations 
with Bahrain, as well as 
the Gulf countries. 

When asked if Jordan's 
participation in the Doha 
economic conference held 
last month has contributed 
to widening the differences 
between the Kingdom and 
some Arab countries, 
including Syria, Dr. Majali 


countries to safeguard 
national interests and pro- 
tect the lives of the 
remaining Jordanian 
detainees and other Jor- 
danian nationals in Iraq, 
including 5.000 students in 
Iraqi universities. 

Following is the text of 
the House's statement: 

In following up on the 
question of the execution 
of the four Jordanians in 
Iraq, the Lower House of 
Parliament held an extra- 
ordinary meeting attended 
by [then] Acting Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour 
and several Cabinet mem- 
bers to hear more details 
from the government. 

After discussing the 
issue's various sides and 
its negative impact, the 
House declares the follow- 
ing: 

1. Parliament strongly 
denounces the execution 
of the four Jordanians as 
an unjust and inhuman act 
by all standards and one 
that reflects a total disre- 
gard for international 
legitimacy and human 
rights principles and con- 


said that statement was 
inaccurate, adding that 
inter-Arab relations are 
brotherly and that efforts 
are being made to avoid 
any grey areas in these 
relations. 

He cited the Saudi efforts 
spearheaded by King Fahd 
Ibn Abdul Aziz to patch up 
the recent differences 
between Egypt and Qatar 
an example" of a sincere 
Arab initiative to improve 
these relations. 

On relations with the 
Pales tin ian National 

Authority (PNA), the 
prime minister said Jordan 
maintains very special 
relations with the Pales- 
tinians. He reiterated Jor- 
dan's full support for the 
Palestinians in achieving 
their rights on their nation- 
al soil. 

On the freedom of the 


travenes the norms of hos- 
pitality and good neigh- 
bourly relations between 
Arab states. 

2. The House expresses 
astonishment and shock at 
the measure taken by the 
Iraqi authorities at a time 
when Jordan’s efforts, 
spearheaded by His 
Majesty King Hussein, are 
being exerted to lift the 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
and alleviate the sufferings 
of the Iraqi people, and at 
a time when a large num- 
ber of Iraqi nationals enjoy 
free and hospitable lives in 
Jordan. 

3. The House urges the 
[Jordanian] government to 
take the necessary mea- 
sures to ensure rhe safety 
of all Jordanians living in 
Iraq as well as other parts 
of the world. 

4. The House calls on the 
Iraqi authorities to release 
all Jordanian detainees 
immediately, rescind any 
and all execution orders 
against them, secure fair 
trials for the accused in a 
manner that will safe- 
guard their full right to 
defence, and inform the 
Jordanian government of 


press in Jordan, Dr. Majali 
said there are no limits but 
added that this freedom 
should be directed towards 
building rather than 
destroying what has been 
achieved. 

Jordanians have the full 
freedom to analyse and 
voice their opinion of any 
issue of concern to them, 
he said. 

On the rules governing 
professional associations, 
the prime minister said it is 
normal to review such 
rules and regulations peri- 
odically to ensure they are 
consistent with the require- 
ments of the age or the era. 

However, he said, any 
amendment or changes to 
these rules will serve the 
imeresr of the nation and 
the professions and will be 
presented to Parliament. 


all details connected with 
the detainees. 

5. The House voices its 
anger at this outrageous 
act, which occurred after 
the Iraqi government total- 
ly ignored Jordanian 
attempts to resolve this 
problem. 

6. The House will pursue 
developments concerning 
Jordanian nationals living 
in Iraq, especially those 
sentenced to death, to 
ensure that none are exe- 
cuted or harmed. 

7. The House expresses 
its deep condolences to the 
bereaved families. 

8. The House reaffirms 
its support for the Iraqi 
people in the face of their 
present plight and will 
continue to extend support 
tttthem and l world fora ms 
to alleviate their suffering 
resulting from the sanc- 
tions. This stand reflects 
the Jordanian people's 
sense of national belong- 
ing and Jordan's continued 
drive to enable Iraq to 
regain its status among the 
world community. 


British organisation offers assistance 
for Arab students to study in U.K. 


Japan donates $6.3 million to UNRWA 


Ambassadors to Austria, France present credentials 


Lower House condemns execution of four 
in Iraq as ‘total disregard for human rights’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A representa- 
tive of the London-based 
University Information 
Consultancy Service 

(UICS), an organisation 
that helps Arab students 
enroll at British 
universities, Friday said his 
office seeks to further 
strengthen Arab-British 
cultural and educational 
relations. 

"Our service is offered 
free of charge to students 
from the Arab World wish- 
ing to study in one of 


Britain's 180 universities. 
This enables them to get 
acceptance and start their 
courses,” Adam Dinham 
told the Jordan Times. 

“UICS, which has been 
assisting students from the 
Arab World to benefit from 
British higher education 
since 1994, offers expert 
guidance and assistance 
and works with students to 
find suitable courses in a 
British university,” he said, 
adding that “with its exten- 
sive contacts in the Middle 
East, Africa, and around 
the world. UICS under- 
stands the needs of foreign 


students living and study- 
ing in Britain and provides 
the help they need. 

“Being registered in 
Britain as a charity associ- 
ation, the UICS is able to 
raise funds from British 
organisations and 

universities to finance its 
programmes and service to 
the students, and that is 
why it offers them free of 
charge service.” according 
to Mr. Dinham, who serves 
as the UICS charity coordi- 
nator. 

“Our main aim is to bol- 
ster Arab-British relations 
through educational and 


cultural services and to 
help the graduates bring 
British education to the 
Arab World as well," he 
stated. 

Mr Dinham. who ends a 
visit to Jordan Monday in 
the course of his tour, said 
UICS has been helping stu- 
dents study while at home 
in the Arab World through 
distance learning, which he 
said “can be ideal for those 
already established in work 
or with family responsibili- 
ties and who cannot find 
the time or money to live 
and study abroad for sig- 
nificant periods." 


AMMAN (AFP) — Japan 
has contributed S6.3 mil- 
lion to the cash-strapped 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA), 
the organisation said in a 
statement Thursday. 

Japan, once the third 
largest donor to UNRWA, 
announced earlier this 
month it would cut its 
overall support in 1998 by 
two-thirds to $10 million, 
according to agency 
spokesperson Sami 

Mushasha. 

At a conference in New 
York on Dec. 2. donor 
countries pledged a total 
of $126 million for 1998, 


including $70 million 
promised by the United 
States, UNWRA's chief 
supporter. 

Other nations, including 
the U.K., have yet to make 
pledges. 

However, Mushasha 
Thursday warned that the 
agency may have to cut 
services next year because 
of a projected $50 million 
deficit for next year out of 
a budget of $343 million. 

“We have already cut to 
the bone. We have been 
able to mainrain our ser- 
vices, but they are severe- 
ly overburdened. If the 
donor countries do not 


come through with more 
money, we will face a 
worse situation next year,” 
Mr. Mushasha said. 

For his part, UNRWA 
Commissioner General 
Peter Hansen said in 
Amman Wednesday that 
“the agency will never 
think of reducing its ser- 
vices.. .in fact, it is trying 
to improve them.” accord- 
ing to the official news 
agency, Petra. 

Meanwhile. around 
6,500 UNRWA workers 
held a symbolic half-hour 
work stoppage Thursday 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip to protest austerity 


measures, UNRWA union 
president, Abdel Karim 
Juda, told AFP. 

The agency introduced 
severe austerity measures 
earlier this year, which 
sparked an outright revolt 
among the 3.2 million 
Palestinian refugees in the 
Gaza Strip, West Bank, 
and neighbouring Arab 
countries to whom it pro- 
vides services. 

Japan's contribution will 
be formalised by its 
ambassador, Takayuki 
Kimura. and the UNRWA 
commissioner general in 
Amman Sunday. 


Shura Council holds year’s final meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Islamic Action Front (1AF) 
Shura Council Friday held 
its fourth and last session in 
its mandate for this year. 

The session, which was 
chaired by the council's act- 
ing President Abdul Aziz 
Kleib Shreideh, focused on 
domestic, Arab, and Islamic 
issues of concern, including 


the economic sanctions on 
Iraq, Libya, Sudan, and Iran. 

The council’s members 
called for developing the 
role of the front in various 
aspects and fields. 

They condemned Israeli 
intransigence in its dealings 
and policies and praised the 
Palestinian people's strug- 
gle against and resistance to 


the Israeli authorities. They 
also praised the struggle of 
the Lebanese resistance 
movement. particularly 
Hizbollah, against the 
Israeli army. 

The council supported the 
recommendations of the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference, which was held 
in Tehran last week. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

* Comedy “Der Garten" (The Garden) at 
Goethe-Institut, Jabal Amm an at 4:30 p.m. 

SEMINAR 

* “Positive Dealings With Children” (in 
Arabic) ai the Royal Cultural Centre at 4:00 
pan. 

E XHIB ITIONS 

* Photo exhibition by Edgardo Rodriguez 
entitled “Arab Presence in Cuban Architec- 


ture” at Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman, 
until Dec. 20. 

* Plastic (abstract) by Iraqi artist Dhia Khaz- 
a'i at Hammurabi Ait Gallery. Gardens Streei 
(Tel. 5536098). until Dec. 18 

* Exhibition of prints by Algerian artist 
Koraishi and calligraphy by Iraqi artist Hassan 
Massoudi ar Darat AI Funun. Jabal Weibdeh, 
until Dec. 31. Also displaying paintings by 
Jordanian artist Nasr Abdul Aziz, and works 
by contemporary Arab artists. 

* “Journey Within” by Pakistani artist Gul- 
zee and his son. sculptor Amin Gulgee, ar the 
Jordan National Gallery of Hue Arts (Tel. 
630128), until Dec. 15. 


Orthodox group announces plans for conference 
examining Jerusalem patriarch’s land policies 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Junes 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
and Palestinian Orthodox 
group has announced plans 
to hold a conference in 
Amman next year in a bid to 
stop what they describe as 
the “mismanagement” of 
Greek Orthodox properties 
by the Patriarch of 
Jerusalem. 

“The conference will 
mainly focus on the Ortho- 
dox properties that are being 
sold by the patriarch.” 
according to George 
Mdanau a member of the 
Los Angeles-based Task 
Force to Save the Orthodox 
Christians in the Patriar- 
chate of Jerusalem 

Dr. Mdanat told a press 
conference Thursday that 
another aim of this meeting, 
which is expected ro take 
place in August, is to “Ara- 


bise” the Orthodox church 
in the Holy Land. 

The gathering will group 
Muslim and Christian per- 
sonalities in Jordan and 
Palestine, as well as delega- 
tions of Orthodox communi- 
ties living in the U.S.. Cana- 
da, Australia, and South 
American countries, he said. 

A delegation of the task 
force recently met with an 
advisor to His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
and informed him of their 
intention to hold the confer- 
ence in Jordan. 

Dr. Mdanat charged that 
the Greek Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, Diodoros, has 
sold some of the Church's 
lands to Israelis and neglect- 
ed Arab Orthodox interests 
in the Holy Land. 

“Many of the Church’s 
lands that were sold to the 
Israelis were later used for 
settlement purposes,” said 


Dr. Mdanat. who headed a 
nine-man delegation that 
recently ended a one-week 
visit to Jordan, the Palestin- 
ian self-rule areas, and the 
northern Galilee. 

Qustantin Nasr. a member 
of the delegation, said dur- 
ing their visit, they toured 
Orthodox-affiliated church- 
es and "were shocked by the 
spiritual negligence of the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchy 
in Jerusalem.” 

“There are churches that 
have been ignored by the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarch 
for years” Father Nasr said. 

Richard Ballow. the pastor 
of Sl Athanasius Antiochian 
Church in Sacramento, Cal- 
ifornia. who accompanied 
the delegation, said the con- 
ference will help in rectify- 
ing the alleged injustices of 
the Greek Orthodox Patri- 
arch. 

“1 am here because I am 


very concerned and sympa- 
thetic with the suffering of 
the Orthodox faithful here. 
In the past three days, we 
have been up and down Jor- 
dan. [seen] numerous towns 
and churches, and we have 
heard the cries and the feel- 
ings of the Orthodox people 
here in Jordan" said Father 


Ballow. 

“The conference will 
bring a great sense of 
unity.. .what we are looking 
for is not a revolution 
against the Patriarch but an 
awakening in which Arab 
Orthodox here can be in 
charge of their destiny.” he 
added 




Heartfelt Congratulations 
Ramtha/Jordan 

All the family members and relatives 
in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
congratulate 

SUSAN 

daughter of Prof. Sayel Ramthan, 
head of the Accountancy Department 
at Bahrain University, 
on the occasion of her engagement to 
their dear son 

Monther Ramthan 
Congratulations 
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Blazing fire severely disrupts 
traffic at Heathrow airport 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
major fire at London’s 
Heathrow airport was 
brought under control 
Friday three hours after it 
broke out in one of its four 
passenger terminals, airport 
authorities said. 

However the blaze, 
which began in a fast-food 
restaurant in Terminal One 
in the early hours of Friday, 
caused massive disruption 
to air traffic at Heathrow. 
Europe’s busiest airport. 

No one was injured in the 
fire, ambulance crews 
reported. 

Flights out of Terminal 
One, the busiest of the four, 
were cancelled while 
incoming flights were 
diverted to the other termi- 
nals or to London's 
Stansted airport, northeast 
of the capital. and 
Southampton. southern 
England. 

There is major smoke 
damage and Terminal One 
“is closed until further 
notice." said a British 
Airways Authority spokes- 
woman. “We need time to 
assess the damage but we 


are working flat out to 
reopen as soon as possi- 
ble." she said. 

The airlines British 
Midland. Sabena, South 
African Airways. Cyprus 
Airways and Aer Lingus 
which use the terminal can- 
celled their flights. 

So too did the German 
airline Lufthansa which 
cancelled 24 morning 
flights into London, but 
planned to add more later 
in the day to compensate. 

Domestic flights, notably 
to Manchester, Edinburgh. 
Glasgow and Birmingham, 
were particularly disrupted. 
Authorities advised passen- 
gers to phone for details of 
their flights before arriving 
at Heathrow. 

Flights into Terminals 
Two, Three and Four 
resumed after they were 
dosed down briefly as a 
security measure. 

Street traffic was locked 
solid around the airport 
after the closure of roads 
leading to Heathrow at the 
height of the morning rush- 
hour into London. 

Some people abandoned 


their cars at the roadside 
and walked, luggage in 
hand, to the airport, said 
BAA officials. London’s 
underground railway ser- 
vice to the airport was also 
suspended, adding to the 
blockages. 

Police criticised trav- 
ellers for driving to the air- 
port despite radio and tele- 
vision warnings that their 
flights would be cancelled 
or severely delayed. 

"The airport is not closed 
but access is very limited’* 
an airport spokesman said. 
More than 100 firefighters 
battled the blaze which 
began at around 0440 GMT 
in the roof of a Burger King 
restaurant in Terminal One. 
and which rapidly spread 
through air ducts to nearby 
stores. 

"The fire seemed to have 
started in the roof of a 
Burger King restaurant, but 
w'har started the blaze is 
still not known,” said a fire 
brigade spokesman. 

High-tech thermal imag- 
ing cameras were used to 
help firefighters locate the 
blaze in a 200 metre verti- 


cal duct carrying hot air 
and fumes from the restau- 
rant. 

As the fire began spread- 
ing rapidly from" the restau- 
rant in the Terminal One 
departure lounge, rescue 
services began evacuating 
personnel from the build- 
ing. Witnesses described 
the scene during the evacu- 
ation as “utter chaos.” 

London Heathrow served 
55.7 million passengers in 
1996. and is the world's 
fourth busiest airport. 

Every day. the airport 
handles more than 1,000 
flights to 200 destinations. 
At peak hours, a flight 
takes off from Heathrow 
every 90 seconds. 

On a normal day about 
1 80.000 people pass 
through the airport, almost 
half through Terminal One. 
said Roger Cato, the air- 
port’s director-general. 

A Heathrow spokesman 
said the airport authorities 
were doing everything they 
could to get passengers to 
their destinations, includ- 
ing use of buses and trains 
where appropriate. 


Danish wind power industry 
could be Kyoto winner 


COPENHAGEN (R) — 
Denmark, a world leader in 
wind power technology, is 
gearing up to produce more 
clean -energy turbines as a 
result of the Kyoto accord 
to slow global wanning. 

The windfall could be 
worth as much as 120 bil- 
lion Danish crowns ($17.8 
billion) between now and 
2010. the financial daily 
Borsen reported Friday. 

“We hope that 
Kyoto will bring 
about a high inter- 
est in the busi- 
ness,” the Danish 
Wind Power 
Industry's 
spokesman Steffen 
Damborg told 
Reuters." 

Denmark hopes 
that the treaty, 
which mandates an 
average cut of 5.2 
per cent in the 
greenhouse gas 
emissions blamed 
for a warming of 
the planet, will 
prompt national 
governments to 
legislate in favour 
of cleaner energy. 

"We don’t know 
whether the U.S. 
Congress is going 
to accept the treaty, 
but certainly we 
are encouraged. 

The five per cent 
reduction in green- 
house cases is bet- 


ter than nothing," Mr. 
Damborg said. 

Borsen said the European 
Commission’s aim to have 
windmills capable of gen- 
erating 40.000 megawatts 
of electricity by 2010 
would create orders worth 
250 billion crowns. 

That would mean 120 
billion crowns of business 
if Denmark maintained its 
share of the world wind 


turbine market, the paper 
reckoned. 

Asked to comment on 
these figures. Mr. Damborg 
told Reuters, “we have not 
yet made calculations of 
what the Kyoro agreement 
means for us.” There were 
major uncertainties about 
funding for the European 
Union windpower target 
and the Danish market 
share in future, he said. 


Japan to set up office to monitor 
‘greenhouse gas ’ cut 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan is planning to set up an office under Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto to make sure it meets its targets to reduce “greenhouse gas” 
emissions, the top government spokesman said Friday. 

“The cabinet should take concrete, effective measures in a comprehensive and 
systematic manner to prevent global warming,” Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Kanezo Muraoka quoted Mr. Hashimoto as telling ministers. 

The office will coordinate the work of the ministers for trade and environment 
and other areas and will aim to revise the energy-saving law and enhance gov- 
ernment publicity campaigns on the issue. It will also help development of anti- 
pollution technology and mull ways to support developing countries in cutting 
gas emissions. Mr. Muraoka said. 

International negotiators at Japan’s ancient capital of Kyoto Thursday agreed 
a legally-binding 5.2 per cent cut from 1990 levels by 2008-2012 in “green- 
house” gases blamed for global warming. 

The European Union is to cut six greenhouse gases by eight per cent, the 
United Stales by seven per cent and the Japanese hosts six per cent. 

International Trade and Industry Minister Mitsuo Horiuchi said his ministry 
aimed to submit a bill to drastically revise the energy-saving law to the next 
parliamentary' session to be convened in early January. 

Mr. Horiuchi also said the ministry planned to “promote the establishment of 
nuclear power plants" to achieve the target. 

The trade ministry has been saying Japan would need to build 20 more 
nuclear power plants to achieve the goal by promoting a shift from thermal 
power plants which bum fossil fuels. 

The ministiy has already secured agreements for the establishment of nine 
nuclear power plants. Mr. Horiuchi said. 


By the end- 1997 the 
world will have wind tur- 
bines with a capacity of 
7,500 megawatts, Danish 
industry figures show. 

These turbines are 
expected to produce about 
15 terawatt hours of elec- 
tricity in 1998. about one 
thousandth of the world’s 
total electricity consump- 
tion. 

Denmark’s enthusiasm 
for wind power 
was underlined 
Thursday when 
Neg Micon A/S 
said it had jointly 
acquired a large 
wind power pro- 
ject from 

Kenetech 
Windpower INC, 
which is operat- 
ing under chap- 
ter 1 1 of the U.S. 
bankruptcy code. 

The purchase 
includes more 
than 4,000 wind 
turbine genera- 
tors and related 
infrastructure 
located in the 
Allamonl Pass 
near San 

Francisco. 

Neg Micon 
said its strategy 
was to upgrade 
older wind 
power planus 
with modem 
technology in 
North America. 


Rwandan refugee camp buries dead after massacre 


MUDENDE. Rwanda 
(AFP) — Tutsi refugees 
were buried Friday follow- 
ing the massacre at the 
Mudende camp in north- 
western Rwanda, where at 
least 271 people died in an 
attack blamed on Hutu 
extremists, according to the 
latest toll. 

A local administrative 
source said the raid late 
Wednesday on the camp for 
Tutsi refiiaees from the 
neighbouring Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) 
claimed 271 lives. An earlier 
figure said 23 1 people were 
killed, but small white flags 
on newly dug common 
graves indicated that the 
number was higher. 

The commander of the 
mainly Tutsi army in the 
region, named as Colonel 
Kayumba. told AFP that the 
attackers, previously said to 
be Rwandan Interahamwe 
militiamen and local people, 
came both from the town of 
Kanama and from the border 
with the DRC. 

“It was a coordinated 
attack. They began to shoot, 
throw grenades and set fire 
to the tents.” Col. Kayumba 
said. 

“Intervention by the 

(Rwandan) milirary was 


complicated by the panic 
which swept through the 
camp”, he added. The 
Mudende site housed some 
17.(X)0 ethnic Tutsis who 
had fled the Masisi region in 
the northeast of the former 
Zaire, where President 
Laurent Kabila seized power 
last May. 

“This situation is clear 
proof of the kind of war we 
are fighting." the colonel 
stated. “This is a defenceless 
camp, which had no preten- 
tions to any property or land. 
We are simply try ing to put a 
stop to genocide." 

Behind the officer, more 
than a dozen Rwandans had 
dug common graves for the 
burial of men. women and 
children. Bodies which had 
been hacked apart with 
machetes were wrapped in 
the plastic sheeting that had 
served as part of their 
makeshift shelters. 

Lifting up one of the 
sheets. Col. Kayumba 
revealed the burned corpses 
of a woman and a child, 
looked at journalists and 
asked: "And these, you think 
they were fighters?" 

The government in Kigali, 
installed by the Tutsi-led 
Rwandan Patriotic From 
(RPF) which seized power 


in 1994. has come under fire 
for the human rights record 
of the new Rwandan 
Patriotic .Army (RPA), but is 
also seeking to defeat Hutu 
militiamen and former gov- 
ernment troops blamed for 
the genocide of between half 
a million and S00.000 TuLsis 
and moderate Hums in April 
to July that year. 

Workers Friday carried the 
dead ro the graves from a 
building where many bodies 
had been slacked up. 

Well away from the sol- 
diers. a teacher in his 40s 
said he came from the town 
of Rwerere. which had been 
attacked four days earlier, 
causing him to flee to the 
camp, which was raided in 
turn. 

“In one week. I was almost 
killed twice." he said. “What 
do you want me to do? They 
came at midnight and encir- 
cled the camp", armed with 
rifles, grenades, axes and 
spears. They pul up barriers 
on the roads, the tracks and 
all around to prevent the sol- 
diers from coming." 

The teacher, who gave his 
name as Lambert, said that 
he estimated that between 
700 and 900 people may 
have been massacred, 
though rhe initial official loll 


was 231. 

“The rebels did everything 
to succeed." he said. “They 
did their job and they left 
satisfied.” 

"The morning after the 
massacre, all the refugees 
fled the camp," the teacher 
added. He also left 
Thursday, but went buck 
Friday to collect a few 
clothes and other belongings 
before installing himself 
beside a road several kilo- 
metres distant from the 
camp. 

A transit camp at Nkamira 
was placed at the disposal of 
people seeking shelter by 
staff of the U.N, High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), but Mr. Lambert 
said he had already found it 
full. 

The local mayor indicated 
that he was still trying to 
understand what had hap- 
pened- “I live 500 metres 
from the camp." he said. “I 
heard shots around 3:00 a.m. 
Then people came to find 
me and tell me what was 
going on." 

“1 did not see the attackers 
myself.” he said, “but there 
could have been a thousand 
of them, militiamen, peasant 
farmers from around here, 
women.** 



Emergency services attend the scene of a major fire at London Heathrow airport s 
Terminal One (Reuter photo) 


N. Irish Unionists snub 
Sinn Fein demand for talks 


BELFAST (R) — Northern 
Irish Protestant leader 
David Trimble Friday 
brushed aside a Republican 
challenge to emulate British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and meet Sinn Fein, the 
IRA's political arm, face to 
face. 

Mr. Trimble, the main 
opponent in the British- 
ruled province of political 
links with the Irish republic, 
said talks would only “feed 
the ego” of Sinn Fein 
President Gerry Adams, 
who met Mr. Blair 
Thursday. 

Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP) leader Trimble also 
said it was “worse than a 
distinct possibility" that the 
outlawed Irish Republican 
Army would relaunch a 
guerrilla campaign aimed at 
achieving an all-Ireland 
state. 

Sinn Fein leaders were in 
upbeat mood after the land- 
mark London talks with Mr. 
Blair at the prime minister’s 
official 10 Downing Street 
residence. 

It was the first such meet- 
ing since 1921 when, after a 
bitter Anglo-Irish war. 
Republicans reluctantly 
accepted a partition deal 
that kept Northern Ireland 
under British rule. 

Mr. Blair has injected 
fresh verve into flagging 
Northern Ireland peace 
efforts since he ended 18 
years of conservative rule 
with a landslide victory at 
the May 1 election. 

He is pinning his hopes on 


a settlement in all -party 
talks taking place in Belfast, 
but warned Mr. Adams that 
Sinn Fein would be thrown 
out if the IRA ditched a 
ceasefire it called in July. 

Mr. Blair and his Irish 
counterpart, Bertie Ahern, 
were due to discuss 
Northern Ireland on the 
fringe of a European Union 
summit that started in 
Luxembourg Friday. 

Mr. Trimble is a pivotal 
figure in the Anglo-Irish 
sponsored talks, which Mr. 
Blair wants to produce mea- 
sures by next May to end 
decades of guerrilla strife. 

His UUP, "which draws its 
support from among 
Northern Ireland's 

Protestant majority, sits at 
the talks table with other 
Northern Ireland political 
parties but refuses to speak 
to Sinn Fein. 

Mr. Trimble hardened that 
policy Friday, telling BBC 
Radio there was no merit in 
a face-to-face meeting with 
Mr. Adams. 

“it would only feed his 
ego. which doesn’t need it. 
but, more importantly, it 
would only reinforce his 
delusions. 

“It is quite a remarkable 
situation in the (Belfast) 
talks. Virtually all the par- 
ties are engaged seriously in 
the real world... we know 
the broad outlines of the 
settlement that is leading to. 
Sinn Fein, on the other 
hand, is in a fantasy world.” 

Mr. Trimble, a long lime 
scourae of the IRA, said he 


was astonished by a state- 
ment from Britain’s 
Northern Ireland secretary. 
Mo Mowlam, that her intel- 
ligence reports regarded the 
IRA truce as firm. 

“That statement can only 
be true in a very narrow and 
limited sense in that rhe 
intelligence coming to her 
is saying the ceasefire is 
firm today, tomorrow, next 
week perhaps, but that look- 
ing into the new year it is 
nut firm,” Mr. Trimble said. 

“It shouldn't be a surprise 
because Sinn Fein-rRA 
have not yet accepted the 
democratic process... " 

Mr. Blair invited Mr. 
Adams to downing street to 
keep up the momentum of 
the peace process and illus- 
trate that he is prepared to 
treat Sinn Fein as a legiti- 
mate political party as long 
as the IRA’s guns remain 
silent. 

Sinn Fein says negotia- 
tions with the UUP must be 
the next step in the process. 

“World leaders are pre- 
pared to meet Sinn Fein and 
take at face value what Sinn 
Fein says about their com- 
mitment to the peace 
process, and test us,” Party 
Chairman Mitchell 

McLaughlin told BBC tele- 
vision. 

“That is the litmus test 
and if we betray that trust, 
then yes. come out and con- 
demn us. But you can’t do it 
if you refuse to talks to us.„ 
let’s start the negotiations 
now.” he said. 


Scandal-plagued Indian 
politician freed from jail 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
high-ranking former ally of 
Indian Prime Minister Indcr 
Kumar Gujral was released 
Friday after more than four 
months in jail on corruption 
charges, reports said. 

Laloo Prasad Yadav was 
greeted by thousands of 
cheering supporters as he 
emerged from prison in (he 
eastern city of Patna, a day 
after he was granted bail by 
a court. 

The controversial Yadav. 
50. then drove to a Hindu 
temple to pray, the Press 
Trust of India (PTh said. 
He later addressed his sup- 
porters. 

Mr. Yadav. a former chief 
minister of Bihar, India's 
second most populous slate 
with some 90 million peo- 
ple. was detained July 30 in 
connection with a S271- 
million embezzlement case. 

His arrest came after he 
resigned us the Bihar chief 
minister, making his illiter- 
ate wife, Rabri Devi, his 
successor. Patna is the 
Bihar capital. 

Mr. Yadav had been 
accused of allegedly help- 
ing to siphon off funds 
from a state agricultural 
fund. He has refuted the 
charges, and denied links to 
ihc case in which several 
politicians and officials are 
also involved. 

Mr. Yadav Friday said he 
would not take over charge 
from Rabri Devi, a political 
novice until her elevation to 
the ehief minister's post. 

“There is no question of 



India's Congest) Party president Sitaram Kesri (left) 
addresses party leaders during the Congress Working 
Committee meeting the party’s top policymakers in 
New Delhi. The meeting was called to chalk out their 
poll strategy for February's general election (Reuter 
photo) 


power-transfer till after the 
elections. Both of us will 
jointly campaign and sweep 
Ihc elections.” an ebullient 
Yadav said. 

“She has been pestering 
me since yesterday to take 
over ... but I have turned 
down her plea.” lie said. 
"She has been elected chief 
minister by the legislators." 

Mr. Yadav was formerly 
l he president of Mr. 
Ciijral's Janata Dal 
(People’s Party). He quit 
Ihc post and formed his 
own party early this year. 

PTI said Ruhri Devi was 
among the thousands who 
waited patiently outside the 
jail to welcome Mr. Yadav. 
The others included Bihar 
slate ministers. 


A former shepherd. Mr. 
Yadav has carefully culti- 
vated his rustic image with 
his counuy bumpkin hair- 
style and traditional Indian 
attire of flowing shin and 
pyjamas. 

He first became the chief 
minister of Bihar, which 
borders Nepal, in 1990 and 
was reelected for another 
five years in 1995. 

But his popularity look a 
beating following his 
alleged involvement in the 
corruption scandal, forcing 
him to break away from the 
Janata Dal, which he had 
helped .set up in 198S. and 
resign as chief minister. 

Fresh elections to [he 
Indian parliament arc due 
csirlv next year. 


Chinese 

dissident 

slams 

Japan over 

Nanjing 

massacre 


BEIJING (AFP) ^ 
Dissident Lin Xinshu 
lashed out at Japan o n 
the eve of Saturday's 
60th anniversary of the 
Nanjing massacre. M y- 
ing the country did nl.u 
want to admit to rhe 
wartime crimes commu- 
ted by the Imperial 
Japanese Army. 

Mr. Lin, founder of an 
association seeking war 
damages from Japan, 
targeted Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryutam 

Hashimoro’s September 
trip to China and 
accused the premier of 
avoiding a visit |« 
Nanjing. 

“Sixty years later. Mr 
Hashimoto could ha\e 
taken advantage of the 
opportunity to go io 
Nanjing and apologise 
to the Chinese people, 
but he did not utter one 
word about the war dur- 
ing his visit.” said Mr 
Lin. 

China Saturday marks 
the 60th anniversary uf 
the Dec. 13. 1937. 
Nanjing massacre during 
which between 140.0(K> 
and 370.000 Chinese are 
believed to have beer 
massacred by Japanese 
Imperial Army troops. 

Mr. Hashimoto had 
expressed “profound 
regret” over Japan': 
aggression during the 
war with China, which 
lasted from 1937 to 
1945. 

In July. Chinese, 
President Jiang Zemin 
said improved "relating 
with Tokyo depended on 
Japan’s recognition of 
its militarist past. 

Mr. Jiang was quoted 
Friday by the officijl 
Xinhua news agency a- 
saying that Japan miw 
“draw lessons from his- 
tory so as to enable i 
sustained, steady and 
healthy development o* 
the Sino-Japanese rela- 
tions." 

The president made ihc 
comments during a 
meeting with a delega- 
tion led by the head o' 
Japan's leading econom- 
ic daily, Nihon Kciza- 
Shimbun. 

Some Chinese dia- 
dems are critical <'•' 
Beijing for normalities 
lies with Tokyo in 1°”- 
withoul having receive*! 
war reparations. 

Shanghai-based di™; 
dent Bao Ge. who 
for exile in the Uni«“ 
Stares last month after 
spending three years in- 
labour detention camp- 
had called for a naiioiu. 
referendum on the qu-'v 
lion of war reparations 
Mr. Lin said a 
memoration of the nw %- 
sucre would “prevent 
Chinese from for senior 
this national hufflilw 
lion," while J a F ,ir 
moved towards admit- 
ting its aggression dur- 
ing the war. hL 
Germany had. 

“When Japan ha* '■ in ' 
cerely admitted it* l) 1 ’’ 
tone crimes. Friend 1 '' 11 ! 1 
between the two i' nU ( r '. 
tries will have a 
foundation.” he said- 
In Nanjing. Ic^Jj 
Chinese historian 
Chengshan said: 
Japanese rela* 10 "' 
should be built 0i- 
respect for and actf-l’’ 
lance of historical n-* 3 *' - 
tv. 

“All peace-loving P L '* 

pie. not just Jap aflC ^' 
should learn a I***'' 
from this history • 
order to achieve 
peace in the world, 
added. . ... 

Mr. Zhu said altit®^, 
were changing > n '' 
and that this year ■ 
Japanese cities n, ‘' 
organised a hotline • : 
the Rape of Nanjing 
1 8 soldiers who had 
ticipated in the mussi 1 4 
had called in. 
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3 more believed struck 
down in Hong Kong 
by deadly ‘bird flu’ 


COll ir, r. J * 


'-Tlill--.. 




HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Three more Hong Kong resi- 
dents have been diagnosed 
with a deadly "bird flu," a 
health department 

spokesman said Friday. 

The spokesman said the 
first new suspected case 
involved a five-year-old girl 
suffering from respiratory 
infection. The second was a 
24-year-old woman who was 
admitted to hospital on Dec. 
11 

The girl is now in a stable 
condition but the woman is 
receiving intensive-care treat- 
ment for pneumonia, be 
added 

Die third case involves a 
37-year-old man who was 
discharged on Dec. 9 after 
recovering from pneumonia 
which saw him hospitalised 
on Nov. 24, the spokesman 
said 

“The department is looking 
into these three new cases 
and is contacting their fami- 
lies and relatives for further 
investigation,” he added 
Ko Wing-Man, deputy 
director of the hospital 
authority, denied suggestions 
the virus had already spread 
in Hong Kong. The authority 
would closely monitor the sit- 
uation, he added 
“We can cope with the situ- 
ation with our present facili- 
ties. If the virus really 
spreads, the hospital authority 
will use all its available 
resources to deal with it," Mr. 
Kosaid 

Two of the four previously- 
declared “bird flu" victims 
have died and there are fears 
of a possible epidemic. 

Nine hospital staff with 
“flu-like symptoms” have 
been sent home on sick leave 
amid fears they could have 
contracted die virus when 
they came into contact with 
two patients infected with 
H5N1, officials said earlier. 

One of foe patients, a 54- 
year-old man, died last Friday 
and the other, a 13-year-ol& 
girL remains in serious condi- 
tion in hospital. • 

Some 90 hospital staff had 
contact with the pair and it 
was “not uncommon” for up 
to 10 per cent of employees 
to suffer minor ailments at 
any time, tire spokesman 
added The nine staff on sick 
leave had been tested for the 
virus and. officials were 
awaiting the results, she said 
Local and international 


experts are frantically search- 
ing for the source of the virus, 
which first appeared in 
humans when it killed a 
three-year-old boy here in 
May. A two-year-old boy was 
also infected but later recov- 
ered 

The experts have speculat- 
ed the virus could be trans- 
mitted through contact with 
chickens and other poultry. 

Hong Kong officials have 
been joined by experts from 
the U.S. Centres for Disease 
Control and other 
international specialists in the 
hunt for the source of the 
virus and preventative mea- 
sures. 

World Health Organisation 
(WHO) officials in Geneva 
said leading researchers 
would this week decide 
whether a vaccine should be 
developed 

Some 4,500 chickens died 
from H5N1 at three farms 
here in April and hundreds of 
thousands of birds are report- 
ed to have died in similar out- 
breaks in southern C hina. 

Traders say chicken sales 
are down 30 per cent as fears 
mount over the outbreak, 
though health officials have 
said it is not possible to con- 
tract the virus from eating 
poultry. 

The experts say one likely 
route of infection is via con- 
tact with chicken faeces and 
the public has been warned to 
maintain hygiene. 

Education officials have 
urged schools to separate 
children from ducks, geese 
and chickens kept as educa- 
tional pets, to prevent the 
spread of the deadly flu. 

Headteachers were warned 
against raising the birds in 
schools to stimulate learning 
interest among students, in a 
directive to all kindergartens, 
primary and secondary 
schools. 

The outbreak of the vims 
has also added to pressure on 
Hong Kong’s embattled 
tourist sector, with visitors 
around the world asking 
whether the territory is safe. 

Hong Kong tourism offices 
around the world had been 
receiving calls from worried 
people. 

The last time a new flu 
strain broke out in Hong 
Kong was in 196S. which 
killed tens of thousands. Thai 
strain became known as 
Hong Kong flu. 


Gibraltar rejects Spanish 
proposal for joint rule 


GIBRALTAR (R) — 

Gibraltar’s government Fri- 
day dismissed as “totally 
unacceptable" a Spanish 
proposal to share sovereign- 
ty with Britain over the tiny 
colony and urged London to 
reject it outright. 

“As the Spanish proposals 
are clearly not acceptable to 
the people of Gibraltar, they 
should be rejected outright 
by the British government" 
Chief Minister Peter Carua- 
na said in a statement 

“The Gibraltar govern- 
ment will be formally asking 
the British government to do 
so." 

The statement came two 
days after Spanish Foreign 
Minister Abel Matures met 
his British counterpart 
Robin Cook in London to 
talk about the idea of shared 
sovereignty. 

Mr. Cook told Mr. Matutes 


the proposal bad no chance 
of success as long as the 
inhabitants of the British 
colony remained implacably 
opposed. 

Mr. Caru an a, in his first 
official response, said: 
“There is no point in... dis- 
cussing these proposals." 

The Spanish government, 
which had Jong demanded 
sole sovereignty over the 
outpost on its southernmost 
tip, formally proposed 
shared rule for an indefinite 
period of time after which 
Britain would cede full con- 
trol to Spain. 

Mr. Cook told reporters 
after the meeting Wednes- 
day: ‘The people of Gibral- 
tar should not be put under 
siege” by Spain’s claim to 
the territory. 


U.S. police rescue 2 
children held hostage 


ORLANDO. Florida (AFP) 
— Police early Friday shot 
and killed a suspected mur- 
derer and rescued unharmed 
two children he was holding 
hostage inside a house here 
since Tuesday. 

"The children have been 
safely removed, they have 
been reunited with their fam- 
ilies," Police Chief William 
Kennedy said at a press con- 
ference, adding that a police 
officer was slightly wounded 
in the action. 

John Armstrong, 39, a rob- 
ber who had been released 
from jail in March, had 


taken the boy and girl 
hostage after bursting into a 
house” Tuesday while fleeing 
police who suspected him of 
murdering a man in a park. 

Armstrong had ordered the 
mothers of two-year-old 
Tedi Priest, and four-year- 
old Malcolm Phillips our of 
the house after entering at 
gunpoint. 

Throughout the standoff, 
the mothers begged Arm- 
strong not to harm their chil- 
dren. Armstrong apparently 
fed and bathed the children 
while the house was under 
siege by police. 



Albright pledges up to 
$40m in aid to Congo 


Isabelle Coutant-Peyre. the lawyer of Carlos the Jack- 
aL the legendary guerrilla mastermind of the 1970s and 
80s, smiles as she arrives at a Paris law court for the 
start of the Jackal's trial (Reuter photo I 

Carlos faces first 
reckoning for 
terror career 


PARIS (Ri — Armed 
police took up positions at 
the Paris Law Court Friday 
as Carlos the Jackal, the 
legendary guerrilla master- 
mind of the 1 970s and 80s, 
faced the first reckoning for 
his terror career. 

Three years after French 
agents spirited him from 
Sudan. Illich Ramirez 
Sanchez faces a life sen- 
tence if convicted of the 
1975 gunning down of two 
French counter-espionage 
officers and a Lebanese 
accomplice-tumed- 
informer, and the wounding 
of a third officer. 

Some 70 paramilitary 
gendarme reinforcements 
have been drafted, and Law 
Courts staff had to pass 
through metal detectors. 
Unusually, the court magis- 
trates and jurors are to be 
given round the clock pro- 
tection by elite police 
bodyguards throughout the 
trial. 

Carlos was to be driven in 
from prison for the trial 
opening around I p.m. 

( 1200 GMT) in the massive 
Law Courts on the He de la 
Cite in the heart of Paris. 

The flamboyant Venezue- 
lan. now a thick-set 48- 
year-old, was given a life 
sentence in absentia in 
1992 for the killings. 
French law allows him a 
retrial in person. 

His lawyer Isabelle 
Coutant-Peyre said Carlos, 
embittered by more than 
three years in solitary con- 
finement that he has 
described as “torture", was 
in fighting mood and look- 
ing forward to the week- 
long trial. 

“He is a convinced Com- 
munist revolutionary who 
gave his life to his cause... 
he has nothing to be sorry 
for. His struggle goes on in 
a different form," she told 
television before the trial. 

But his former wife and 
fellow guerrilla. German- 
bom Magdalena Kopp, told 
Stem magazine this week 
she no longer saw him the 
same way. 

“Carlos was never on 
anybody's side, only his 
own." said Ms. Kopp, who 
has an 1 1 -year-old daughter 
by Carlos. “I would like to 
see the Carlos myth 
destroyed." 

Ms. Coutant-Peyre. a mil- 
itant left-winger hired after 
Carlos dismissed a string of 
counsels, admitted she 
would take a backsear ro 
her client, who would 
defend himself and make a 
statement “of interest to the 
whole world.” 

But she hinted he would 
nor make any spectacular 
revelation on his tenor 
trail, which French authori- 
ties say killed more than 80 
victims across Europe and 
the Middle Easr. 

His strategy risks looking 
as outdated as the shadowy 
world he flourished in — 
split by the cold war, fright- 


ened by radical Arab states 
and unfamiliar with the 
security checks his auda- 
cious kidnaps and attacks 
helped make into standard 
airport equipment. 

Carlos intends to dispute 
the legality of the trial, 
arguing that he was abduct- 
ed from Sudan and his pres- 
ence in France was illegal. 
“This trial cannot take 
place. It would be infamous 
for France, the home of 
human rights." Ms. 
Coutant-Peyre said. 

Carlos is being tried for 
the “Rue Toulher shoot- 
ing”. named after the left 
bank address in Paris where 
the unarmed DST secret 
agents canying out routine 
checks met their death — 
unaware they had stumbled 
on one of the world's most 
dangerous guerrillas. 

The state prosecutor in 
the earlier trial said that 
DST senior officer Jean 
Hermnz and officers Ray- 
mond Dous and Jean Dona- 
tini were carrying out 
checks on the contacts of 
Lebanese Michel Moukhar- 
bal, a Palestinian activist 
who was later found to 
have been overseeing Car- 
los’ guerrilla group. 

They called at hts lover’s 
flat, on Toullier street, but 
found it was being occu- 
pied by three Venezuelan 
■students.’ 

When Moukharbal point- 
ed at one of the occupants, 
one ‘student’ took out a pis- 
tol and fired with deadly 
precision. Dous was shot 
through the neck. Donatini 
and Moukharbal through 
the head. Herron z was 
badly wounded, he has 
since died. 

Fingerprints in the flat 
were identified as those of 
Carlos, who reappeared 
five months later as the 
chief of guerrillas who took 
1 1 oil ministers hostage at a 
Vienna OPEC meeting — 
including another 

international star of the 
time, Saudi Arabia’s Sheikh 
Zaki Yam an i. 

Carlos admitted carrying 
out the killings in an inter- 
view to the Arab daily A) 
Watan Al Arabi. which he 
later denied giving and 
called a fabrication by 
Israel's Mossad secret ser- 
vice. 

Moukharbal was reported 
to have been a double agent 
for Israel, and Ms. Coutant- 
Peyre said rhe Rue Toullier 
shooting was a Mossad plot 
to harden France’s stance 
towards Palestinians. 

Carlos is being investi- 
gated for six other attacks 
which killed 17 people in 
France in 1979-83, but 
another trial is unlikely for 
a year. Prison sentences he 
faces in France may ensure 
he will never have to 
answer for crimes in Ger- 
many and Austria, which 
also want to bring him to 
trial. 


KINSHASA (AFP) — U-S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright Friday 
pledged between S35 mil- 
lion and $40 million in aid 
to help rebuild the Democ- 
ratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) and encourage 
democratic reforms. 

Speaking after an hour of 
talks with DRC President 
Laurent Kabila, she noted 
however that the aid was 
contingent on approval by 
the U.S. Congress, which, 
she said, “is very interested 
in how President Kabila 
does carry out his obliga- 
tions on issues of human 
rights and democracy, as of 
course (are) President 
(Bill) Clinton and I.” 

The meeting with Mr. 
Kabila — Ms. Albright’s 
first — was “an important 
step towards building a 
strong relationship," she 
said. 

Ms. Albright, noting that 
Mr. Kabila had “made a 
strong start with his gov- 
ernment stabilisation 
plan.” said she had urged 
him at length to. democra- 
tise his regime, to hold 
elections soon and to 
assure freedom of associa- 
tion. 

Aft-. Kabila- however. 


N. Korea 
says outcome 
of talks 
depends on 
‘equality of 
each side’ 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea said Friday the suc- 
cess of North-South peace 
talks, which started in 
Geneva this week, would 
depend largely on “the 
equality of each side” and 
how tensions were reduced. 

“Success in the talks 
involving the long-time bel- 
ligerents and parties con- 
cerned depends largely on 
how the equality of each 
side's position and the 
atmosphere of confidence 
are ensured," the North’s 
foreign ministry spokesman 
said. 

“We will do all we can to 
this end." 

The remarks, carried by 
Pyongyang’s mouthpiece 
the Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA). moni- 
tored here, were the Fust 
official comment from the 
North on the talks. 

Commentators here sug- 
gested the spokesman was 
hinting at foil diplomatic 
relations between Washing- 
ton and Pyongyang. 

North Korean diplomats 
have said privately that 
Pyongyang felt “cornered" 
by the fact that all three 
other participants in the 
four-way talks — China, 
the United States and Rus- 
sia — had full diplomatic 
ties. 

The comment on tension 
reduction was taken here to 
mean the withdrawal of the 
37,000 troops in South 
Korea. Without directly 
linking the “atmosphere of 
confidence" remark to the 
troop withdrawal demand, 
the ministry spokesman 
spoke at length on the sub- 
ject. which the North has 
consistently said is the main 
“barrier" to peace. 

“If confrontation is to be 
uprooted in the peninsula, it 
is imperative to put an end 
to the U.S. military inter- 
vention and, for this pur- 
pose, it is necessary to have 
a peace agreement conclud- 
ed between (North Korea) 
and the United States and 
U.S. troops withdrawn from 
South Korea," the 
spokesman said. 

“As our delegation made 
clear at the talks, this is one 
of the main and essential 
matters we want to have 
solved through the talks. 

“It is our principled stand 
that its solution will make it 
possible to solve other mat- 
ters smoothly." 


caused consternation at the 
press conference that fol- 
lowed by dismissing the 
recent arrest of an opposi- 
tionist, saying Arthur 
Z’ahidi Ngoma, head of 
the Forces" of the Future 
party, was “not a politician, 
but a man who distributes 
tracts calling for violence." 

As Ms. Albright looked 
on with a pinched smile. 
Mr. Kabila said the DRC 
had no political prisoners, 
and charged that Mr. 
Ngoma “writes tracts here 
at a foreign embassy, and 
he divides people.” 

Mr. Kabila added: “In 
your countries, those who 
distribute such tracts are 
ajresied. ... there will be 
lots who go to prison if 
they incite people to vio- 
lence. Long live democra- 
cy." 

Mr. Ngoma was arrested 
on Nov. 25 during a party 
conference in Kinshasa — 
against the ban on political 
activities imposed by Mr. 
Kabila shortly after he took 
power in May. ousting the 
dictator Mobutu Sese 
Seko. 

State Department 

spokesman James Rubin 
told reporters later “Ms. 
Albright does not know the 


facts of the case brought up 
in the press conference, but 
the impression left by Pres- 
ident Kabila's statement 
does not accord with the 
strong view that she 
expressed on political 
expression to him during 
the meeting." 

Mr. Rubin added: “Obvi- 
ously every government 
has the right to counter 
those who incite violence, 
but basic freedom of 
speech is the right of any 
individual. ... Ms. Albright 
intends to pursue the sub- 
ject ... vigorously, but she 
believes it is important to 
engage with this govern- 
ment to establish a civil 
society that respects human 
rights and the rule of law. 

“On this issue clearly the 
government of Congo must 
improve its record," Mr. 
Rubin said. 

Ms. Albright said at the 
press conference: “In the 
coming weeks, we will 
elaborate with Congress a 
package of $35 to $40 mil- 
lion to assist Congo in 
developing democratic 
institutions infrastructure 
and government means" 
and to improve health, san- 
itation and financial facili- 


She cited the rebuilding 
of the Black River Bridge, 
which was destroyed by 
forces backing Mobutu. 
Ms. Albright also said U.S. 
Peace Corps volunteers 
would soon be returning to 
the country. 

The top U.S. diplomat 
said the United States 
enjoyed “a great deal of 
leverage" with 

international lenders “in 
terms of how other coun- 
tries spend their develop- 
ment assistance." adding: 
“We have a catalytic effect 
and we plan to use that.” 
Ms. Albright said the 
, DRC may see some debt 
’ relief for its burden esti- 
mated at some $13 billion 
She also reiterated that 
the United States would 
pay S10 million — an 
amount scorned by Mr. 
Kabila last week as 
“absolutely insufficient" 
— into a DRC reconstruc- 
tion fund set up by the 
World Bank at a “Friends 
of Congo" conference in 
Brussels last week. 

“I believe the package 
proposed is quite gener- 
ous,” Ms. Albright said. 

Ms. Albright was to 
depart for Luanda at about 
midday. 


5 Pakistani judges refuse to 
participate in court hearing 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Five Pakistani Supreme 
Court judges have 
refused to join 10 col- 
leagues hearing petitions 
against ousted~chief jus- 
tice Sajjad Ali Shah, 
legal sources said Friday. 

The petitioners have 
challenged the 1994 
appointment of Mr. Shah, 
deposed earlier this 
month in a power tussle 
with Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, on the 
grounds that he was 
given the post in viola- 
tion of seniority rules. 

Justice Saeeduzzaman 
Siddiqui. head of the 10- 
judge bench hearing the 


petitions, confirmed the 
action by the five judges. 

During proceedings 
Mr. Siddiqui said that 
originally 15 of the total 
17 of Supreme Court 
judges were to sit in a 
full court to hear the peti- 
tions. 

T asked them twice, 
but they refused to sit on 
the bench.” Mr. Siddiqui 
said, adding he could not 
force them to participate 
in the hearing. 

Earlier Mr. Shah's 
counsel. Abdul Hafeez 
Pirzada, objected to the 
constitution of the bench 
headed by Mr. Siddiqui. 

A split among the 


Supreme Court judges 
surfaced last month as 
Mr. Shah, at the head of a 
five-judge bench indict- 
ed the prime minister and 
several of his parliamen- 
tary colleagues tor con- 
tempt of court. 

The court building was 
stormed by pro-Sharif 
demonstrations on Nov. 
29. halting proceedings. 

Mr. Shah was replaced 
by an interim chief jus- 
tice a day after president 
Farooq Ahmed Leghari 
resigned on Dec. 2, sav- 
ing "he could not submit 
to" the government’s 
demand to sack the chief 
justice. 


A leading Multinational industrial & trading Group of 
Companies who is undergoing rapid organizational 
expansion & developments, is seeking highly professional 
candidates that are pursuing challenging career 
opportunities in the industrial field, and for the 
following positions : 

1) Chief Ac countants / Assistant Financial Manag ers : 

- B.Sc. Degree in Accounting / Finance ( preferably U.S. / UJC. graduates ) . 

- Practical related experience of 4 - 6 years, in die areas of : 

“ Financial Accounting, Management Accounting ( Costing, Budgeting, 
Analysis ), Financial Policies & Procedures, Investment Appraisal 
and Financial Systems “ 

- CP A /CMA/ MB A is a plus. 

- Ability to meet deadlines with respect to management reports . 

2) Export Marketing & Sales E xecutives : 

- B.Sc. Degree in Marketing / Management ( preferably U.S / U.K graduates) 

- Practical experience of 3 - 5 years in the above field, and mainly in bulk 
material marketing & sales, planning , exploring new markers & pricing . 

- MBA is a plus. 

- Ability to achieve set targets. 

3) Commercial Officer : 

- B.Ss. Degree in any Business Administration related fields 
( preferably U.S / U.K graduates ). 

- Practical experience of 3 - 5 years in commercial & logistics fields covering, 
material planning, L / Cs, L / Gs, banks relations, shipping ( INCO Terms ), 

insurance, claims & all related commercial correspondence . 

4) Human Resources Manager : 

- B.Ss. Degree in any Business Administration related fields 
( preferably U.S / U.K graduates ). 

- Practical experience of 5 -7 years in human resources development 
plans ( career planning, training plans, incentive plans, appraisal 
systems, Recruiting system ) personnel and other related areas of work . 

- Ability to understand & integrate the nature of the business 
operations with the Human Resource work & plans 

5) General Conditions : 

- Proven track of achievements & implementation of assigned tasks & projects. 

- Fluent in both Arabic & English ( oral & written ). 

- Excellent communication skills / Computer knowledge . 

- Management & leadership skills / teamworker . 

Qualified candidates are kindly requested to send their C.Vs & 
personal photos to the following address : 

Human Resources Manager / P.OJBox 7908 Amman - Jordan 


6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 13, 1997 



/ 



Jordan Times 

An ixkpeMeni And pftWnal diil, pmMtHicd in Fn^Mi * rfw Jm 4» Pm. F«-d««n 
E<uMn*oJ W' 

i-j^i v—— * S— -j»’ * i-.~u.-n. u=_ ;__i_ i-j, i,, 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Edhor-ir-Chief: 

G£ORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, F.O. Bo* *710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 

Agenda extended to globe 

THE FINAL communique of the Islamic 
summit held in Tehran last week touched 
upon a variety of issues of direct concern to 
the Islamic World but neglected to refer to 
others of wide Interest to mankind. To name 
but a few, the Kyoto conference on green- 
house gases, the Ottawa meeting on land- 
mines and the commemoration of the 49th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights went without a mention in the 
Tehran Declaration. All these international 
endeavours are worthy of the attention and 
care of the Muslim Nation. How could it be 
that the communique endorsed the Cairo 
Declaration of Human Rights but failed to 
give at least equal prominence to the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights? 

Needless to say tbat the Universal 
Declaration goes much beyond Cairo's as it is 
now universally viewed as the basis for ail 
international human rights norms, and the 
greater number of the Islamic countries have 
ratified most of the human rights conventions 
emanating from the Universal Declaration. 
At a time when the entire world was celebrat- 
ing the adoption of the international declara- 
tion, the Islamic summit chose to ignore it 
altogether. The same goes for the Ottawa 
treaty on anti-personnel mines. The Islamic 
countries should have at least noted the mile- 
stone treaty banning landmines and gave an 
opinion on it. True, many Islamic countries 
have signed the treaty. It 'is not certain, how- 
ever, that they will all ratify in due course. 
Major powers, such as the U.S., Russia, 
China, not to mention Israel, have refrained 
from signing the treaty. Consequently it 
might have been wise by the Islamic confer- 
ence to have used extra pressure against them 
to do so. 

As for the Kyoto conference on global 
warming, the absence of any meaningful ref- 
erence to the just-announced draft treaty 
banning six greenhouse gases may give rise to 
the accusation that the 55-nation conference 
in Iran was not tuned in to global issues that 
touch the life of every human being. 

While it may be too late to rectify these 
shortcomings, the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) should be called upon to 
devote more time and energy to follow up on 
these issues and take them up for debate and 
resolution the next time it plans a major gath- 
ering of the member states. 

To be fair, the Tehran conference did try 
and succeed in focusing on and highlighting 
the interconnectedness among ail nations on 
this earth. It would be to the advantage of us 
all to extend the global linkage to where it can 
naturally reach. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 YawnTs Saleh Qallab blasted the Iraqi 
authorities for executing four Jordanians for allegedly 
being involved in smuggling operations, describing the 
act as a stab in the back of the Jordanian people. The 
Jordanians have sympathised with the Iraqis in their 
ordeal, in the face of the unjust embargo imposed on 
them since 1990: opened their doors to Iraqi nationals 
and their borders to their leadens and to trade, said the 
writer. The execution of the four Jordanians came as u 
political decision and an expression of a hostile stand 
by the Iraqi leadership against Jordan, Qallab charged. 
It is shocking to see the Iraqis act in this manner at a 
time when His Majesty King Hussein has been exerting 
strenuous efforts to prevent further military strikes 
against the Iraqi nation and have the sanctions lifted, 
noted the writer. He said that despite this act. the 
Jordanian people can only continue to sympathise with 
the Iraqis who are subjected to sufferings of all kind 
and can only hope that their nightmare will soon be 
over. 

AI Dustour's Ali Safadi criticised certain Muslim 
nations, particularly Turkey, for their actions that con- 
tradict their statements at the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference meetings in Tehranr While the Islamic 
countries' leaders, including Turkey, were meeting in 
Tehran to decide on measures against Israel and to 
revive the boycott of Israeli goods. Ankara was opening 
its arms to the Israeli defence minister to discuss ways 
Of bolstering Turkish-lsracli military co-operation 
against the neighbours of Turkey and Israel, namely the 
Arab and Muslim slates, noted the writer. He said 
Israel’s defence minister’s visit to Turkey was timed to 
coincide with the start of the Islamic conference in 
Tehran as if Turkey and Israel wanted to tell the world 
that what the Muslim leaders say in public is totally dif- 
ferent from what is happening on the ground. The 
wrirer said there is no need for Islamic summits if the 
member nations of the OIC are not committed to imple- 
menting their resolutions. He said the Arabs and 
Muslims should not request that European and other 
nations exercise pressure on Israel to execute U.N. res- 
olutions since Muslim nations themselves are openly 
collaborating with the Jewish slate, demonstrating sup- 
port for its illegal practices. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Just what was Iraq’s motive? 


IF THERE was ever an unfriendly/unbrolherly action 
between two friendly/brotherly countries, it was unques- 
tionably the execution of four young Jordanians by Iraq 
last week. The executions not only shocked all Jordanians 
but jolted us into thinking there has to be something seri- 
ously wrong in Iraqi thinking. For sure, the Iraqi leader- 
ship prefers to starve 20 million of its population and to 
cause the death of one thousand children daily rather than 
declaring its resignation and opening a new page in Iraq's 
relations with the whole world. This personal lust to stay 
in power at whatever cost, including the tragic suffering 
of innocent children and citizens, can never be justified 
by any Qawmi, Arabic or Islamic or humanitarian crite- 
ria. The higher echelon of decision makers could not have 
been unaware of the importance that the Jordanian lead- 
ership and people attach to the life of every' single 
Jordanian and of the serious repercussions of such a 
despicable act as the putting to death of four young 
Jordanians who, rightly or wrongly, were accused of 
smuggling automobile spare parts worth less than $1,000. 

The immediate recall of the top Jordanian diplomat 
from Baghdad. Charge d’Affaires Adel Suweidan, and 
the expulsion of seven Iraqi diplomats from Amman are 
only symbolic of the rage that the executions sparked 
among Jordanians. 

Jordan displayed extraordinary patience while Baghdad 
simply ignored all appeals to provide detailed informa- 
tion related to the murder of a Jordanian embassy driver 
and the disappearance of a satchel of Jordanian passports 
last year. Baghdad handled the affair its own way. reveal- 
ing only sketchy details and turning a deaf ear to 
Jordanian requests for a full briefing on the incident. 


JoTdan, not making a strong public issue of the affair, 
opted instead for quiet diplomacy in its effort to get to the 
bottom of things despite the obvious Iraqi stonewalling. 

That is only one example. There have been eight 
instances when Iraqi government agents used Jordan as 
their backyard and an arena for .settling scores with anti- 
regime dissidents through assassination and poisoning. 

Throughout all these incidents, Jordan exercised utmost 
self-restraint. Definitely there is more than meets the eye 
in the latest incident. The Iraqi authorities certainly do 
not presume that there would be no backlash from such 
an unfriendly, unbrorhcrly act as executing Jordanians for 
an alleged crime punishable by a fine and a few months 
in prison. Had Jordan taken a similar path of belligeren- 
cy and applied the same parameters in Jordan then 
numerous Iraqis who enter the Kingdom every day would 
be tried, sentenced and put to death in similar fashion. 

But that would be cold-blooded murder, not "execu- 
tion.” And the fact is, Jordan takes pride in its legal sys- 
tem. 

Jordan cannor accept an argument that the executions 
were a mistake. Such a “punishment' - could not have 
been carried out without approval from the very top of 
the Iraqi leadership. And that fact has triggered a wave 
of questioning on why Baghdad took this most extraordi- 
nary step at all. Definitely the action could not have been 
meant as a "message" to Iraqis against “smuggling": 
Iraqis all know the ruthlessness of their regime, so there 
would be no lesson learnt from the executions of three 
Jordanians. Was it meant as a warning to Jordanians and 
others against "smuggling" into Iraq? Again, that would 
be elementary. The Iraqi regime sees the flow of smug- 


gled "oods into and out of Iraq, whether through Jordan. 
Syria? Iran. Turkey or Saudi Arabia, as thumping its nose 
at the United Nations sanctions against Iraq. And. if any- 
thin" the volume of smuggling across the 500-kilometre 
fronrier between Jordan and Iraq is norhing when com- 
pared with the size and quantity of goods entering Iraq 
through Syria. Turkey and Iran. Furthermore, it is very 
difficult, almost impossible indeed, to believe that the 
Iraqi officials wanted to invite attention towards smug- 
ging from/to Jordan, if at all there is any of significant 
volume Obviously, the pointers are all in one direction: 
Baghdad seems ro fee! fortified with its newfound friend- 
ship with some of its neighbours to the extent that it not 
only cares little for its ties with Amman but is also ready 
to provoke a crisis in the relationship with Jordan and it*. 

people. , . . . . 

What we cannot fathom is the real motivation or objec- 
tive of the executions, unless of course Baghdad did want 
to draw a diplomatic as well as popular counter-action 
from Jordan leading to a serious estrangement in ties. If 
that was the case, then Baghdad has succeeded, and the 
next phase in the drama orchestrated by the Iraqi author- 
ities will not be too late in unfolding. But one thing is 
sure: Baghdad, despite its newfound alliances, will not be 
the one to call the final curtains if it made the mistake of 
takinc Jordan and Jordanians for granted the way it did 
with 'the Kurds when Halabeha’s total population was 
gassed: or the Holy City of Karbala when 20,000 Shi’ite 
Iraqis were decimated. No one should underestimate our 
resolve here in Amman not to let anyone get away with 
murdering Jordanians. 


Writers express shock, outrage 
over Iraqi executions of Jordanians 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 

Comments in the local dailies last 
week focused on the execution of 
four Jordanian students in Iraq, 
the Islamic conference in Tehran, 
the Middle East and local 
Jordanian issues. 

AN AL RA’I columnist Fahed 
Fanek deplored the execution of 
four Jordanian students in Iraq as 
a shameful act and a severe blow 
levelled at the Jordanian people 
who have supported Iraq in the 
face of unjust sanctions and the 
continued attempts by the U.S. to 
starve and humiliate the Iraqi 
people. Even if we consider that 
smuggling is a crime punishable 
by death. "according to Iraqi laws. 
Dr. Fanek said, the Iraqi leader- 
ship could have acted otherwise 
by handing down prison terms on 
the accused out of respect for the 
Jordanian people. Still, he said, 
the Jordanian government should 
share the blame for its failure to 
inform the public about the sen- 
tence of execution. It is not true 
that Jordan had not received suf- 
ficient information about the fate 
of four citizens before their exe- 
cution. Dr. Fanek said, quoting 
the Jordanian weekly Shihan as 
publishing a full report about this 
affair on Oct. 25. 1997. He said 
the Iraqi authorities committed an 
unforgivable sin against Jordan, 
but the Jordanian authorities 
should not be absolved of blame 
us they neglected their duty. 

Sultan Haitab. also of Al Ra’i. 
accused the Iraqi authorities of 
execuling the four Jordanians 
without a trial and thus, commit- 
ting murder in cold blood. 
Noting that the Jordanian people 
have supported Iraq all along and 
opened the door to Iraqis to freely 
visit Jordan. Hattab said Iraqi 
nationals living in Jordan are 
accorded respect, good treatment 
and hospitality and Jordanian 
authorities have never taken arbi- 
trary measures against any of 
them. Saying that the four 
Jordanians were not accused of 
spying against Iraq, the writer 
said Americans and other nation- 
als who were captured by the 
Iraqis for spying or who were 
picked up after their planes were 
downed in the war were released, 
and it is shocking lo see the Iraqis 
treating citizens coming from 
Jordan, the friendly Arab country', 
in this shameful manner. He said 
ir would be most difficult for 
Jordan from now on to try to 
defend the Iraqi regime before the 
world. 

in reviewing the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference held last 
week in Tehran. Taher Adivan of 
Al Arab Al Yawm said no one 
expected the summit to liberate 
Palestine or eliminate poverty in 
the Islamic World, But the 
Muslim masses, he said, hoped 
that their leaders would adopt 
policies that would ut least 
improve the political climate in 
the Muslim World and re-estab- 
lish some kind of true solidarity 
among the Islamic nations. The 
fact that all Muslim nations were 
invited to or attended the confer- 
ence means that the leaders of 
the Islamic World can overcome 
the present differences dividing 


them and achieve many things for 
their people, Adwan said. The 
writer said the Islamic Nation is 
going through a challenging 
phase in its history and the 
Muslims around the world contin- 
ue to hope that the Tehran decla- 
ration will be translated into pos- 
itive facts on the ground. He said 
the Muslim World does not 
require a miracle to achieve its 
aspirations and all that the 
Muslim regimes need is true soli- 
darity and a will to serve the pre- 
sent and future generations. 

Commenting also on the OIC 
meetings in Iran. Fahed Fanek 
said the conference was a major 
success for .Iran and a terrible 
failure for the U.S. Dr. Fanek 
said Iran was able to gather the 
Muslim nations in Tehran while 
the U.S.. which practically spon- 
sored the Doha economic summit, 
failed to persuade the Arabs to 
take part in that meeting. By con- 
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veiling the summit in Tehran. Iran 
demonstrated diplomatic skill not 
because of its attitudes towards 
Iraq or the Gulf states whose 
islands it continues to occupy, but 
rather due to Washington’s fail- 
ures in the Middle East arena and 
its blind backing of Israel’s occu- 
pation of Arab lands. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyumin 
Netanyahu, said the writer, has 
succeeded in leading the U.S. to 
this humiliating situation and was 
instrumental in pushing the Arab 
leaders towards Tehran. 

Saleh Qallab. a writer for Al 
Arab Al Yawm. said that if the 
Tehran conference is to be truly 
successful, the Tehran declaration 
should nol remain ink on paper 
but rather should be translated 
into action. The Muslim World is 
facing numerous problems, and 
the declaration is supposed to 
address at least part of these 
problems. The declaration would 
remain empty and void of any 
meaning should the Turkish- 
Syrian crisis, the Iranian occupa- 
tion of Arab Gulf state islands 
and Israel’s occupation of Arab 
lands remain outstanding, said 
the writer. Qallab cast a gloomy 
picture on the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference which organ- 
ised the Tehran meeting by suying 
that the same organisation which 
sponsored the Islamic summit in 
Senegal several years ago failed 
to implement a single resolution 
passed by the Muslim leaders. 

Taher Adwan described 
Turkey's behaviour as a serious 
challenge to the Arab and Islamic 
World. The Turkish-Ixraeli mili- 
tary cooperation and the planned 


military exercises involving 

Israel. Turkey and the U.S. repre- 
sent a real challenge and a serious 
act levelled at the Arab and 
Islamic World, said the writer. 
While the Islamic foreign minis- 
ters who met before the summit in 
Tehran tried to defuse tension 
between Syria and Turkey, 

Ankara was opening its arms to 
the Israeli defence minister to 
discuss war strategy against Syria 
and the Arab World. Adwan said. 
It is most distressing lo see 
Turkey, a Muslim Nation, acting 
against the very interests of the 
Islamic World and serving the 
interests of the U.S.-Israeli 

alliance, said the writer. He said 
Israel is quite happy to find in 
Ankara a new ally against the 

Arabs and a force that would help 
the Jewish state perpetuate its 
aggression on the Arab Nation. 

An Al Dustour editorial stated 
that Israeli Premier Benyumin 
Netahnayu has succeeded in per- 
suading U.Si Secretary of Slate 
Madeleine Albright to back 
Israel’s stand in the deadlocked 
Middle East peace process. 
Instead of exerting pressure on 
the Israeli government to imple- 
ment the Oslo accord, Albright 
has diMnanded that the 
Palestinians take what she termed 
as difficult decisions, which 
means making more concessions 
to Israel, noted the daily. By con- 
doning the Israeli government's 
policies the U.S. is not helping 
the cause of peace, said the paper 
which added that Washington 
seems to be succumbing to the 
wishes and desires of the Zionist 
lobby in the U.S. Congress. The 
paper said that while members of 
the ruling Likud government in 
Israel have demonstrated their 
dismay over Netanyahu's poli- 
cies. one can see in the Congress 
overwhelming backing for the 
extremists at the helm of the pre- 
sent Israeli government. 

On the domestic front. A I 
Dustour's Nazih Qousus said the 
government should change the 
present system of retiring civil 
servants at age 60. When most 
people reach that age they 
become more mature and will 
have accumulated vast experience 
and skill that can help improve 
the public administration system, 
the writer claimed. To prove this 
point, he said, many of those who 
were retired at 60 have assumed 
leading positions in the private 
sector businesses and have made 
these businesses a real success. 
Why then, he ttsked, does the 
government seek to apply the pre- 
sent retirement system on ordi- 
nary civil servants but does not 
apply it to ministers who some- 
times arc appointed when they .are 
over 70 years old. He said the 
retirement age should be set at 65 
and the government should allow 
civil servants lo retire if they 
choose to nt 60. 


LETTERS 


Attack on humanity 

To the Editor: 

HAVING HEARD of the attack on humanity in Iraq on 
Tuesday Dec, 9lh. 1 was shocked by such an act of bru- 
tality. f am only 15. and people would say I don’t know 
very much. But this, I do know; such a decision taken on 
the lives of these four Jordanian students was a pooT 
one. based on lack of experience, and conscience. This 
act has re- in forced the concept that “All Arabs are ter- 
rorists," not to the rest of the world, but to the Arabs 
themselves. In the world, capital punishment is on the 
decline, criminals are being executed, for murder, and 
other heinous sins. But the sin here lies with the person 
who calls himself “human." the person, who, by this 
decision, probably would make the worst of the simplest 
of situations. I hope this person would be made to pay 
for this disgusting decision. 

Adnan Qutieshat 
Amman 


Enough ‘mistakes’ 


To the editor: 

TO PUT it mildly, the words appalled, disgusted and 
shocked do not come near expressing the way I fell 
when heard the news that four Jordanian students 
were, summarily, executed in Iraq. 

At first, I Figured there had to be some logical 
explanation that would prompt a sister Arab country'. ; 
that owes so much to Jordan in terms of support and ' 
solidarity, to speedily execute four Jordanians. To , 
warrant such extreme and merciless judgement. I 
thought, they must have committed some unspeak- \ 
able acts like premeditated murder, or were caught ; 
spying lor some hostile foreign government. I 
wished I were right, for that would have made some ( 
sense. But when I found out that all they did was ' 
smuggle JD62Q worth of car spare parts. I was flab- 
bergasted and outraged. 1 

I just want ro come out and ask. whether political- 
ly correct or not. can anyone tell me: What on earth 1 
is wrong with these people? And I do not mean here • 
the good Iraqi people, who happen to be the primary \ 
voiceless victims of their government. I mean. 1 
unequivocally, the government of Iraq. Haven't. : 
they made enough mistakes already? Haven’t, they ■ 
inflicted enough damage and suffering. i 

I do not apologise for my candour, because I knew ; 
that my country w - otiId not treat any of the forty t 
thousand Iraqis living in Jordan in anv way other J 
than humane, courteous and brotherlv. 

As much as my heart goes out to the resilient am) j 
brave Iraqi people who have endured so much >uf- ■ 
fering. I cannot but abhor the cold-bloodedness with ( 
which the Iraqi government took away the lives of : 
these Jordanian citizens. ' I 

i 

VYalid Maaytah 1 

Amman ; 


‘Snide’ comment 

To the Editor: 

I JUST found your site on the Internet, and it » 
intriguing. Just wanted to make a snide comment - 
perhaps about the story “Iran's conflictinc voice- 

on West emerge a l Tehran Islamic Summit." It is fas- 
cinating that the Ayatollahs Khamenei and Khatami 
seen 1 to be working at cross purposes, represent in? 
different strains or ways of looking at the “West. "1 
don t know if President Khatami uses speech vn*' 
ers, but some of the hardliners in Iran might an* 1 
them tor making him sound almost like Shim‘S 
Peres. 

Daniel Vaiser 
Dallas. Texas 
USA 
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Israel’s police minister says 
Vanunii still a security risk 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In an 
angry jail house meeting, 
Israel’s police minister told 
nuclear ' spy Mordechai 
Vanunu he still posed a 
threat to state security and 
would remain in solitary 
confinement, a top aide 
confirmed Friday. 

Mr. Vanunu, who spilled 
Israel's nuclear secrets in 
1986, has been held in an 
isolation wing at Ashkelon 
prison in southern Israel for 
11 years. 

During a tour of the 
prison. Public Security 
Minister Avigdor Kahalani 
visited Mr. Vanunu’s wing 


and the encounter quickly 
turned tense, the Maariv 
daily said. 

“I fought on the battle 
front to protect you — and 
you jeopardised the securi- 
ty of ray children and the 
state. You must pay for 
that,’ Mr. Kahalani told Mr. 
Vanunu, according to Mr. 
Kahalani ’s aide. Rafi Levy. 

Mr. Vanunu asked ro be 
placed in a cell with Pales- 
tinian security prisoners, a 
request Mr. Kahalani turned 
down. “You revealed state 
secrets and now you are 
asking to move into a cell 
with Arab security prison- 


ers?” Mr, Kahalani told Mr. 
Vanunu. 

“I did not reveal state 
secrets. I saved the state. 
You will not longer use 
nuclear weapons." Mr. 
Vanunu countered. 

“You still pose a danger 
to our existence, therefore 
you will stay here.” Mr. 
Kahalani told Mr. Vanunu 
as he left his cell. 

Mr. Vanunu, 43. was kid- 
napped by Israel’s Mossad 
spy agency in Rome in 
1986 after giving the Sun- 
day Times of London pho- 
tographs of the inside of the 
Israeli nuclear reactor 


where he worked as a tech- 
nician. From the pho- 
tographs, experts deter- 
mined that Israel had the 
world’s sixth largest stock- 
pile of nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Vanunu was sen- 
tenced to IS years for trea- 
son. . 

Mr. Vanunu’s brother 
Meir. said earlier this year 
that his brother was losing 
weight, has become para- 
noid and believed he was 
close to death. 

Mr. Kahalani was quoted 
as telling that Mr. Vanunu 
looks healthy. 


King praises performance of delegation to OIC 

(Continued from page 1 ) On the economic front, mation network and stan- cialised quality control 


Muslims to reflect the 
bright image of Islam 
which has been distorted 
by the enemies of the reli- 
gion. It also called for 
respecting the sovereignty 
of each state and stressed 
the principle of non-inter- 
ference in the internal 
affairs of other countries. 
It also called for the peace- 
ful resolution of conflicts 
through dialogue. 


On the economic front. 
Minister of Trade Dr. Hani 
Mulki said the conference 
adopted a number of rec- 
ommendations relating to 
enhancing economic "and 
trade ties among member 
states. 

Dr. Mulki said the sum- 
mit discussed long term 
financing of trade, the 
establishment of a multi- 
lateral Islamic clearing 
house, an investment guar- 
antee facility, a trade infor- 


mation network and stan- 
dardising specifications 
and metrology. 

Dr. Mulki said the sum- 
mit also discussed the 
establishment of spe- 
cialised science and tech- 
nology networks covering 
water, biotechnology, 
marine sciences, renewed 
energy and space. It also 
discussed the establish- 
ment of the Islamic organ- 
isation for science and 
technology and a spe- 


cialised quality control 
centre. 

On information and cul- 
tural affairs. Dr. Mulki 
said the summit adopted 
an Islamic strategy for 
information and a plan of 
action for information in 
the Islamic world, in addi- 
tion to an ethical code for 
the press. 

The recommendations 
have been sent to the 
member stares for their 
opinion. 


Annan says Iraq may be allowed to sell more oil 


(Continued from page 1) 

region,” he told journalists 
earlier at Kuwait City air- 
port. 

Mr. Annan was greeted in 
the capital by Foreign Min- 
ister Sabah AI Ahmad A1 
Jaber Sabah and accompa- 
nied on the flight to Camp 
Khor by the U.N. Iraq- 
Kuwait Observation Mis- 
sion fUNIKOM) comman- 
der. Major General Efa 
Tarvainen of Finland. 

Camp 'Khor, inside the 
demilitarised border zone, 
is the main UNIKOM 


camp on the Kuwaiti side, 
near Umm Qasr on Iraq’s 
side where the 1, 084- 
strong military mission has 
its headquarters. 

The force was set up 
after the Gulf war to patrol 
the demilitarised border 
zone and inspect the facili- 
ties. In April, the number 
of unarmed military 
observers in UNIKOM 
was reduced from 230 to 
194. to cut costs. Kuwait 
meets two-thirds of the 
expense of maintaining 
UNIKOM. 

The bulk of the multi- 


national force is made up 
of a Bangladeshi mecha- 
nised infantry battalion of 
765 soldiers and 125- 
strong support units from 
Argentina. Austria and 
Germany. 

UNIKOM . monitors a 
200-kilometre land border 
and 40-kilometre border at 
sea. On land, the demili- 
tarised zone extends five 
kilometres into Kuwait and 
10 kilometres inside Iraq. 

Kuwait, which has cap- 
tured several Iraqi infiltra- 
tors seeking to escape eco- 
nomic hardship in their 


sanctions-hit country, has 
been building an electri- 
fied fence on its side. 

The heavily-fortified 
border already comprises a 
series of sand berms and 
ditches, built after the Gulf 
war which rolled back a 
seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion of the emirate. 

Mr. Annan is to meet the 
emir. Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad Sabah, and the 
crown prince and prime 
minister. Sheikh Saad AI 
Abdullah Salim Sabah, 
before leaving Kuwait on 
Sunday. 
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1 Pack (town frrrty 

5 Punkla 
9 HmriM 
14 Momment 

18 Russian inland 

19 Safaury 

20 Soap plan 

21 WfttUrtii 

22 Haw seal «ttti a 
nxiposar 

29 Copper or iw 
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3 Boar ngratfew 

4 Mco 

5 SfMWfl 

9 NotthWi 
partner 

7 Cost 

8 Abort* 

9 Scrooge word 

10 Protozoan 

11 — aufy 

12 Adieu 
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Venice 
43 Anttere 
45 Momasner 
49 New Tor* cnv 

47 Fad. oig 

49 VaAn maker 
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51 504 

SO Roof edges 

54 — Maims, (am 

55 Thu** down Vie 
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57 Vn 
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50 Before 
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B2 Fairy tale monswr 

63 — a member 

64 Bromdie 

66 Sinai, short- 
hakuddog 

67 Respond 

23 In law of 

24 Tuck meal 
entraid 

29 Sound of laugnar 
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• pe« 

33 AlenorMaisn 

34 Hue 

35 Fm*-aaggm 

36 Expwgo 

37 Athens' andeM 
rival 

38 6MWn 

39 "Wnen i was — ' 

40 ■— Twi«- 

41 Even 

42 "Carman" or 
"Atf*" 

44 Have a aide dish 
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48 Ciocn river 

49 hiquros 


69 EdW 
72 Kiln 
7* mma pan 
75 Racflo amoiuui 
7B Book cl mops 
79 Trophy 
BO ComedonOie 

82 Frutldnr* 

83 Slioom Marring 
Vatane Harper 

94 —Abner 
65 Ore ol Santa's 
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90 French nver 

92 Ongmaic 

93 Name 

94 Renting 

96 Son Ham Ulon. 


53 Thanks — ' ■ 

50 Email m 
59 Urge 
S3 Cordate 
94 —Pm 

65 Uoang 

66 Apace 

98 Spmghoiday 
SB Tenebridc 

70 Merman 
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atad 

73 Gten 

75 Caiartty 

76 An AsUS 

77 Apportioned 

78 U na ccompanied 
SO LeauaoiJ 

91 — majesty 
88 Princely tamky ol 
Eiacpe 
SB Craat 


66 Purpose 
69 In Mai case 
100 Kind oi amst 
1Q2 Restrain (WUh 
-utn 

105 Duo 

106 Booking lor 
musicians 

109 Prcptiel 

113 Confused 

114 Have mom wan on 
easayial 

117 Whiskers 
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120 PM on Irakli 

121 Tanieie 

122 Fee big ol 
anilely 

123 Arab VIP 

124 Toledo ! 
waierfront 

Si Long walk 

95 Nautical word 

96 Seasjdas 
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100 One shMNsrg 
promise 
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102 Inlam 
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Island. nZ. 
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word 
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King describes Iraq’s execution 
of Jordanians as ‘heinous crime’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

Baghdad because their 
families and children live 
there. 

Monday’s execution 
prompted the govern- 
ment to order the expul- 
sion of seven Iraqi diplo- 
mats and to recall its 
charge d’affaires in 
Baghdad. Adel Sweidan. 
for consultations. He was 
expected to arrive in 
Amman late on Friday, 
sources said. 

As the two slain men 
were buried, two Jordani- 
ans held in Tehran for 16 
years for fighting along- 
side Iraq’s army during 
its 1980-1988 war with 
Iran returned to new- 
found freedom. 

At the Sahab cemetery, 
relatives prevented the 
father of Mr. Bsharah, 
35, from opening the cof- 
fin to kiss his son’s fore- 
head. 

The executions drew 
angry reactions from the 
government and ordinary 
Jordanians alike, many of 
whom blindly supported 
President Hussein during 
his August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. Even Jordan’s 
pro-Iraqi parties 

slammed Iraq’s execu- 
tion. 

Deputies in the newly- 
elected Lower House 
urged Iraq on Thursday 
to immediately release 
all Jordanian prisoners 
and detainees held there. 
It also urged the govern- 
ment not to execute a 
death sentence against a 
fifth Jordanian — Ghaleb 
Shihabuddin on similar 
smuggling charges (see 
story on page 3). 

Many Jordanians con- 
trasted Iraq's official 
behaviour towards Jorda- 
nians in Iraq with the sta- 
tus of over 40,000 Iraqis 
living and working in 
Jordan who are being 
treated well. 

They said Jordan, 


which was ostracised by 
the West because of its 
perceived tilt towards 
Baghdad during the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis, did 
not deserve such treat- 
ment. 

“Iraqis here are living 
in a secure atmosphere 
and are not subjected to 
harm while the Iraqi gov- 
ernment is executing our 
sons in Baghdad.” Ms. 
Bsharah told reporters. 

‘‘What has happened is 
inhumane and should not 
go unpunished. Saddam 
Hussein is responsible 
for what has happened.” 
she said. His sisters, 
brothers and relatives 
stood nearby screaming 
and weeping. 

In Baghdad, the Iraqi 
government said on 
Thursday it was sur- 
prised over Jordan’s 
reaction following the 
execution of the four 
smugglers. 

“Iraq is surprised at the 
fuss stirred by the Jor- 
danian government over 
the execution of four Jor- 
danian criminals,” said a 
two-page statement by 
the Iraqi foreign min- 
istry. 

“The Jordanian authori- 
ties know full well, 
through the memoran- 
dums which were 
addressed to them, that 
these persons were 
involved in trafficking 
from Iraq, which is a 
crime punishable by 
death." 

“Crimes of trafficking 
and economic sabotage 
in times of war or when 
the country is under an 
unjust embargo must be 
severely punished,” said 
the statement. 

Iraq has been under a 
U.N. embargo since its 
invasion of Kuwait. 

“Throughout the previ- 
ous years, the parties that 
are targeting Iraq, espe- 
cially the U.S. and Zion- 
ism, have organised 


plans and gangs to empty 
Iraq from its capabilities 
that enable it to face the 
unjust embargo,” the 
statement, which was 
made available to the 
Jordan Times, said. 

“We will not forgive 
and show leniency to the 
criminals who are look- 
ing for illegal gain at the 
expense of Iraqis.” added 
the statement. 

“We hope that the pub- 
lic opinion in Jordan will 
understand this issue and 
an incident like this 
should not be used to 
sabotage the deep and 
honest relationship 
between the two coun- 
tries,” the statement said. 

The statement said that 
the four cooperated with 
a fifth Jordanian, named 
Ra’ed Atallah, who lives 
in Jordan in their smug- 
gling attempts. 

The new crisis is the 
second in less than two 
years between the two 
countries. 

In 1995, Jordan’s rela- 
tions with Baghdad were 
damaged when Jordan 
granted President Sad- 
dam Hussein's son-in- 
law Hussein Kamil polit- 
ical asylum following his 
defection to Jordan. " 

At that time. Jordan 
lashed out at the Iraqi 
regime and called for a 
“political change in 
Iraq.” 

Minister of Interior 
Nathir Rahsid criticised 
the Iraqi government and 
said that the execution of 
the Jordanians “will 
badly affect the relation- 
ship” between ihe two 
neighbouring countries. 

“The incident is a 
bleeding wound which 
will never heal easily.” 
said Mr. Rashid. 

“We did our best to 
save the lives of the four 
Jordanians but unfortu- 
nately the Iraqi authori- 
ties did not cooperate and 
turned deaf ears," he told 


the Jordan Times on Fri- 
day. 

He said the govern- 
ment has no information 
about the number of Jor- 
danians who remain in 
Iraqi jails. 

“Iraq should not forget 
what Jordan has done for 
them and what ir is still 
doing. They should 
review their stand and 
ensure the safety of Jor- 
danians in Iraq," Mr. 
Rashid said. 

The minister also said 
that the government is 
conducting contacts with 
Iraq to stop the execution 
of a fifth Jordanian who 
was sentenced to death 
also for the smuggling 
charges. 

Meanwhile, the Lon- 
don-based Iraqi National 
Congress (INC) criti- 
cised the execution of the 
Jordanians in Baghdad 
and said that the move 
was pan of the “regime’s 
execution campaign 
directed by the Iraqi gov- 
ernment against the 
opposition” where the 
INC claims that more 
than 800 persons were 
executed since last 
month. 

The group claimed that 
those executed included 
Arabs. Kurds and Turk- 
man and at least 30 mem- 
bers of the INC. 

The Council of Islamic 
Organisation and other 
societies in Jordan also 
denounced the Iraqi 
move and sent a message 
to the Iraqi ambassador 
in Amman to express 
their “shock” over the 
executions. 

The Council urged the 
Iraqi government to 
revoke the death sen- 
tences of a fifth Jordan- 
ian national who is 
awaiting execution on 
the same charge. 


How a pair 
wcaks so much 

better. 


.-mv - 






Diagramless, 10 x 19 
By Harold B. Counts 


■ ,i 

pain* 


1 Bouquet town 

6 CcrtuMs 
9 Mariocks 

10 — olTroy 

11 NewYMCty 

13 IndenUa 

14 - Gw 

16 SwMMait 

17 Use a needs 
20 5681 

22 Paonu 

DOWN 

1 Ma or Hudson 

2 BoaM d bunion 

3 Cooscuon 

4 BB&ca! Ml 

5 HoMlaalUB- 
9 Toodl 

7 snoot a fandom 
nio«o 

. a HMti 
fi Hot cake 
10 Bu3y place 

12 Slanted 

13 Cry 

15 Gymnast 


24 Rsncn arums! 

29 Pnnting ntt&mttos 

29 Ma MocGnn* 

30 Began 

33 DetAtoagoru 
33 Ndumuch 

35 — Board (naO Be) 

36 Anrta Oakleys 

39 See you later 

40 Forever — day 

41 Fbslstaie 


16 ■— A Clark- 

17 AstMek 
19 Uncanny 
19 Most 

21 Hindu goddess 

22 "Uy — Sal- 

23 Buhmgoy 

24 seuk — Marie 

25 Gome official 

27 Goo peg 

28 Donkey 

30 hMgera 

31 Sowar 

34 Flower pens 


SOLUTION OF LAST 
WEEK'S SUNDAY PUZZLE 


45 Ftovortul 
49 Gama 

52 Fragrance 

53 Storm 

56 Beta* average 
56 Abandon 

58 Amsooe 

59 Group oi 
perttwnan 

62 Provido will 


35 Greek least 
37 THmffitfe 
39 Gave, 
as a pita 

41 Famai 

42 Before 

43 UWttocs 

44 Ogle 

45 Witter ka*i 

46 Hist -class 

47 PbC4torp6M 

49 Astnngenl 

50 Swab 

51 Female snaep 


64 Have dews 
95 Anar figure? 

66 MaascJ gmOal k* 
69 Canal” card. In 
Bridge 

eg Smpwtjnos 

71 Clamp 

72 PuBfeh fiparu 

74 Beam 

75 Rrvot al 
lorgedWnaes 

54 Ararat's org. 

57 Buis- Sp. 

59 Armistice 

60 -Bernal City" 

81 Alloy — 

63 Crane. eg 

65 Feed on 

Homage 

07 RaefmaMnai 
68 Hackneyed 
TP Faction 
7l Wraiwess 
nonsense 

73 lsl«1 


SOLUTION OF LAST WEEK’S 
DIAGRAMLESS PUZZLE 



Last Week's Cryptogram* 

1. The first electronic, bilingual converters made “Out of 
sight, ont of mind 1 * read, in Rnaaian, -In visible and insane”! 

2. Spaghetti and cold sparkling wine make line meal when 
time ia nf the eaaence. Right? 

3. Just awful pnn: When ia on old weathered front door not a 
door? When it'a open, it’e ajar. 

4. Two jugglers danced Irish jig while toesing Indian elttbe 
between their legs, 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

I. TJP 9QKB WT EQAAEJ EJBSDJ AJHH ADK- 
TJX WDA AW IJ AVJ VQAAJK PQAV EWCA 
KDTC IHAAJX QT. — By Earl Ireland 


*. PUNT YOZ12 Q P X , XA LATH OTBNV YQBN 
NMLNT. PMY HT1KB IIQP UN BQC YRMVC. UN 
YAREXZ YKAB; “NM LN TBV Q E EAT B , RMTi” 

— By Riu Salvun 

3. SAGS IFDUS AESG RFC RUM UP LOFLYAR 

BFRCG. SOAR BUR'S BETA PDFCOS FR AMI- 
ANFBARSED EFNLNEPS. — By RC. Doyle 

4. BGGWOULDNO NXXT IDUK GEUNfiTO NXU- 

LOSL IYO U YO AKOK FOLLOW FALLOW FEL- 
LOW. _ By Ed Hoddiawm 


"I" *11 


Take a fresh look at added travel convenience from 
a new pair in the ain Royal Jordanian teams up with TWA to 
connect you more comfortably. Fly RJ to the USA, arrive at JFK, 
where TWA transfer you directly to Los Angeles aid Detroit: 

No need to switch terminals. Only one ticket, ooe check-in. 

With two of the world’s most hospitable earners together, 
expect your trip to be an easier, more pleasurable time. 

hflpV/wvww.qa.com.jo 


ROYAIJORDANIAN wtffcSSa* 


Reflecting the Change 

WmDhabi-AdanAIAin-AmmanAm-jiEiflam-Anlara.Aqatid'AJliBns-Bahnin' 

Banglu*-8einiT-Berlin-flna£ei:-Cairo-Cfl!cutu-CasaUanca-Chica6ibCDloiiibg- 

Dama5CU5-Dftlhi-Dhattt3n-Diiha-Diitai-FraniJiiri-Genwra.lcTjinhiri. nuna-iandaii. 

Karachi-KuBlaLampur-LaTnacaLDnflonMafliifl.Milan-MoscowUumbai- 

Muscat-NnwYork-Parls-Riyadh-Rome-Sanaj-Tunis-ViFnnd-Kuwdii 


OIM7 iron 6^*04 •« 
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Irbid’s new industrial park leaves Jordanians divided 


By Ghalia AJul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — For a handful 
of businessmen, a new 
industrial zone in rhe 
northern city of Irbid is a 
blessing in disguise, grant- 
ing their products free 
trade status on U.S. mar- 
kets. 

For others, the Qualify- 
ing Industrial Zone (QIZ). 
housing 45 plants making 
anything from texciles to 
electronic components, is 
a free gift for Israel — 
allowing it to benefit from 
Jordan's infrastructure and 
cheaper labour force to 
boost trade with Washing- 
ton. its main oily in the 
region. 

The QIZ. established at 
Irbid's sprawling AJ Has- 
san Industrial Zone, is at 
the heart of U.S.-Israeli- 
Jordanian efforts to deliv- 
er an elusive peace divi- 
dend to many of Jordan’s 
disenchanted population. 

Accelerated steps by 
Israel -based global multi- 
nationals to shift capital, 
investment, production 
lines and plans to Irbid — 
three years after the 1994 
peace treaty — is so far 
the most tangible byprod- 
uct of a peace dividend 
that otherwise failed to 
match the hopes of its pro- 
ponents. 

Behind this move is a 
sole conglomerate. Centu- 
ry Investment Group. A 
Jordanian public share- 
holding company with an 
estimated equity value of 
more than $100 million, it 


has defied the soured 
political climate hamper- 
ing Arab-Israeli business 
links. 

Jordan and Israel, in the 
presence of U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright. signed the 
agreement designating the 
QIZ at a controversial 
Middle East and North 
Africa economic confer- 
ence held in Doha late last 
month. 

“Why should we allow 
Israel to achieve its goals 
at the expense of ours.” 
Fakhri Bilbeissi, board 
member of the Jordan 
Businessmen Association, 
said in an interview. 

But like Mr. Bilbeissi. 
many politicians and 
economists feel bitter that 
the privilege of having 
free access to America’s 
market will come at the 
expense of involving at 
least 1 1 per cent input 
from Israel and the Pales- 
tinian market — economi- 
cally held captive by the 
Jewish state. 

This, they said, will help 
“reinforce economic nor- 
malisation with Israel at a 
time when Tel Aviv has 
failed to respect the peace 
deals it had concluded 
with the Arabs.” 

The hardline policies of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
elected in May 1995. have 
fuelled a ground swell of 
hostility by most of Jor- 
dan's business elite 
towards any dealings with 
Israel, even at the price of 
economic prosperity. 


HOTEL INTERCONTINENTAL JORDAN BIDS 
FAREWELL TO CHAWQI AYOUB AND 
WELCOMES THE NEW GENERAL MANAGER 



A COCKTAIL reception 
was held at the Hotel 
Inter-Continental Jordan on 
Thursday. 11th December, 
to bid farewell to the Gener- 
al Manager Chawqi Ayoub 
who has been transferred to 
the Sultanate of Oman to 
manage The Gulf Forum 
Hole fin Muscat. Mr. Ayoub 
arrived in Jordan six years 
ago. Since then Hotel 
InterContinental Jordan 
introduced new restaurants 
and outlets and the hotel 
started major expansions. 
Jonathan ‘Soper will suc- 
ceed Mr. Ayoub as General 
Manaser for Hotel 
InterContinental Amman in 
addition he is also the 
Regional Director of Opera- 


tions for Jordan. Mr. Soper 
arrives from the United 
Arab Emirates where he 
held the position of General 
Manager for the Abu Dhabi 
InterContinental Hotel. Mr. 
Soper has been with the 
InterContinental Hotels & 
Resorts for more than IS 
vears. 

the cocktail reception was 
hosted by the Board of 
Directors of Jordan Hotels 
& Tourism Co. Ltd., the 
Management of Hotel 
InterContinental Jordan 
and attended by a large 
number of officials, busi- 
nessmen. travel agents, 
members of the diplomatic 
missions and press. 


Under the QIZ deal, to 
take effect later this 
month, enterprises estab- 
lished at Irbid-Al-Hassan 
industrial state. 150 kilo- 
metres north of Amman 
and a 40-minute drive to 
Israel’s industrial heart, 
will use what some offi- 
cials call "a gift that will 
allow their goods to pene- 
trate U.S. markets free of 
customs duties without 
reciprocity." 

Washington, the main 
sponsor of peace talks, has 
thrown its full weight 
behind the deal — a step 
towards “demonstrating 
that the positive effects of 
the peace process continue 
to be felt and the wheels of 
cooperation continue to 
turn.” 

But analysts and offi- 
cials remained divided on 
the benefits it will give to 
Jordan's economy, 12 
times smaller than that of 
Israel. 

Israel should not be 
granted the benefit of 
entering into partnerships 
or investments in Arab 
countries until a just and 
comprehensive Arab- 
Israeli peace is achieved, 
some analysts said. 

But officials said the 
deal will not give much to 
Israel, which already has 
a free trade pact with the 
U. S. 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade Hani Mulki said that 
Jordan was “getting a 
privilege” by exporting 
custom-exempt goods to 
the U.S. while imposing 
custom fees on American 
imports. 

Washington, in return, 
will help cement “peace 
and stability in the region" 
and use it as a model for 
future regional coopera- 
tion. 

For Jordan, the QIZ will 
promise new markets for 
products manufactured in 
Irbid and will provide over 
1,500 jobs for the King- 
dom's growing unem- 
ployed. 

Despite these tangible 
benefits, many Jordanians 
have remained hostile. 

Businessman Labib 
Qamhawi. who opposes 


the 1994 peace treaty, said 
the QIZ will be in favour 
of Israel. 

“Israel will benefit from 
the exploitation of Jor- 
dan's cheap labour (one- 
eighth than that in Israel) 
and the infrastructure," he 
said 

“The Israelis will make 
use of Jordan's manpower 
at Jordanian rates, which 
means fantastic savings to 
them. We will simply be 
tools in the Israeli eco- 
nomic wheel and the yield 
we will be getting... will 
be minimal." Dr. 
Qamhawi added. 

He went on to say: “Why 
should a country like Jor- 
dan decide to accept this 
and fall into this trap vol- 
untarily. Why should Jor- 
danian officials substitute 
Arab economic coopera- 
tion with that of Israel, 
knowing that any input 
from the Arab World's pri- 
vate sector would be bet- 
ter." 

But Omar Salah, Chair- 
man of Century Invest- 
ment Group, disagreed. 

He said Jordan's “inex- 
pensive" labour and infra- 
structure. coupled with the 
free trade status on Lhe 
U.S. market, should be 
seen as giving the King- 
dom a comparative advan- 
tage allowing it to become 
a global competitor. 

It will also give the 
country a “unique oppor- 
tunity to achieve sustain- 
able growth," he said, 
adding that Jordan will 
become one of four coun- 
tries enjoying free trade 
status with the U.S. after 
Canada. Israel and Mexi- 
co. 

Mr. Salah ’s group is 
employing 1.2(Xf at its 12 
factories established at the 
QIZ — all on a 50/50 part- 
nership basis with world 
multinationals.. 

Mr. Salah. 30. said he 
expected the deal to gener- 
ate over 1,100 new job 
opportunities in Century’s 
factories — manufacturing 
everything from women 
underwear and dairy prod- 
ucts to textiles and elec- 
tronics. 

His group has been 


under fire from many busi- 
nessmen who accuse it of 
encouraging economic 
normalisation with the 
Jewish state by luring 
Israeli capital, investment 
and production lines into 
Jordan through joint ven- 
tures. 

However, in the eyes of 
Mr. Salah, “Century is a 
company stealing away 
multinational investments 
based in Israel to Jordan". 

Joint venrure deals with 
Israel-based Western 
multinationals have in 
over a year and a half 
resulted in the manufac- 
ture of a wide range of 
brand name goods, mainly 
pre-sold to U.S. markets, 
he indicated.. 

“We brought Sara Lee. 
Motorola and others and 
we are bringing to Jordan 
things that Israel fought 
hard to get. We're bring- 
ing to Jordan investments, 
jobs, export opportunities 
and high- tech." Mr. Salah 
told the Jordan Times. 

He said the QIZ will also 
help improve the balance 
of trade between Jordan 
and the U.S.. heavily in 
favour of Washington. 
Amman's exports to the 
United States currently 
stand at $16 million a year. 

Recent media reports 
have said that Israeli tex- 
tile companies had laid off 
hundreds of workers due 
to a shift of production to 
neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries — Jordan and Egypt. 

The cutbacks, which 
have seen some 5,000 jobs 
lost in the past few years, 
were largely due to Israeli 
textile firms shifting their 
production to these coun- 
tries where salaries arc 10 
to 15 times lower than in 
Israel. 

Officials and diplomats 
said the QIZ does not only 
offer Israeli-based multi- 
nationals along with fully- 
owned Israeli plants the 
rationale to shift to Jordan, 
but is a magnet for global 
multinationals seeking to 
shift some Asian opera- 
tions closer to Europe. 

Several Jordanian indus- 
trialists said they were 
unhappy by the QIZ deal 


because its privileges are 
limited to factories based 
at Irbid’s Industrial Zone, 
one of three such areas 
across the Kingdom. 

They said their indus- 
tries would be left to surfer 
from what they called 
erratic economic policies, 
high tariffs and govern- 
ment red tape. 

Dr. Mulki disagreed say- 
ing that the QIZ was not 
limited to a specific num- 
ber of industries there. 
Land, he said, was avail- 
able at the zone and was 
sufficient to house a large 
number of companies. 

“It is for anybody who 
wants to build a factory 
there and enjoy the privi- 
leges as long as he com- 
mits himself to doing what 
is required by the QIZ." he 
said. 

“We will usher him into 
doing that," he empha- 
sised. 

Mr. Salah expressed 
hope that the Jordanian 
business community 
would forge ahead with 
efforts to extend the terms 
of the QIZ to other indus- 
trial parks in Jordan, such 
the Sahab park and the 
Zarqa and Aqaba free 
rrade zones. 

Dr. Mulki said if all of 
Jordan’s industrial zones 
were to enjoy non -recipro- 
cal free trade status on 
U.S. markets, Washington 
might ask for its products 
to be reacted in a similar 
way. 

“ft is an area of reciproc- 
ity. Just like 1 send a prod- 
uct into the U. S. free of 
tax and customs, the 
Americans can do the 
same." he explained. 

He expressed his appre- 
ciation to the U.S. for sup- 
porting the establishment 
of the QIZ in Irbid. as a- 
major turning point for 
Jordanian efforts ro join 
the global economy. 

“We did not need more 
investment in infrastruc- 
ture to achieve the goal of 
the QIZ. and in doing so, 
we hope we are able to 
deliver the fruits of peace 
in a faster way,” the minis- 
ter concluded. 


Christmas & New Year 


DAJANI Jewellers 


" An elegant , happy & classy Occasion." 


Our usual Christmas sale is on now 


DATANI 

Jcttclters 


Amra Forum Hotel Shops. 
Amman. 



THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert 


Wiliams 


Peanuts 



I DOUBT IT.. 

IF UJE WERE 
CLOSE, WE'D 
KNOW IT , 
BECAUSE WERE 
WELL BRED 
HUNTING 


J2 Poker stake 

43 Hair fashions 

44 Comic Rudner 

45 Empty talk 

47 Passing crazes 

46 _ Abner 

49 Soup dispenser 
52 Warm, cheerful 
brightness 
57 John Henry, e.g. 

60 Ballet dancer 
Pavlova 

61 Entrenched 

62 Distress painfully 

63 Coin flip 

64 Arnold, the actor 

65 Chopping tools 

DOWN 

1 Watch pockets 

2 Casual 
affirmative 

3 River of Sudan 

4 Usage charge 

5 Deplaned 

6 Feed the 
computer 

7 Actor Lahr 

8 Prima donna’s 
problem 

9 _ Paulo, Brazil 
10 Wheel 


By Gerald R. Ferguson 
Portland, OR 


Saturday's Puzzle solved. 


11 Yeah, sure 

12 Actress Bchhom 

13 Guessed Tigs. 

18 Israel's airline 

19 Unqualified 
failure 

23 Full of lather 

24 Contract in 
wrinkles 

25 Spanish hero 

26 Groovy 

27 Neon and radon 

28 Instructors' grp. 

29 Oscar de la 

30 Colgate rival. 

once 

31 Water-storing 
plants 

32 Imaginary 
substance 

34 Electrical 
measure 

37 Shamir's nation 

38 Foray 

39 Welcome site 

45 Intentionally Out 
of sight 

46 Lena or Ken 


□□□□□□□□ DG3E3DQQ 
EH30H0E1IIO EHHnnii 
QBHQEJaCIH □□□□□□ 
DOS QQUP □□□■ 
DQQHIHQE3QDDE3 QQDl 
BOE HDBHH SHD DDB 
HDIIIQ □□□ 0HH 
□□□□□ QDQEP 

□HQ DOB □□DH ■ 
HEIQ □□□ □SBBODS 
ejbh HHamnadSHHii 

HQ0 □□□□ QQQI 

□□□□□□ □nQHDQnoI 
QBDQQD HDQQHHQQf 
□□□□aa □□□auQuul 


tCjlW7 lien Mftffe SnvtQH. tat. 
A>iVwi w«rml . 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


47 Black plague 
carriers 

48 ‘Alice* star « 

49 Coll, senior's 
exam 

50 Chemical chart 

fig- 

si Lions’ lairs 


52 Capital on the 
Baltic Sea 

53 Taj Mahal site 

54 Western si. 

55 Flaw sugar 

56 Concludes 
58' Toothy deg. 

59 Furrow 





HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1997 


By Li nda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, IncJ 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If you’re going to tray, 
el. be prepared for a lot of congestion out there. You 
might want to go by the route you used to take years 
aeo It could turn out to be a faster route to wherever 
you're going. And the time you save will make the 

[rouble well worth it. . , 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) \ou don i lij^e 
changes much. You like things to stay as they are. Thai 
will be a challenge today. A woman will be an unex- 
pected ally. You two don t agree on much, but today 
you'll have a Jot in common. If you ask for money to 
bring more certainty into your life, you just might get 
ii. protect what you've got in savings. That s rare com- 
modity this time of year. . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Travel should go very 
well today. It'll be even better if you're with your mate 
and you're going to visit somebody you love. A friend 
could drop over unexpectedly, however. If you know 
someone who's liable to do that, let him or her know 
you won’t be around. Either that or get home early. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) There might be con- 
troversy at work. You're expecting things to go on way 
and they could rum out the opposite. Keep that in mind, 
but don't qet distracted. There’s something on your 
desk that needs to be handled. If you put it off much 
longer, vou could incur a late fee. and you hate that. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) A plethoryof old jokes 
will show up today, some of them older than the hills. 
Milton Berle thought these jokes were stale. But the 
people at the party you’re going to will be full of them. 
Maybe you could take a few seltzer bottles and some 
cream pies with you. Just kidding! 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is a mar- 
vellous time for cleaning up old messes and reestab- 
lishing old values. So dig out aJI your favourite memo- 
rabilia and decorate the house with it. You’ll be using 
the Mercury retrograde condition to its utmost poten- 
tial. And have a great time while you're at it. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’re on a roll 
again. You're intelligent, charming and good-looking 
You’re finding it easier to learn new information, and 
you're also picking up old ideas you missed the first 
time around. The more you know about your past, the 
better you’re able to chan your future. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Would ii 
benefit the family to have a computer in the home? Or 
a cellular phone? You don't usually go in for that sort 
of thing. In this case, however, the price will be so good 
you'll be tempted to give it a try. Go ahead. Gel some- 
thing that will make your life easier. Your attitude will 
improve, too. This will be beneficial in more ways than 
you realise. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Lis- 
ten to coaching from a parent or someone else of the 
older generation. This person has your best interests ai 
heart. There's also good advice coming from a person 
your own age. You're interested in achieving the same 
goals, so why not work for them together? 
CAPRICORN: [December 22 to January 20) You hit 
the deck running first thing this morning. There’s more 
to do than you could possibly get accomplished in one 
day. Actually, you set it up this way. You've been 
putting off lots of things all^veek- You've saying you 
could handle them on Saturday. Well, here is Saturday! 
Don't you just hate it? 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're so 
popular, you might have trouble fitting all the invita- 
tions into your schedule. You may have to figure oui 
ways to double these things up. Get people together ai 
one place so you don’t have to drive all over town. You 
could meet at a favourite restaurant. That’s a nice way 
to have a party. Nobody has to clean up afterwards. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) The house is full 
of people, presents and wrapping paper. The old folk* 
and the young ones are having all sorts of arguments 
but everybody seems to be smiling. It’s a marvellous 
time for working out old misunderstandings. None of 
them seem very important anymore. 

Birthstone of December: Turquoise — Zircon 



“My walking shoes cost $99— 
if I use them, they’ll wear out too fast!" 


that scrambled WORD GAJJ 

a H»wJ Arnold end **»■ W'*" 


Unscranbte these tour Jumbles, 
one team- to each square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


CHARP 


FELCT 





MEM 

wmmm 

■gldsMai l 


Answer A 


(Answers K* w,r3 ’ 

'festerdey* Jumbles: RANCH KINKY ASTRAY 

Answw " Whai the psychiatrist's patient can* 1 ,fie 1 
hop music - ’SHRINK" RAP 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


MoGA seeking new place for Monday’s 

open market vendors at Abdali 



** THE MUNICIPALITY of Greater 
Amman (MoGA) is looking for a new plot 
of land where merchants can sell vegeta- 
bles and fruits each Monday as a post 
office will be built on half of the land in 
Abdali currently used as an open market 
once a week. 

Nidal Hadid, MoGA acting mayor, 
explained that half of the plot of land near 
the Abdali bus depot belongs to the Min- 
istry of Post and Telecommunications and 
that the ministry has completed all the 
official procedures to build a post office 


on the pan it owns. Construction is expect- 
ed to stan in the coming few days. 

MoGA has tried to relocate the “Monday 
Market" further down to an area opposite 
the Amman police station but the Depart- 
ment of Traffic did not approve such an 
idea for fear of traffic congestion in that 
location, Mr. Hadid said. “The problem is 
beyond our authority and concerns other 
official parties." he added noting that 
MoGA hopes to find a suitable alternative 
plot of land to safeguard the rights of ven- 
dors in the market /A1 Dus tour). 


Beltaji gives push to Jordanian 
offices organising visits to Egypt 


** TOURISM MINISTER Aqel Beltaji 
has decided to exempt the offices which 
organise Jordanian tourism trips to Egypt 
from submitting the JD25,000 bank guar- 
antee. The decision aims at encouraging 
tourism to Egypt and at complementing 
supportive efforts started by the Jordan- 
ian private sector ro stand by Egyptian 
tourism businesses. The step also aims at 
focusing the interest of Arab and espe- 
cially Jordanian tourists to the importance 
of inter-Arab tourism. Mr. Beltaji told an 
Egyptian-Jordanian tourism workshop. 

The Jordanian move comes at a time 
when Egypt is highlighting 1998 as the 
year for Arab tourism. Mr. Beltaji 


stressed the importance of inter- Arab 
tourism by pointing out that 54 per cent of 
the tourists who visited Jordan in 1997 
were Arabs from the Gulf states. He indi- 
cated that 67 per cent of Jordan’s tourism 
income was from Arab tourists. 

Egypt’s Ambassador Hani Riyadh said 
his country is now seeking to overcome 
all hindrances that face anvone will ins to 
enter Egypt. He indicated that Cairo has 
cancelled all costs to obtain a visa to enter 
Egypt. He emphasised that he will per- 
sonally help Jordanian tourist groups 
wishing to go to Egypt by facilitating all 
the required procedures < A1 Dusiour). 
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Main Equity Indices 
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Executions in Iraq will harm AFM — broker 


By TareqAyyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Turnover at 
the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) increased 
by 33 per cent last week 
amid continuous demand 
over the Arab Bank 
shares, brokers said Fri- 
day. 

The weekly AFM bul- 
letin indicated that the 
weekly turnover amount- 
ed to JD12.9 million com- 
pared with JD9.7 million 


in the previous week. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker 
at the Amman stock mar- 
ket, said the increase was 
due to the demand for 
Arab Bank 

shares by local and for- 
eign portfolios. 

Mr. Naqeeb said demand 
was high for the Arab 
Bank’s shares in the first 
three days of the previous 
week. 

Analyst Ziyad Basha 
said that foreign portfolios 
have turned their invest- 


ments from Far East 
bourses to Jordan and the 
Middle East stock mar- 
kets. 

Mr. Naqeeb said the 
Iraqi government execu- 
tion of four Jordanians in 
Baghdad last week will 
affect the stock market. 

“The new development 
might shock the market 
especially the industrial 
firms that deal with Iraq.” 
said Mr. Naqeeb, who was 
referring to the several 
industrial firms that direct 


production to the Iraqi 
market. 

He said that the demand 
for the shares of these 
firms might be affected by 
the new development. 

The bulletin showed that 
the banking sector came 
first with JD9.6 million, or 
74 per cent of the total 
turnover, followed by the 
industrial sector with 
JD1.6 million, or 13 per 
cent. The services sector 
registered JD1.4 million 
and insurance sector 


recorded JD 170,000. 

The bulletin indicated 
that the general index 
price has decreased from 

1 72.2 points a week ago to 

170.02 points in the past 
week. 

It showed that out of 85 
firms that have changed 
hands in the AFM, 20 
companies have witnessed 
increase in their share 
prices, 50 firms registered 
decrease while the 
remaining 20 registered 
no change in their prices. 
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Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 


IN JORDAN - EGYPT & BRAZIL. 
Amman. Amra Forum Hotel Shops 6th Circle. 



Many villas and 
apartments tor rem 
and sale furnished 
Or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079J30007 


STUB 18 HfifS 

Pwfcsston&QftaUtyin 
1 hour sendee 

Develop your cotour film 
at our shop and gat 

* JUMBO photo she 

$0% larger. 

• Free enlargement 

20 x 30 cm. 


Shmefeanl - Opposite 
. Grindiays Bank. 

Phone: 604042 

I Swetffeh Tel: 823891 [ 


crown Hora. 


INDOOR HEATH) 


JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 


TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 

Radio & TV station RD. 



TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 



Jam 

d a 

"MERRY CHRISTMAS” 

♦ New * New. + New 

Makawir line 
on display at the 

Bani Hamida House 

* Rugs * Cushions 
* Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 

Location; Jabal Amman. 
1st Circle. Rainbow St. 

Open daily from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays & 
official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 
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A1 Baqaa wins National Boxing Championships 

Al Nadi, Abu Khadijeh maintain impressive form in finals 


A1 Wihdat keep lead after 
1-0 win over Al Ramtha 


STANDINGS 


Team 

P 

W 

D 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

Pts 

Wihdat 

14 

12 

1 

1 

30 

5 

37 

Faisali 

14 

11 

1 

7 

40 

12 

34 

Ramtha 

14 

7 

4 

3 

24 

16 

25 

Hussein* 

13 

6 

3 

4 

24 

21 

21 

Jazireh 

14 

6 

2 

6 

20 

23 

20 

Ahli* 

13 

4 

4 

5 

25 

26 

16 

Qadisieh 

14 

4 

3 

7 

15 

20 

15 

S-Hussein 

14 

3 

3 

8 

17 

26 

12 

Karmel 

14 

2 

2 

10 

13 

38 

8 

Baqaa 14 2 1 

*AhIi-Hussein have a postponed match 

11 

12 

33 

7 


By Omar KarmJ 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


Results 


. 51kg: Ali Hassan (Al Arab!) beat Muanther Igilan (Al 
B " q 5Tkg7Abdu%Tmid Hiyasat (Al Majd) beat Muhannad 
^£212 beat Junta' Makahleh 

SinSiX) beat Khated Subbi -A, 

Arab) — KO 4th round . 

• 71 kg: Wael Shabab (Al Baqaa) beat Mahmoud Aiawm 

(Dawqara) — on poinLs ...... 

• 75kg: Basil Hindawi ( Al Baga) beat Ashraf Rashid (Al 

Majd) — KO 1st round . 

- 91kg and above: Raed Shabab f Al Baqaa) beat Ahmad 
Galeb (Al Majd) — retired 2nd round 


By a Jordan Times 
StaiT Reporter 

AMMAN — Standings 
remained unchanged as 
the 14th week of the 
Premier League 

Championship concluded 
Friday. 

Tiileholders Al Wihdat 
maintained their slim three 
point lead atop the ten 
team standings after a cru- 
cial 1-0 win over Al 
Ramtha in the second half 
of their match at Al 
Hussein Youth City. 

The win enabled the 
champions (o keep their 
lead now challenged by Al 
Faisali who could have 
topped the prestigious 
group in case of their 
rivals’ defeat after their 
own 3-1 win over Al Ahli 
Thursday. 

Al Wihdat. still reeling 
from their setbacks at the 
recent Arab Cup Winner’s 
Cup in Tunisia where they 
suffered a 7-0 defeat to 
Algeria, have came back 
to an unimpressive form 


coupled with the sudden 
departure of their coach 
Anwar Jassam. 

Al Faisali are second for 
the third week running 
after their 2-0 win over Al 
Wihdat which heated up 
the title race. 

Al Ramtha are still third 
and will have a chance to 
improve when they face Al 
Baqaa next week. 

Al Hussein lead Al 
Jazireh by one point after 
their dismal 1-0 loss to Al 
Jazireh Friday. 


In another match Friday, 
Al Qadissieh. who have 
been dragged to the last 
four scored their first win 
of the second leg 1-0 over 
Al Karmel. 

Eighth placed Shabab Al 
Hussein scored their third 
win of the season when 
they beat bottom-of-the- 
table Al Baqaa 3-1 in the 
opening match if the 
week. 

Shabab Al Hussein 
improved their overall 
points trying to move 


away from the relegation- 
threatened last -two places. 

Al Wihdat are hoping to 
win the second title of the 
year after winning the Cup 
Winners Cup at the onset 
of the season. Al Faisali 
won the Federation Shield. 

The fourth title of the 
year — the Jordan Cup — 
will see A I Ramtha who 
knocked out A I Faisali 
playing the winner of Al 
Hussein-AJ Wihdat semifi- 
nal which has not yet been 
scheduled. 


AMMAN — Ay man Al 
Nadi showed some of the 
form that helped him win 
gold at the Pan Arab Games 
in Beirut, by outclassing 
KhaJed Subhi in the final 
fight of the Kingdom’s 
National Boxing 

Championships which con- 
cluded Thursday. 

Also in action in the four 
day tournament, were fel- 
low Pan Arab gold medal- 
lists Kamal Abdul Majid, 
and Basil Hindawi, who 
both became national cham- 
pions in their respective 
weight classes. Mohammad 
Abu Khadijeh, arguably 
Jordan’s best boxer, who 
took gold both in Beirut and 
in the recent Southwest 
Asian Games in Tehran, 
won his class Wednesday. 

Al Nadi, of Al Baqaa club, 
never looked troubled in the 
63kg class final against 
KhaJed Subhi of Al Arab 
Club. 

Even in the uneventful 
first two rounds, Al Nadi, 
keeping his opponent at bay 
with his powerful jab. 
always looked likely to end 


this bout before time. 

The third round saw Subhi 
coming out punching, but 
most of these landed on A I 
Nadi’s guard. 

Assuming command of 
the centre of the ring. Subhi 
was reduced to running 
around in circles. Thus with 
a quickly tiring Subhi. Al 
Nadi saw his chance, and 
with one clean punch to the 
chin floored him. He was 
straight up. but the tight 
seemed certain to end 
before time. The crowd also 
sensed this, and loudly 
aided the referee with the 
count. 

Subhi, however, made it 


to the end of the round, and 
came out for the fourth 
determined to find the suck- 
er-punch. There was no way 
in for him. though. 

A I Nadi's guard held 
strong, and his ability to 
duck punches meant that for 
the first minute of the fourth 
round. Subhi was punching 
holes in the air. 

Now visibly tired. Subhi 
came in for a final assault, 
but walked straight into the 
left fist of Al Nadi. who. up 
until then had hardly both- 
ered to jab. content to let his 
opponent tire himself out. 

Winded, Subhi went down 
for the second time, and this 


time he was more unsteady 
getting up. Ten seconds 
later the fight was over. 

Al Nadi went in for ih e 
kill, and with Subhi u p 
against the ropes, hardlv 
able to defend himself, \ 
quick combination to the 
body, and a final right to the 
face which landed so clean- 
ly. it seemed as if he wis 
fighting a punching bag, 
convinced the referee to 
stop the fight. 

Of the final day's seven 
Fights only two were decid- 
ed by a K.O. Basil Hindawi, 
scored the only other K.O. 
of the day against his oppo- 
nent Ashraf Rashid in the 
first round. 

Three fights went the full 
five rounds, and Ahmad 
Galeb and Junta' Makahleh 
both retired against respec- 
tively Raed Shabab and 
Ham am Hamze. 

By winning the finals in 
ten weight classes. Al 
Baqa'as boxers won first 
place in the overall team 
even with 34 points, fol- 
lowed by Al Arab with 14. 
Al Majd with 12, Al 
Yarmouk with 6 and Al 
Hilal 5. 


Knicks win; Cleveland extends streak 



Cleveland Cavaliers' guard Wesley Person CL) attempts a break-away lay up and is 
fouled by Milwaukee Bucks* guard Ray Allen late in the second quarter at the 
Bradley Center in Milwaukee. Wisconsin. Person was awarded two free throws for 
the fold (Reuters photo) 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Patrick Ewing scored a sea- 
son-high 34 points and the 
New York Knicks made 
more free throws than field 
goals in a 107-103 victory 
over the Minnesota 
Timberwolves on Thursday 
night. 

The Knicks shot 36-for- 
44 at the line as they won 
their seventh straight at 
home and sent Minnesota 
to its ninth loss in 11 
games. 

New York was 33-of-83 
from the field. 

Allan Houston added 17 
points. John Starks had 16 
and Chris Childs 14 for the 
Knicks, who are 6-1 at 
home but only 5-8 on the 
road. Stephon Marbury had 
22 points and nine assists 
for Minnesota. 

Stanley Roberts added 20 
points, and Tom Gugliotta 
had 19 points and 11 
rebounds for the Wolves. 

■ Detroit Pistons 103, 
New Jersey Nets 99: In the 
Detroit suburb of Auburn 
Hills, Michigan, Joe 
Dumars scored all of his 
season-high 22 points in 
the second half to help the 
Detroit Pistons beat the 
New Jersey Nets. 

Detroit trailed 49-46 at 
halftime, but bounced back 
for their first three-game 
winning streak of the sea- 
son. New Jersey has lost 
three straight. Brian 
Williams had 19 poinLs and 
11 rebounds for Detroit, 
while Grant Hill added 18 
points. 

New Jersey’s Keith Van 
Hom finished with 24 
points, the most in his four- 
game career, including 13- 
of-13 from the free throw 
line. 

■ Cleveland Cavaliers 
79, Milwaukee Bucks 77: 
At Milwaukee. Shawn 
Kemp and Wesley Person 
sank free throws in the final 
29.7 seconds as the 
Cleveland Cavaliers won 
their 1 0th straight. 

Person finished with 27 
points and Kemp 18 as 
Cleveland extended its 
longest winning streak 
since 1994. when it tied the 
franchise record with an 
1 1 -game streak. The 
Bucks, who lost their sec- 
ond straight, were led by 
Glenn Robinson with 20 
points and Ray Allen with 
!9. 

• Orlando Magic 100, 
Dallas Mavericks 90: At 


Dallas, Mark Price scored 
18 points and Derek Harper 
added 16 against his former 
team as the Orlando Magic 
won their fourth in a row. 

Horace Grant added 15 
points for the magic. 
Michael Finley scored 20 
points for the Mavericks, 
who lost for the 15th time 
in 17 games. Dennis ScolL 
traded from Orlando to 
Dallas in the offseason, had 
13 points for the Mavs. 
who are 1-3 since Don 
Nelson took over as coach. 


• Phoenix Suns 94. 
Atlanta Hawks 78: In 
Phoenix. Steve Nash 
scored 18 points and made 
all four of his 3-point 
attempts as the Phoenix 
Suns took advantage of 
cold-shooting Atlanta to 
beat the Hawks. Cedric 
Ceballos added 17 points 
for Phoenix, which won for 
the seventh time in 10 
games and improved its 
home record to 9-3. Danny 
manning scored 15 points, 
and Antonio McDyess had 


14 points and 10 rebounds 
for the Suns. The Hawks, 
who entered the game with 
the National Basketball 
Association's best record at 
1 5-4. never recovered after 
missing 10 of their first II 
shots. 

Steve Smith had 16 
points and Christian 
Laettner 15 for Atlanta, 
which is 0-6 at America 
West Arena. It was the third 
straight loss for the Hawks, 
who had their lowest point 
total of the season. 


Parreira 
to coach 
Saudi 
Arabia 

RIYADH (AFP) — Carlos 
Alberto Parreira. who 
coached Brazil to the 1994 
World Cup trophy, will 
coach Saudi Arabia at next 
year's World Cup finals in 
France — a contract 
believed to be worth up to 
S3 million. 

The 55-year-oid Parreira, 
who previously codched 
Saudi Arabia to the 1988 
Asian Cup, arrived in Saudi 
Arabia on Thursday for the 
Confederations Cup which 
started here on Friday. 

Parreira said that Saudi 
Arabia, who were knocked 
out by Sweden in the last 16 
of the 1994 World Cup, 
faced a tough task to repeat 
their 1 994 feat, as they were 
drawn with hosts France, 
the 1992 European champi- 
ons Denmark and African 
champions South Africa. 

“It's a tough group and 
there is a lot of work to be 
done.” Parreira said. 

Saudi Arabia start off 
their Confederations Cup 
campaign on Friday against 
Brazil. 


FA hand Grobbelaar, Segers 
suspended bans 


LONDON (AFP) — Former goalkeepers 
Bruce Grobbelaar of Zimbabwe and 
Dutchman Hans Segers have been both 
fined £10,000 (Si 5.000) and banned for six 
months by the Football Association here on 
Friday — but the punishment is suspended 
for two years. 

The duo had been charged with miscon- 
duct relating to the FA rules on betting. 

The FA said the two players, cleared of 
match-fixing charges earlier this year, had 
received thousands of pounds for helping a 
Far East betting syndicate to predict the 
outcome of matches in which they were not 
involved. 

But FA spokesman Steve Double said 
Grobbelaar and Segers’ punishment of a 
six-month ban and a £10,000 fine each 
would be suspended for two years, consid- 
ering the “severe financial hardship and 
three-year blight on their careers” that they 
had already suffered. 

Both players had admitted breaching FA 
rules on the involvement of players in bet- 
ting on matches, but it claims that they had 
not fully appreciated the regulations at the 
lime. 

Grobbelaar and Segers. along with former 
Wimbledon striker and Gladiators presen- 
ter John Fashanu and a Malaysian business- 
man, were found not guilty earlier this year 
of criminal charges of match fixing by a 
jury at Winchester Crown Court. 

But in their evidence during the lengthy 
trial, former Liverpool and Southampton 
keeper Grobbelaar and former Wimbledon 
keeper Segers both admitted taking money 
from a Far East betting syndicate for their 
advice on the likely outcome of matches. 


During an FA disciplinary committee 
hearing, which took place on THursday. the 
FA heard that Grobbelaar had received just 
over £8,000 for his services, while Segers 
had picked up between £45.000 and 
£48.000 . 

After the FA announced the outcome of 
the hearing. Grobbelaar vowed to continue 
his career and to pursue a libel action 
against the newspaper, which published die 
original match-fixing allegations. 

In a statement the FA announced: “The 
Commission was in no doubt thai the mis- 
conduct was ^erious. It considered that Mi 
players would normally receive a six-month 
ban from all forms of football and a 
£10.000 fine for this offence. 

“However, it was noted the men had 
already suffered heavily in both financial 
and personal terms. 

"The commission considered that ii 
would be unfair to impose a penalty which 
would take Mr Grobbelaar and Mr Seger* 
out of the game again. 

“Therefore, both penalties will be sus- 
pended for two years from today — only in 
be imposed if either commits a similar 
offence within that time. 

The FA said that their commission “did 
not go behind" the evidence presented al 
the trials of Grobbelaar and Segers. who 
were ordered to each pay £4.000 towards 
the cost of the disciplinary hearing. 

The FA added: “The rule in relation to 
betting is intended to slop those in the 
game from passing information about 
matches on to those involved in betting.” 


Chambers announces 
NBA retirement 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH H1RSCH 


TOMMY SCORES IN PHn.i. v 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) — 
Philadelphia 76ers forward 
Tom Chambers, a four-time 
All-Star and Most Valuable 
Player of the 1987 game in 
Seattle, retired Thursday 
from the National 
Basketball Association. 

Chambers was traded to 
Philadelphia by the Phoenix 
Suns on November 21 but 
appeared in just one game 
for the 76ers, scoring six 
points in 10 minutes. He 
was placed on the injured 
list December 7 with a 
lower back strain. 

“There comes a point in 
every player's career when 
it becomes necessary to 
move on to newer hori- 
zons,” said Chambers. "I'm 
certainly proud of my on- 
court accomplishments, but 
even prouder of the many 
lifelong friendships and the 


invaluable relationships 
forged and bonded over my 
career. I believe they will 
prove to be far more 
rewarding.” 

The 38-vcar-oId 

Chambers was in his 16th 
season. He signed as a free 
agent in August with 
Phoenix, where he played 
with from 1988-93. 
Chambers, who scored 60 
points against the Seattle 
Supersonics on March 24. 
1990. had career averages 
of 18.1 points and 6.1 
rebounds with San Diego, 
Seattle. Phoenix. Utah and 
Charlotte. 

Chambers ranks 24th on 
the NBAs all-time scoring 
list with 20,053 points. He 
entered the league in 1981 
after the San Diego Clippers 
made him the eighth overall 
pick in the draft. 
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The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

2* Pw 21 Piu 

2NT Pm 37 Pan 

3* Pm 4* Pan 

Pm Pan 

Opening lead: King of 0 

With the North American Spring 
Championships being hold in near- 
by Philadelphia. Trump Coup Tom- 
my decided to form a team and 
taller Ihe Vanderbilt, premier event 
of the tournament. As our readers 
are aware. Tammy is a rather ordi- 
nary player who performs like n 
master in one event only: when 
trumps break badly. 


ent soon appeared. Tommy's firtf , 
two bids described a balanced hand 

of 22 points or better — do one ever 

accused Tommy of being able w 
count beyond 10 and his spade stop- 
per left a good deal to be desired 
North transferred to spades 3°“ ' 
then raised to game. 

West led the king of diamond’:. ' 
taken by Tommy with the ore 
When a spade io the eiRht held the l 
tnek. Tommy brightened visibly. • 
The jack of diamonds lost to d» r 
queen. and a dub return was ukuj . 
in the dosed hand. Declarer essh«“ 
the Lcn of diamonds, discarding ® 
club from dummy. The nine of 
spades was led. and West hopr 0 ® 
up with the a« to return anodic 
dub. Declarer won and led a hif" 
club. Wes* discarded a heart sm 
declarer ruffed in dummy! ; 

A heart v> the king provided ““ • 
entry for another club ruff, and i 
declarer came to hand with Ihe 
of hearts to complete West's daw®' 
Jiture. Down to K J in spades «n , 
front of dummy's Q 10. West cOUK ■ 
score only one trump trick when ( 
Tommy led a dub from hand _ l 

Unfortunately, there were n° : , 
enough hands with bad irucP i 
breaks. Tomny gained pukrtanwa- . 
ly on this hand, buL lost Lhc '■ 
What's new? . •! 
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NourAI Sharif & 
Layla Aiwi... in 

AL MASEER 
(Arabic) 

Winner in the 1997 Cannes festival 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30. 6:00, 
8:15. 10:30 
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Rowan Atkinson... in 
MR. BEAN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 
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ABDOUN 
Mel Gibson & 
Julia Roberts... in 

CONSPIRACY 

THEORY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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OF PEOPLE 

Slurring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabhas 
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VfL Bochum’s Thomas Reis (R) and Sunday Oliseh (L) of Ajax Amsterdam fight for 
the ball during the second match of the third round of the UEFA socer cup in 
Bochum. Ajax Amsterdam won the first match 4-2 (Reuters photo) 

Ajax reach quarters as hundreds arrested 


BOCHUM (AFP) — 
Dutch giants Ajax. 4-2 
winners of the first-leg, 
reached the UEFA Cup 
quarter-finals here Thurs- 
day when they held Ger- 
man opponents Bochum to 
a 2-2 draw — but the 
match was marred by 
crowd trouble. 

Before and during the 
match police were report- 
ed to have arrested about 
700 fans — among them 
100 Dutch supporters who 
threw beer mugs and dam- 
aged windows in two city 
centre cafes before the 


kick-off. 

Bochum had only them- 
selves to blame after 
squandering enough 
chances to have reached 
double figures. 

Darius Wosz and the 
other home strikers creat- 
ed panic in the Ajax 
defence in the first half 
and only some poor finish- 
ing and excellent goal- 
keeping from Edwin van 
der Sar kept it goalless. 

Ironically it was Ajax 
who opened the scoring 
through Georgian star 
Shota Arveladze in the 


5 1 st minute, but Bochum 
hit back to take the lead 
with goals from Norbert 
Hoffmann and Croatian 
midfielder Zoran Mamie. 

Former West Ham strik- 
er Dani forced the draw 
for Ajax three minutes 
later. 

Ajax, winners of the 
UEFA Cup in 1992, join 
Villa, Inter Milan, Spartak 
Moscow, Schalke. Aux- 
erre, Lazio and Atletico 
Madrid in the quarter- 
finals. 
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Hooligans appeal date set 

STRASBOURG (AFP) — The three Liv- 
erpool hooligans jailed for four months for 
assault on October 22 will have their 
appeal against the sentence heard on 
December 22, their lawyer said on Friday. 
The three, who were arrested along, with 
six others who were subsequently released, 
assaulted a passerby, prior to the UEFA 
Cup tie with Strasbourg, with an umbrella 
and then hit and kicked the man while he 
was on the ground leaving him with two 
black eyes. According to Gerard Dupuis, 
one of the supporters lawyers, they had 
drunk over 3.5 litres of beer and felt 
‘threatened' by the roan. The three defen- 
dants are 32-year-old James Kerr, manager 
of a sports shop, Matthew Godden, 21 a 
market vendor, and 32-year-old Paul 
Roach, a roofer. 

N. Korea qualify to 
women’s soccer finals 

GUANGZHOU (AFP) — North Korea's 
women’s footballers reached the finals of 
the Asian Winner's Cup here on Friday 
with a 1-0 victory over Japan — and 
grabbed a place in the 1999 World Cup 
finals. North Korea qualify for the 
Women’s World Cup Soccer Champi- 
onship to be held in the United States in 
1999 as they are one of the top three qual- 
ifying teams. Japan’s star striker Ho mare 
Sawa was marked out of the match and 
North Korean striker Kim Kun-Sil 
destroyed Japan’s defence. North Korean 
coach Myong Tong Chan said he bad not 
expected the victory as he thought the 
Japanese team was more skillful and expe- 
rienced. 

Mansell to take to the ice 

PARIS (AFP) — Former world motor rac- 
ing champion Nigel Mansell is to take to 
the ice when he competes in the 24 Hour 
Chamonix endurace race next month. “1 
have broken the bank to get him but it is 
worth it,” said race organiser Frantz Hum- 
mel after confirming the Englishman had 
signed a contract. “I have been after 
Mansell for five years. He will add to the 
event and increase the interest of televi- 
sion," he added. However the 44-year-old 
Mansell is still without a car for the Janu- 
ary 31 race. “The next stage is to find a 
team and a co-driver for Mansell. We have 
several ideas,” said Hummel. The leading 
manufacturers taking part include Opel, 
BMW, Renault, Peugeot and Nissan. 

Lloyd through for 
Champions semifinal 


SYDNEY (AFP) — England’s John Lloyd 
superior service pulled him through into 
the semi-finals of the inaugural Champi- 
ons tennis tournament here on Friday. The 
43-year-old Lloyd who is yet to win a tour- 
nament on die Champions tour, accounted 
for 1990 French Open champion Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador 6-4, 6-4. Gomez was 
ill-prepared for the tournament, boarding a 
plane for Sydney with less than 24 hours 
notice after the late withdrawl of Sweden's 
Mats Wilander. Lloyd, a beaten finalist in 
the 1977 Australian Open, will play South 


African Johan Kriek in Saturday’s semi- 
finals. The 39-year-old Kriek looms as the 
danger man for tournament top seed and 
eight-times grand slam singles champion 
Jimmy Connors, after blowing Argentina’s 
Jose-Luis Clerc away in less than an hour. 
Kriek. the Australian Open winner in, 1981 
and 1952. won .6-1, 6r3_ In .Saturday's 
other seim-final, ConnoEs wijj play fellow 
American Tim Wiikison. Both had their 
first round matches on Thursday. The final 
is on Sunday. 

2 injured in Asian Games 
construction accident 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Two workers were 
seriously injured when the roof of a swim- 
ming pool complex collapsed on them as 
they helped build one of the key venues for 
the troubled 1998 Asian Games here. The 
workers were injured Thursday when a 60- 
by-120 metre (19S-by-400 foot) metal 
frame being used to build the roof of an 
indoor pool caved in at Bangkok's Tham- 
masat University. Three other workers 
received minor injuries in the accident at 
the site. 

Liverpool eye Lazio coach 

ROME (AFP) — Liverpool and Glasgow 
Rangers are sounding out Lazio's troubled 
Swedish coach Sven Goran Eriksson, the 
Italian press reported on Friday. The two 
British dubs are both preparing a substan- 
tial offer for the former Sampdoria and 
Benfica coach should he part company 
with Lazio, according to the Corriere dello 
Sport. Lazio have been faltering after a 
fine start to the Serie A season and are now 
struggling down in mid-table. However, 
they are through to the quarter-finals of 
both the UEFA Cup and the Italian Cup. 
Eriksson told the paper “I refuse to even 
consider the idea of not seeing this through 
to the end. 1 can’t go waking up every 
morning and wondering ’are they going to 
sack me today?’. “If it happens, it happens. 
Sport is about winning and losing, and 
there are no halfway options. People either 
love you or they hate you.” 

Ronaldo ready for Sicily 

PALERMO (AFP) — Ronaldo is set to be 
the star attraction here on December 30. 
when the Brazilian ace turns out for Inter 
Milan in their friendly against French club 
Auxerre. Ronaldo, currently with Brazil at 
the Confederation Cup in Saudi Arabia, 
will miss Inter’s last two Serie A matches 
of the year. But Inter confirmed on Friday 
that the 21-year-old will play in Palermo. 
The match is part of the deal which 
brought Nigerian international defender 
Taribo West to Inter from Auxerre last 
summer. A sell-out crowd is expected at 
Palermo’s "Favorite" stadium, as it was in 
February, when 35,000 packed the venue 
for the European Super Cup second leg 
and Juventus' 3-1 victory over Paris St 
Germain. Sicily, the home of this year’s 
World Student Games, is also expected to 
host Italy’s first pre- World Cup friendly at 
Catania in January 1 , against a side yet to be 
determined. , 


Steelers 
send six 
starters to 


Jordanian delegation leaves 
for 2nd Women's Islamic Games 


Pro Bowl 

NEW YORK ( AFP > — The 
Pittsburgh Steelers boast 
six starters and the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, who 
ended a siring of 14 
straight losing seasons this 
year, sent an National Foot- 
ball League-high seven 
players to the Pro Bowl. 
Rosters for the all-star 
game, which is scheduled 
for February I in Honolulu, 
were announced Thursday. 
Running back Jerome Bet- 
tis, wide receiver Yancey 
Thigpen, centre Dermontti 
Dawson, defencive tackle 
Joel Steed, inside line- 
backer Levon Kirkland and 
safety Cornell Lake were 
the AFC starters selected 
from the Steelers. The 
Kansas City Chiefs, who 
are tied with the Denver 
Broncos for the best record 
in the AFC at 11-3, also 
bad six representatives. 
However, the only starters 
named for the Chiefs were 
guard Will Shields and cor- 
nerback Dale Carter. The 
Kansas City reserves are 
wide receiver Andre Rison, 
fullback Kimble Anders, 
linebacker Derrick Thomas 
and comerback James 
Hasty. Although the Bucca- 
neers led the NFL with 
seven selections to the 
NFC team, the only starter 
in the group is middle line- 
backer Hardy Nickerson. 
The other Buccaneers 
named were quarterback 
Trent pilfer, running back 
Warrick Dunn, fullback 
Mike Alston, center Tony 
Mayberry, defensive tackle 
Warren Sapp and outside 
linebacker Derrick Brooks. 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Siaff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's 14-member delegation left for 
Tehran Friday to take part in the 2nd Islamic Games for 
Women which will be held in Iranian capital Dec. 13-21. 

The exclusively female games bring together about 1000 
athletes from 26 countries. The event officially opens Sat- 
urday afternoon with a ceremony in the Azadi Stadium 
west of Tehran, and is first such event organised by Iran 
since February 1993. 

Jordan’s delegation left for Tehran via Damascus Friday 
afternoon and will be competing in three events only. 

According to Jordan Olympic Commirtee (JOC) secre- 
tary-general Ismat Kurdi, nine athletes, three officials and a 
referee will take part in athletics, table tennis and bad- 
minton events adding that Jordan's first participation in the 
event was “a symbolic one.” 

The games are organised by Iran's Sports Solidarity 
Council for Women, headed by Faezeh Has he mi. daughter 
of former Iranian President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

According to the officials, the games were originally to 
be hosted by Pakistan. But they returned to Iran after Islam- 
abad pleaded financial difficulties. 

“Ms. Faezeh Hashemi. a member of the Iranian Parlia- 
ment, and vice-president of the Iranian Olympic Commit- 
tee sent Jordan the invitation to take part. We feel it is 
important for the Kingdom to be pan of such an event/' 
Kurdi told die Jordan times. 

Events at the Games are athletics, chess, swimming, bas- 
ketball. volleyball, tennis, shooting, handball, badminton, 
gymnastics, squash, equestrian and karate. 


According to JOC officials, the athletes named by their 
respective federations are top class athletes in their spons. 

AmaJ Mutari won a bronze medal at July's Pan-, Arab 
Games, while Alia Tufahha is a veteran player of the table 
tennis national team. 

With all expenses to be covered by the hosts, three other 
federations had initially expressed interest to take part. 
Those include basketball, karate, and gymnastics. 

The Games which will be held less than two weeks after 
the Iranian capital hosted the 1st Southwest Asian Games 
which were open to men's teams only. 

Jordan took part in eight sports and won ten medals at the 
event. 

The Kingdom's delegation will include 

• Head of delegation: Sana' Bilbeisi 

• Athletics: 

Official: lna'm Inabeh 

Players: Rawan Jamil 
Hana' Atiyieh 
AmaJ Mutari 

• Table tennis 

Referee: Raghda Zawaydeh 

Players: Alia Tuffaha 

Lina Majdalawi 
Hadeel Awwad 

- Badminton 

Official: Siham Abdallah 

Coach: Randa Nabelsi 

Players: Najwa Turk 
Lina Rashdan 
Karo Lin Shaker 


2nd Arab Handball Champions Cup 

Egypt’s Ahli face UAE’s Ahli in final 

Jordan's Arabi finish 9th as Championship concludes today 


By Roufan N ah has 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Champions Egypt's A1 
Ahli will play United Arab Emirates' 
A1 Ahli Saturday in the final match of 
the 2nd Arab Handball Champions 
Cup which concludes today after ten 
days of competition. 

Egypt’s AI Ahli reached the final 
after a 37-30 (20-12) win over Saudi 
Arabia’s Al Ahli while UAE's Al Ahli 
knocked out Egypt's Al Olympi 20-19 
(7-8 ) in the other semifinal which was 
a breaih-taking-march. 

Meanwhile, Jordan's Al Arabi came 
in 9th place by default after Qatar's 
Qatar Club opted not to play because 
of a number of injured players on the 
team. The Qatari team thus came in 


Schedule of matches 


- 3rd and 4th places 

Semifinal losers 

Egypt's Olympi vs. Saudi Arabia’s Ahli 

• Final match 

Semifinal winners 

Egypt's Al Ahli vs. UAE’s Al Ahli 


Dec. 13 3 p.m. 

Dec. 13 5 p.m. 


tenth place. 

Kuwait’s A I Qadissieh came in sev- 
enth place in the same fashion after 
Lebanon’s Al Sadaqah left backup 
Lebanon finishing ’in eighth place/ ~ 

After losing to UAE’s Al Ahli in the 
preliminary round, Jordan’s Al Salt 
finished third in Group A and had to 
settle for playing for fifth and sixth 
places against Qatar’s Al Rayyan in 


Friday’s late match. 

Jordan’s Al Arabi had finished last 
in Group B with only one point from a 
35-35 tie with Saudi Arabia's Al Ahli . 

The "Jordan Handball Federation 
allocated cash rewards for Jordan's 
two teams in the tourney — Al Salt 
and Al Arabi: JD 2.000 if they finish 
third. JDI.000 for fourth place and 
JD500 for fifth place. 


Euro giants make do without Rivaldo and Ronaldo 


PARIS (AFP) — 
Barcelona, who retook the 
lead in the Spanish champi- 
onship last weekend, take 
on Espanyol. the meanest 
defence in the league, in the 
Barcelona derby without 
star striker Rivaldo this 
weekend. 

Rivaldo. the league's 
leading scorer with 10 
goals, is on international 
duty with Brazil at the Con- 
federations Cup, but the 
Catalan side have been 
boosted by the return of his 
compatriot Sonny Ander- 
son and Spanish star Josep 
GuardioJa. 

Espanyol currently lie 
fourth, six points behind 
the leaders, and will cer- 
tainly test the marksman- 
ship of Anderson, who has 
hardly played since his 
move from Monaco 
because of injury- They 
have only conceded eight 
goals in 15 matches thus far 
this season. 

Real Madrid, whose draw 
with Oviedo last weekend 
let Barcelona back into the 
lead, are on a high after 
their 4-0 win over Porto in 
the Champions League cat- 
apulted them into the quar- 
ter-finals opening the way 
for their first European Cup 
triumph for the first time in 
31 years. 

Despite losing Brazilian 
defender Roberto Carlos 
for the Confederations Cup, 
and the injured duo of lead- 
ing striker Predrag Mija- 
tovic and Italian star Chris- 
tian Pannucci the 1996 
champions should see off 
Merida, who have lost their 
last two matches. 

Real's bitter city rivals 
Atletico Madrid, who 
reached the UEFA Cup 
quarter-finals on Tuesday, 
lose Juninho to the Brazil- 
ian squad but should wel- 
come ' back Italian striker 
Christian Vieri. who has 
been out for a month 
injured, against struggling 
Tenerife. 

In France on Sunday third 
play second as Paris Saint 


Germain, who will arrempt 
to get over the disappoint- 
ment of losing out on the 
European Cup quarter- 
finals on goal difference to 
Juventus, take on Metz. 

Paris, who beat Besiktas 
2-1 despite missing six reg- 
ulars. will welcome back 
midfield hardman Laurent 
Fournier, international 
defender Bruno Ngotty, 
who were both suspended 
for the European match, 
and another defender 
Jimmy Algerine. 

However, French interna- 
tionals Alain Roche and 
Vincent Guerin will be 
missing because of injury, 
although the club said that 
the latter had also been 
badly affected by the posi- 
tive drugs test he returned 
earlier in the season. 

Metz, whose 3-2 win at 
Parc des Princes two years 
ago was a rare success for 
them at PSG, will have to 
wait on star striker Robert 
Pires, who is back in train- 
ing after a muscle injury. 

Vladan Lukic and Bruno 
Rodriguez look likely to 
start up front for Metz if 
Pires decides not to risk it 

Paris can go top if they 
bear Metz and champi- 
onship leaders Monaco lose 
at home on Sunday to 
struggling Rennes — 
though as the Breton side 
have only scored one goal 
away from home since 
October 17 that appears to 
be a long shot. 

Monaco, who finished top 
of their Champions League 
group to qualify for next 
Wednesday’s quarter-final 
draw, will be without 


Algerian playmaker Ali 
Benarbia, who is suspend- 
ed, and defender Martin 
Djetou, who injured a thigh 
muscle on Wednesday. 

Monaco coach Jean 
Tigana was furious at his 
team's negative tactics 
towards the end of their 
European tie with Bayer 
Leverkusen on Wednesday 
after they had tied the 
match at 2-2 to ensure both 
sides would qualify. 

He will replace Benarbia 
with former Guingamp 
midfielder Stephane Carnot 
while Diao, who put on an 
assured performance when 
he came on for Djetou early 
in the first-half against Lev- 
erkusen, should start also. 

Italy's league leaders 
Inter Milan face the hard- 
ship of life without Ronal- 
do this weekend when they 
meet tide rivals AS Roma. 

Ronaldo misses the first 
of several matches over the 
next six months, as Brazil 
recall their goalscoring ace 
for the pre- World Cup 
friendlies. 

The only consolation for 
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coach Gigi Simoni is that 
the call-up by Brazilian 
coach Mario Zagallo for 
the Confederation Cup also 
includes Roma’s two key 
defenders. Cafu and Aldair. 

Simoni has a number of 
options for replacing 
Ronaldo, who will also 
miss Sunday week's game 
in the Serie A before return- 
ing for the much-awaited 
showdown with champions 
Juventus on January 4. 

Marco Branca will proba- 
bly take over as centre-for- 
ward, but Simoni could 
either keep Youri Djorkaeff 
in his current role as strike 
partner, or move the 
Frenchman back to his pre- 
vious job of an advanced 
midfielder. 

Elsewhere. Juventus 
come back down to earth 
after the excitement of their 
European Champions 

League triumph over Man- 
chester United with a dour 
league fixture at relegation 
stragglers Piacenza. 

Trailing Inter by only two 
points in second place, they 
could go top of the table if 
Inter lose. 


Parma, who bowed out of 
the Champions League in 
Istanbul and have slipped 
to fifth in ihe Serie A. need 
to end a poor run of form at 
bottom club Napoli. 

Few teams would want to 
be in the shoes of Borassia 
Monchengladbach this Sat- 
urday when they travel to 
snowy Bavaria to try and 
inflict a fourth consecutive 
defeat on Bundesligu 
champions Bayern Munich. 

Bayern have lost their last 
two Bundesliga games to 
rivals Bayer Leverkusen 
and Kaiserslautern and 
crashed 1-0 at home to 
Gothenburg in the Champi- 
ons’ League in midweek. 

The Bundesliga 's leading 
goalscorer Ulf Kirsten was 
suspended for nine weeks 
on Thursday for elbowing 
Schalke’s Thomas Linke in 
the face last weekend. 

He will only miss fi\e 
Leverkusen games howev- 
er because much of the ban 
falls during the winter holi- 
day period. In addition to 
the ban die DFB added a 
10.000 Mark fine. 


Volvo For Sale 

— Owner Travelling — 

VOLVO GL 740, model 1989, doctor's use. 

75.000 kms, light blue, air-conditioned, automatic, 
power steering, electric mirrors and glass. 

Please call the clinic at 

Tel.: ‘ 682255, 683335 

FOR RENT IN AL RABIEH 

Two flats: fully furnished or semi-furnished. Deluxe and 
luxurious. 

One complete floor of 400m 3 with 4 bedrooms - and one 
3-bedrooms ground floor - in a calm and nice area. 

Tel.: 5510108 


Looking For Roommate 

A Canadian student looking for a female roommate 
i to share a villa (house): 4 bedrooms, 3 washrooms, 
kitchen, dining + living rooms, well furnished, low 
rent. 8th Circle, behind the police station. 

Please call at 828304 

; between f4 p.m.-12 a.m.) 
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U.S. tries to pin down Israel 
over W. Bank troop pullback 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 


X) 



TEL AVIV (AFP) — U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Martin Indyk arrived in Israel 
on Friday for talks with Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders as the 
United States tried to pin 
Israel down over a critical 
handover of West Bank land 
co the Palestinians. 

Mr. Indyk, who will meet 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat in Gaza on Saturday, is 
to lay the groundwork for a 
new round of talks between 
his boss. Madeleine Albright, 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
President ArafaL 

Mr. Indyk, a former U.S. 
ambassador to Israel, will 
head to Amman Sunday 
before returning in the 
evening for meetings with Mr 
Netanyahu and his Foreign 
Minister David Levy, an 
embassy spokesman said. 

Before Mr. Indyk's depar- 
ture from Washington, a 
senior State Department offi- 
cial pressed Israel to “specify 
its position" on the West Bank 
Hoop withdrawal before Ms. 
Albright's talks with Mr. 
Netanyahu in Europe next 


Thursday. 

But the official, speaking to 
Israeli journalists, said Ms. 
Albright did not expect Mr. 
Netanyahu to provide actual 
maps for the withdrawal. 
Israel Radio said. 

The meeting will be the 
fourth in a month between Mr. 
Netanyahu and Ms. Albright, 
who has pressed Israel to go 
through with a “significant" 
withdrawal in order to break 
the nine-month deadlock in 
the peace process. 

Mr. Netanyahu's govern- 
ment agreed in principle last 
month to go ahead with a 
troop withdrawal but even 
after a debate of its ‘•kitchen" 
cabinet Thursday night it has 
been unable to agree on the 
extent of the redeployment. 

Ms. Albright told Mr. 
Netanyahu in talks over the 
weekend the pullback should 
hand over at least 12 per cent 
of the West Bank to 
Palestinian rule, the Israeli 
press has said. 

Israeli proposals have envi- 
sioned a withdrawal of only 
six to eight percent, according 
to press reports. 


The Palestinians have not 
cited a specific number, but 
have demanded Israel go 
ahead with three stages of 
withdrawal as detailed in 
interim peace accords which 
they say should give them 90 
per cent of the West Bank. 

Mr. Levy, considered a 
moderate in Mr. Netanyahu's 
camp, has insisted in the inter- 
nal government debate that a 
precise plan be ready so that 
the Israeli premier does not 
meet Ms. Albright empty 
handed on Thursday. 

In a sign of the continuing 
chill between Israel and 
Washington, the Slate 
Department official also 
accused Mr. Netanyahus 
office of being behind a media 
campaign to discredit Mr. 
Indyk ahead of his mission to 
Israel. 

The official said Mr. 
Netanyahu's office was 
behind advertisements run in 
the American press which 
branded Mr. Indyk as “pro- 
Arab" and were signed by an 
unknown group. “The 
Committee to Protect Israel." 

The Israeli cabinet is to 


Israeli ministers fly over West Bank 
to look at territories prior to debate 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Ahead of 
a crucial cabinet debate on 
Israel's future borders, two 
key ministers who have been 
sketching maps flew over die 
West Bank on Friday to deter- 
mine how much land Israel 
can safely hand over to die 
Palestinians. 

Army planners reportedly 
propose that Israel withdraw 
from 20 per cent of die West 
Bank in the next troop rede- 
ployment, a move that would 
leave the Palestinians with 
limited control over nearly 
half the territory. 

The pullback would not 
give Palestinians territorial 
continuity but would make 
travel to Israel difficult for the 
residents of several Jewish 
settlements. the Yediot 
Ahronot newspaper said. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu is under pressure 
to present a detailed proposal 
for a West Bank troop pull- 
back when he meets with U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright in Paris next week. 


U.S. envoy Martin Indyk, a 
former ambassador to Israel 
was to come to the Mideast 
this weekend and hold talks 
with Mr. Netanyahu, as well 
as regional leaders, apparently 
to ensure a quick decision on a 
troop withdrawal. 

Media reports have said that 
tire Americans expect Israel to 
hand over at least 12 per cent 
of the West Bank in the next 
pullback, one of three 
promised by raid- 1998. 

On Sunday, the Israeli cabi- 
net is to begin discussing dif- 
ferent maps showing where 
the final border between Israel 
and the Palestinian entity 
could run. Mr. Netanyahu has 
said he wanted to have a bet- 
ter idea of final borders before 
deciding on the scope of a 
limited troop pullback. 

Infrastructures Minister 
Ariel Sharon, a cabinet hawk, 
reportedly opposes the 20 per 
cent pullback put forth by the 
army planners, pushing for a 
more limited withdrawal. 

The Palestinians currently 


frill or partial control 27 per 
cent of the VVfest Bank. Under 
the army proposal, 10 percent 
more would come under par- 
tial and 10 per cent under lull 
Palestinian control. The 
Palestinians have said they 
expect to control at least 90 
per cent of the land after the 
third pullback. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat rejected an initial plan 
floated by Israeli officials that 
proposed a transfer of 6 per 
cent to 8 per cent of the West 
Bank in the upcoming rede- 
ployment. 

Mr. Sharon and Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 
took a flight over the West 
Bank on Friday to determine 
Israel's security needs, said 
Mr. Sharon's spokesman 
Raanan Gissin. In a perma- 
nent peace agreement, Mr. 
Sharon wants Israel to annex 
broad swaths along the east- 
ern and western edges of the 
West Bank, and keep control 
over all of the Jewish settle- 


Arafat condemns Israeli attempt 
to prevent Palestinian census 


TEHRAN lAFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat denounced as an 
“annoyance" Thursday a new 
Israeli law barring a 
Palestinian census in Arab east 
Jerusalem as West Bank offi- 
cials said their first-ever cen- 
sus was going “as planned." 

President ArafaL who was in 
Tehran for the eighth 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference summit, said, “We 
expected such a measure to 
annoy the Palestinians." 

The Israeli parliament in an 
emergency session 

Wednesday night passed a law 
banning the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
from conducting the head- 
count in Arab east Jerusalem 
as an infringement to “Israeli 
sovereignty" over the sector, 
occupied and illegally 
annexed by Israel in 1967. 

The head of the Palestinian 


Statistics Bureau. Hasson Abu 
Libda. said census-takers 
“have faced a number of prob- 
lems in areas lying under 
Israeli control including east 
Jerusalem." 

“But on its first day the cen- 
sus process went forward as 
planned in all Palestinian areas 
and we were able to complete 
six per cent of the total work." 
he said. The census-taking 
continues until Dec. 24. 

Mr. Abu Libda said census 
officials held meetings after 
the vote “to take all steps nec- 
essary to ensure the imple- 
mentation of the census in all 
areas, including Jerusalem.” 

Palestinian International 
Cooperation Minister Nabil 
Shaath, who was with 
President Arafat in Tehran, 
said the new- Israeli law was 
part of “Israel's aggressive 
policy to try to Judaise 
Jerusalem and deprive us of 


our rights in the city." 

In Cairo. Arab League 
spokesman Talaat Hammed 
told reporters: “This decision 
is illegal and null and void 
because it was made by an 
authority which occupies east 
Jerusalem." 

The French government 
also criticised the new law. 

“We believe that a law voted 
on in haste by the Knesset 
[Israel's parliament] to ban 
this operation is a new unilat- 
eral gesture... the [Israeli] 
annexation of east Jerusalem 
not having been recognised by 
the international comm unit)." 
French Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Anne Gazeau- 
Secret said. 

U.S. Slate Department 
deputy spokesman James 
Foley urged the Palestinians 
and Israel to refrain from 
provocations. 


debate plans for the West 
Bank handover in its weekly 
session on Sunday. 

Two members of the kitchen 
cabinet Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai and 
Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon, took a helicopter tour 
over the West Bank Friday to 
view areas that might be hand- 
ed over in the withdrawal {See 
separate story) 

The extreme right and 
Jewish settlers, meanwhile, 
stepped up their rhetoric, vow- 
ing they would oppose any 
handover of additional lands 
to the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

Rabbis from West Bank set- 
tlements called for a demon- 
stration outside the prime 
minister's office to coincide 
with Sunday's cabinet meet- 
ing. 

The PNA currently has total 
control only over the main 
towns of the West Bank, 
around three per cent of the 
area. They have civilian con- 
trol in another 27 per cent of 
the territory, where the Israeli 
army has ultimate security 
power. 


EU leaders 
seek to heal 
rift with 
Turkey 

LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
European leaders on Friday 
kept up desperate efforts to 
heal a rift with Turkey which 
is threatening to overshadow a 
two-day EU summit on 
expanding the bloc eastward. 

However, both sides main- 
tained a tough stance, with 
Turkey saying El 1 conditions 
were unacceptable and dele- 
gates from other countries 
insisting Turkey must make 
major steps forwards, notably 
regarding its relations with 
Greece and the Cyprus ques- 
tion. before being eligible for 
membership. 

Britain said Friday it was 
still hopeful Turkey would 
agree to lake part in a 
European Conference due to 
be launched next spring, 
despite indications from 
Ankara that it plans to snub 
the new forum. 

“We want to see a good and 
a developing relationship with 
Turkey.” a Foreign Office 
spokesman said at a summit 
of EU leaders that has been 
overshadowed by the row 
with the Turks over their 
exclusion from the next round 
of EU enlargement. 

The summit is expected in 
issue a declaration that Turkey 
is eligible for eventual EU 
membership and set a launch- 
ing date of March 12 for the 
new conference. Turkey has 
rejected this offer, claiming it 
amounts to giving it third- 
class status compared to other 
candidates for membership. 

“We arc accepting condi- 
tions Tor opening negotiations, 
but we cannot accept these 
conditions to be candidates." 
spokesman for the Turkish 
delegation Haluk Ilicak said. 

Britain, which will be 
responsible for smoothing 
over the row from January, 
when it takes over the EU 
Presidency from 

Luxembourg, was committed 
to getting the conference up 
and running with Turkey fully 
engaged, the spokesman said. 


WELCOME HOME: Jamila Ali, the mother of the second Jordanian released from 
Iran, kisses her son Khalid Awad Friday. Mr. Awad had been, held in detention since 
1986 in the Iranian prisons after he had volunteered to fight by the side of the Iraqi 
forces in the Iraq-Iran war. Mr. Awad returned on Friday with Crown Prince Hass an, 
who headed the Jordanian delegation for the Islamic summit in Tehran (See story on 
page 1) (photo by Yousef Allan) 


Delegates at Islamic summit 
condemn terrorism, Israel 


TEHRAN (AP) — The 
world's Muslim nations con- 
demned terrorism in the name 
of Islam and demanded that 
Israel stop building settle- 
ments in occupied Arab' land 
and Jerusalem in a joint decla- 
ration Thursday that ended 
their three -day summit. 

The statement followed divi- 
sive debate by delegates of the 
55-member Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference who 
differed widely on everything 
from support for the faltering 
Middle East process to rela- 
tions with the United Slates 
and the West 

In a sign of liie disagree- 
ments, the peace process was 
not specifically mentioned 
But the declaration sharply 
criticised Israel for what it 
called “state terrorism" and 
supported the creation of a 
Palestinian stale with 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

In the spirit of the opening 
speech by Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami, the dec- 
laration called for “interaction, 
dialogue and understanding 
among cultures and religions." 
It also condemned terrorism 
and urged stales to deny asy- 
lum to terrorists. 

“The killing of innocent 
people is forhidikm in Islam." 
said the five-page statement, a 
copy of width" was obtained 
by the Associated Press. It was 
to he read :u the summit's clos- 
ing session. 

The summit, which drew 28 
heads of state, prime ministers 
and crown princes, served as a 
forum for Iran to fotge ties 
with countries long wary of its 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

Much of the action at the 


conference centre at the foot of 
the snow-dusted Albonz 

Mountains occurred on the 
sidelines, where Iranian lead- 
ers met with Saudi .Arabia's 
crown prince. Kuwait's emir 
and other Arab leaders, many 
of whom were making their 
first trip to Iran. 

Saudi Crown Prince 

Abdullah was the only leader 
to meet twice with President 
Khatami, and officials from 
both Egypt and Saudi Arabia, 
two key U.S. allies, promised 
to take steps to improve ties. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Moussa said Thursday 
that the meetings brought 
about a measure of concilia- 
tion. “some understanding and 
some movement in the right 
direction." 

Delegates differed, though, 
on the Middle East peace 
process. Few countries 
expressed unconditional sup- 
port. They instead blamed 
Israel for what they saw as its 
attempt to undermine agree- 
ments, but still gave "their 
backing to efforts to break the 
impasse. 

Iran, however, hits said noth- 
ing good will come of the 
peace process, and Iran's spir- 
itual leader. Ayatollah Ali 
Khitracnci. called it “unjust, 
arrogant contemptuous and. 
finally, illogical.” The Iranian 
delegation, however, tempered 
its rhetoric during the later 
debate, mindfijl of not offend- 
ing its Arab guests. 

Arab officials hoped, too. 
that tlie summit would pres- 
sure Turkey to reconsider two 
military agreements it signed 
with Israel in 1996, coopera- 
tion dial was roundly 


denounced during the debate. 
Turkey is the only Muslim 
nation to have concluded such 
agreements. 

Turkey's president. 

Suleiman DemireL left 

Wednesday night apparently 
to avoid criticism on the sum- 
mit's final day. He, however, 
insisted that his work was 
done. 

While not mentioning 
Turkey by name, the declara- 
tion urged it to reconsider its 
military cooperation because 
of “the danger it poses to the 
security of Islamic countries." 

The declaration made a 
veiled criticism of 
Afghanistan's Taliban militia, 
which was conspicuously 
absent at the summit 

Although Saudi Arabia. 
Pakistan and the United Arab 
Emirates recognise the Taliban 
as Afghanistan's government. 
Iran has strongly opposed it 
describing as medieval the 
militia's interpretation of Islam 
that bars girls from schools 
and women from work. 

The declaration called for 
"lull respect for the dignity 
and the rights of Muslim 
women and enhancement of 
their role in all aspects of 
.social life in accordance with 
Islamic principles " 

The declaration also criti- 
cised U.S. attempts to penalise 
countries doing business with 
Iran and Libya. 

The conference's closing 
session was delayed by a dis"- 
pute oyer the venue of the next 
summit in 2000. Delegates 
said Syria had hoped to host 
the meeting, but Qatar was 
chosen in the end. 


Netanyahu takes low blow with expose of ‘female Nero’ — his wife Sarah 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Benyamin Netanyahu faced 

Isolated internationally, vili- an attack on his home front 

fied by his opposition and Friday with a barrage of 

criticised within his own media vitriol against his wife, 

party. Israeli Prime Minister Sarah Netanyahu has “bent 
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the prime minister's office lo 
her will" with her extravagant 
love of gifts, violent temper 
and paranoid jealousy, said 
Israel's largest -circulation 

tabloid newspaper Yediot 
AharanoL 

In a much-publicised sup- 
plement. the paper splashed 
juicy details across eight 
paces of the first lady’s report- 
ed exploits, warning of her 
detrimental effect on her hus- 
band's administration. 

The blow may be below the 
belL. but H has struck home, 
sparking widespread com- 
ment in the Israeli press, and 
leading Me Netanyahu to 
slam the “evil and malicious" 
campaign against his wife. 

“Bibi” Netanyahu has real 
“woman troubles.” an editori- 


alist wrote in the daily 
Haaretz. drawing a parallel 
between difficulties with 
Surah and Mr. Netanyahu's 
strained relations with tf.S. 
Secretary of Suite Madeleine 
AlbrighL 

“On the home front Bibi 
faces a female Nero who 
threatens to humiliate him at 
any time. On the international 
front, he laces a woman who. 
despite her soft maternal exte- 
rior. hides a truncheon behind 
her back." the editorial 
jabbed 

Even before Yediot hit the 
stands. Mr. Netanyahu was 
filming, accusing the media of 
“a campaign of shameless 
defamation which is reaching 
its nadir with this article." 

But he and Sarah have made 


no moves to file a legal com- 
plaint against the paper. 

The blonde. 39-year-old 
Sarah was a popular draw on 
the campaign stumps which 
brought Bibi to office in 1996. 
but in the 18 months since, the 
Israeli media has revelled in 
throwing light on her “scan- 
dals.” 

The Yediol expose painls 
Sarah as unstable, dictatorial 
and insanely jealous, reveal- 
ing a barrage of incidents cit- 
ing members of her staff and 
the prime minister's office. 

Among the juicer titbits, the 
first lady asked a shocked 
assistanr to taste o bottle of 
wine she had received as a gift 
to “test if it was poisoned" 
and she hurled shoes at a 

domestic servant for polishing 


them badly. 

She flew into a jealous rage 
which “shook the studio" 
after torch singer Ofra Hu/a 
touched her husband's shoul- 
der during a live television 
broadcast. 

When her husband “tried to 
calm her down, she threat- 
ened to lodge u complaint 
with the police against him for 
heating her" the paper said. 

She demanded an office 
near her husband's with two 
secretaries on government 
salaries, although she rarely 
appears in the office, and she 
regularly receives gifts, some 
potentially illegal. 

When she discovered that 
her press adviser Rami Sudan 
was not included on a trip by 
the first couple abroad, she 


demanded that an aide to Mr. 
Netanyahu give up his seat on 
the plane. 

Supporters of the first cou- 
ple say Sarah is a victim of 
press attacks, an easy target 
for opponents of her increas- 
ingly unpopular husband. 

Her critics insist she is fair 
ganitx pointing to the fact that 
Btbi brought her into public 
liyht during his election cam- 
paign and revealed on televi- 
sion he had committed adul- 
tery. 

Bin even the dishers of din 
had some sympathy for the 

IS With Sarah, not because 

*2“ wrong, but 

sadly, because it j s m 0st]y 
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Prince William tak 

day off school for 

Xmas party 

LONDON (AFP)-_ ^ 
William took a dav 
school ro attend a Cfafis 
party and learn mor^ ^ 
the job he hopes to gyJ 
he grows up — bej n „ 
He was allowed, exc^pn, 
ally, to miss a day a ^ 
sive Eton school , 
London to help his & 
mother. Queen Bi^ 
host the party for staff 
Buckingham p.^ 
According to the Sun 
the invitation to 
Buckingham Palace 
was a sign that the ( 
was grooming him for 
future role. William „j. 
spent weekends with 
Windsor Castle, near 
and is being slowly 
dueed to every' aspect 
royal life. 

Burglar caught 
by his ear-prints 

LONDON (AFPi- Asi 
peered burglar was cao< 
by police after he left \ 
prints behind at break-im 
London magistrates’ c-n 
heard Thursday, se.o 
press reports said fe 
Friday. Calvin Sewell. : 
was arrested after 
allegedly put his ear arju 
victims' front doors ■ 
windows to makes sureii 
were not at home. Poj 
matched a sample of ; 
ear-prints with those of ; 
suspected thief, who l 
been charged with five h 
glaries in south London 

Italian royal family 
one step closer to horn 

ROME (AFP) — Id; 
exiled royal family « 
step closer to bo 
Thursday after the h* 
house of parliament took! 
First step to amend the c 
stitution that banished iht 
50 years ago. In a sk 
vote, deputies adopted at 
to modify' the 1 946 consa 
tion that banned to 
monarchs of the Hod* 
Savoy and their rc. 
descendants from nm 
to Italy. However ii 1 
only a first reading. Tta 
must also be approval 
the upper house, the Sod 
before returning io i 
Chamber of Depuiit- J 
House of Savoy ruled * 7 
Piedmont for nine cefflC! 
and as kings of Italy s# 
February 1861 until K 
when a referendum p 
claimed a republic. 

Plane lands itself 
in U JS. after 
pilot blacks out 

KANSAS CITY (R) ' 
Kansas doctor blucteJ 
while flying his pin*-. 1 '; 
to be jarred awake 4S’ 
later when his aircraft #- 
a tree after running^.: 
sas and landing iisri' 
in a field. Rob Fray**' 
was apparently 1,1 - 

whelmed by carbon iW**' 
ide from a leaking cm- 
system after flyini? y '] 
161 km from Kan^ ' 
Missouri. “In a siuuurn ' 
that, you're suppe** 1 ; 
crash and bum." Fra' - *; ; 
osteopath, told 
“There is no doubt 
mind it was a miracle ^ 
good Lord land** 
plane." 

Hong Kong chief 
executive mindful 
of feng shui j 





